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Celebrate the Gifts of Women Sunday TS

We Join Jesus in the Wilderness

PRELUDE “Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty”
(Please listen quietly to the prelude as the community prepares for worship)

Betty Roe

POURING OF BAPTISMAL WATER AND CHORAL INTROIT

CALL TO WORSHIP
We gather today, aware of our weariness. We are wanderers and seekers, longing for a
place where we are home.
We gather, moved by the stories of Ruth and Naomi and finding our own
stories in their journeys of loss, diaspora and redemption.

We gather before the God of creation, whose love defies all human borders, limitations and

biases.

We gather to worship in the promise of that redemption.
Let us lift our voices to the one who lifts us from the margins, emboldening us to be
ambassadors of hope in this world; to the one who prepares a home and place for us at the
table.

Let us worship God.

“The First One Ever”

BALLAD

+ HYMN #277 (United Methodist Hymnal)
(+Those who are able may stand.)

WELCOME

THE LENTEN WALK
(You are invited to come down the right side aisle, to be
anointed with oil, and then pass by the communion table
to receive your Lenten discipline.)

. \
CONFESSION OF SIN " ]| R
Lord, notwithstanding your presence of hope in our lives, we acknowledge
that we often ignore the cries of voices around us. We close our hearts and
eyes to the pain of others. We feel exhausted and we disregard those who
don’t feel welcomed in our midst.

Forgive us. Help us to be like Ruth, open to bonds beyond blood; to be like
Naomi, determined and wise; to be like Boaz, compassionate and just.
May we lean into our call to embrace the most vulnerable among us. We
pray this in the name of the one whose life embodied this commitment,
Jesus of Nazareth. Amen.

RESPONSE HYMN #2275 “Kyrie”
(“Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.”)

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Friends, God journeys with us in the wanderings and wonderings of diaspora.
God breaks down walls that separate us from one another.
Our God meets us where we are and invites us into the story of salvation.
Believe the good news, in Jesus Christ we are a forgiven people. Amen.
Thanks be to God.

+A DOXOLOGY #578 “Glory Be to the Father” OLD SCOTTISH CHANT

THE PEACE OF CHRIST

We Listen for the Word of God

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (You are invited to say the “amen” aloud.)
LESSONS FROM THE SCRIPTURES

Ruth 1:1-19a Ruth is fiercely loyal to Naomi.
The Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God

Acts 16:11-15 The conversion of Lydia.
The Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God

ANTHEM “A Blessing” Natalie Sleeth
Luke 7:36—50 A forgiven woman shows Jesus her love.
The Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God
SERMON “Stranger in a Strange Land” Helen Tracy
We Respond in Faith with Thanksgiving
+ HYMN #2235-b “We Are Marching in the Light of God” SIYAHAMBA

+AFFIRMATION OF FAITH “The Apostles’ Creed” (Ecumenical) The Hymnal, p. 14



LIFE OF THE CHURCH, JOYS AND CONCERNS

MINUTE FOR MISSION — ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER “debts/debtors”
(Traditional, Hymnal, p. 16)

CHORAL RESPONSE

OFFERTORY “The Lord’s My Shepherd” Rosalie Bonington

+THANKSGIVING #2036 (once through to the end)

Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One,
give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ his Son.
And now let the weak say, “I am strong”; let the poor say,

“TI am rich because of what the Lord has done for us.”
Give thanks!

+PRAYER OF DEDICATION
God of welcome, receive these gifts as a sign of our commitment to be bound to one
another and to you as we create spaces of hospitality toward the stranger and the most
vulnerable in our midst.
May we be bearers of gospel hope in spaces where the light of hope is but a distant dream.
Amen.

We Continue on the Lenten Journey

+ HYMN #2221 “In Unity We Lift Our Song” EIN’ FESTE BURG

+CHARGE & BENEDICTION
May we march into the world remembering that the creator marches with us.
May we remember that Jesus redeems our stories with his life, death and
resurrection.
May we remember that the breath of heaven binds us in love, encouraging us forward.
May we remember and go in peace. Amen.

+CHORAL RESPONSE

+POSTLUDE

STONE CHURCH WELCOMES YOU TO WORSHIP
March 15, 2026 ~ 4th day Sunday after Lent ~10:30 a.m.

The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ,
engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow
as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.

All the People, Ministers

Stone Presbyterian Church Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor
PO Box 33, 8 South Park Row G. Roberts Kolb, Director of Music
Clinton, New York 13323 Gerald G. Platz, Pastor Emeritus
315-853-2933 Janice LeFrois, Office Administrator
stonepres@stonepres.org Lee Kelso, Sexton
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