An Order of Worship for the Lord’s Day A
Stone Presbyterian Church

&
A Welcoming and Affirming Congregation dl "b f
April 26, 2026 ~ The Fourth Sunday of Easter *~ .

We Gather to Greet the Risen Lord

PRELUDE “The Strife Is O'er, the Battle Done” Alec Wyton
(Please listen quietly to the prelude as the community prepares for worship)

POURING OF THE BAPTISMAL WATER AND CHORAL INTROIT

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 23)
The Lord is our shepherd, we shall not want.
He makes us lie down in green pastures and
leads us beside still waters.
Even in the valley of darkness, he is with us.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow us all our days.
Let us worship the Good Shepherd!

+HYMN #119 “The Strife Is O’er” VICTORY

(+Those who are able may stand.)
WELCOME

PRAYER OF PRAISE (together)
God of all power,
you called again from death our Lord Jesus Christ,
the great shepherd of the sheep,
and gave him life to defeat death and sin.
We praise you for this good news,
that the Good Shepherd still rescues the lost, heals the wounded,
and feeds our hungry hearts.
All praise be to you, Gracious God,
through your Son, our risen Lord Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever and to ages of ages. Amen.
“Blessed Jesus, at Your Word”

+HYMN #454 LIEBSTER JESU

+THE PEACE OF CHRIST

We Listen for the Word of God

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
(You are invited to say the “amen” aloud.)

LESSONS FROM THE SCRIPTURES

Acts 2:42-47 The new church
grows through prayer and fellowship.
The Word of the Lord.
/ Thanks be to God.

1 Peter 2:19-25 To suffer for what is right is to be like Christ.
The Word of the Lord.
/ Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM “My Shepherd Will Supply My Need” Virgil Thompson
John 10:1-10 Jesus is the good shepherd.
The Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God.

SERMON “Going Astray”
We Respond in Faith with Thanksgiving
HYMN #175 “The Lord’s My Shepherd, All My Need” EVAN

+AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (together)

This is the good news which we have received,
in which we stand, and by which we are saved:
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,
that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day,
and that he appeared to many faithful witnesses.
We believe he is the Christ, the Son of the living God,
the first and the last, the beginning and the end,
our Lord and our God. Amen.
(I Corinthians 15:3-8, Revelation 21:6; John 20:8)



LIFE OF THE CHURCH, JOYS & CONCERNS

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Traditional, Hymnal, p. 16; “debts” and “debtors”)
CHORAL RESPONSE

OFFERTORY “Blessed Jesus at Your Word” J. G. Walther
+A DOX0OLOGY#593 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Avery & Marsh
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above, you heav'nly host,
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen.

+PRAYER OF DEDICATION

We Go Out in the Joy of the Resurrection

+HYMN #514 “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employee” LINSTEAD
+CHARGE & BENEDICTION
+CHORAL RESPONSE

+POSTLUDE

STONE CHURCH WELCOMES YOU TO WORSHIP

April 26, 2026 ~ The Fourth Sunday of Easter ~ 10:30 a.m.

The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ,
engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow
as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.
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I Corinthians 15:53-57

EASTER

The Strife IsO’er 119

VICTORY

Latin, ¢. 1695
Trans. Francis Pott, 1861

Refrain (before stanza 1 and after stanza 4)

8.8.8 with alleiuias

Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina, 1591
Adapt. William Henry Monk, 1861
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MORNING AND OPENING HYMNS

Blessed Jesus, at Your Word 454

LIEBSTER JESU 7.8.7.888

Johann Rudolph Ahle, 1664
Harm, Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750); alt.

Tobias Clausnitzer, 1663
Trans. Catherine Winkworth, 1858; alt. 1972
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Now to seek and love and fear You; By Your teach-ings
With the beams of truth un - cloud - ed; You a - lone to
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true and ho - ly, Drawn from earth to love You sole - ly.
God can win us, You mustwork all good with-in us.
we are rais - ing; Hear, and bless our prayersand prais - ing.
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LORD’S SUPPER
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*Maracas and other rhythm instruments may b.' used.

Text and Music: Copyright © 1975 by Hope Publishing Com sany, Carol Stream, IL 60188. International copyright secured,
All rights reserved. Used by permission,

LORD'S SUPPER
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