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WORSHIP AT STONE IN WORSHIP AT STONE IN MARCHMARCH 

  
March 1, 2026 – 2nd Sunday in Lent – The Lord’s Supper 

Genesis 12:1-4a   The call of Abram. 
Psalm 121   I lift my eyes up to the hills. 
Romans 4:1-5, 13-17   God’s promise is realized through faith. 
John 3:1-17   Jesus and Nicodemus. 
Sermon:  “The Born Identity” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
 

 

March 8, 2026 – 3rd Sunday in Lent  

Exodus 17:1-7   God provides water from the rock. 
Psalm 95   Do not harden your hearts. 
Romans 5:1-11   We are made right with God through faith. 
John 4:5-42   A Samaritan woman becomes the first evangelist. 
Sermon:  “Acid Test” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
 

 

March 15, 2026 – 4th Sunday in Lent – Celebrate the Gifts of Women Sunday 

Ruth 1:1-19a   Ruth is fiercely loyal to Naomi. 
Psalm 145:5-10   God's concern for the oppressed. 
Acts 16:11-15   The conversion of Lydia. 
Luke 7:36–50   A forgiven woman shows Jesus her love. 
Guest preacher: Helen Tracy  
 

March 22, 2026 – 5th Sunday in Lent  

Ezekiel 37:1-14   A vision of the valley of dry bones. 
Psalm 130   Out of the Depths/ 
Romans 8:6-11   Life and peace in the Spirit. 
John 11:1-45   Jesus raises Lazarus. 
Sermon:  “Dead to Rights” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
 

 
 
March 29, 2026 – Passion/Palm Sunday – The Lord’s Supper  
Liturgy of the Palms:  
   Matthew 21:11-11   Jesus enters Jerusalem in fulfillment of prophecy. 
   Psalm 118:1–2, 19–29   The Lord's steadfast love endures forever 
Liturgy of the Passion:  
   Isaiah 50:4-9   A song of God’s servant. 
   Psalm 31:9–16   The Lord delivers those who are distressed. 
   Philippians 2:5–11   Have the mind of Christ among you. 
   Matthew 26:57-66   Jesus before the High Priest. 
Sermon:  “Speaking Truth to Power” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
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Identity Crisis 
 
In the latter part of the 1990s I watched a science fiction television show called “Babylon 5.”  
It was unique in that it was conceived as a “novel for television” with a pre-planned five-year 
story arc, each episode envisioned as a “chapter.”  It featured story arcs which spanned 
multiple episodes and even seasons, so there was never any “reset”; things changed and 
evolved.   The show was created by writer and producer J. Michael Straczynski who also 
wrote 90% of the episodes himself, so the story was very tight and intricate. 
 
An intriguing theme of the show was a series of questions raised by different competing 
ancient alien races for the younger races, like earth, to consider.  These questions are pertinent 
in our lives as well and are ones to reflect on as we continue to travel our Lenten journey.   
 
The first question was “Who are you?”  In the show it was posed be the ostensible “good guys” to the younger races.  
For us, just as for them, it is meant to probe identity at the deepest level. Not your name, not your job, not your 
résumé—but the core of who you are.  What principles do you live by?  What do you stand for when everything else 
is stripped away?  The temptations Jesus faced after his baptism essentially boiled down to this.  What does it mean 
to be the Son of God?  Correspondingly for us, we may answer “Who are you?” by saying, “I am a child of God.” 
But what does that mean?  How do you describe that? 
 
The second question was “What do you want?”  In the TV show it was posed by the ostensible “bad guys” and it 
tended to expose ambition, desire, and sometimes the darker corners of the heart. It’s a question that can reveal what 
we cling to most tightly.  This is partly why we give up things for Lent.  Because the more we are tied to something 
out of desire, the more it becomes an idol, something that takes us away from God.  On the other hand, you may 
answer the question saying, “To do the will of God.”  But how do you determine that?  What are some specific 
examples?  One check is asking yourself, “Do my desires lead me toward God’s kingdom, or away from it?” 
 
The third question was “Why are you here?”  In the series, this question marked a turning point when the younger 
races had to decide their purpose for themselves.  As Christians we should ask, “What is God’s call to me?  What 
would God have me do?  In the corporate world we would call the answer our “mission statement.”  You might 
answer the question, “To live as a sign of God’s love in a world that desperately needs it.”  Then the follow-up is 
how are you living such a life? What actions are you taking that demonstrate you are doing it?   
 
This final question was “Where are you going?”  It is the question of having a thought-out direction for your life and 
not just living each day with no thought of tomorrow.  For Christians, this is the question of discipleship. Jesus says, 
“I am the way.” Not simply the destination, but the path itself. The early church didn’t call itself “Christian” at first—
they called themselves “followers of the Way.”  Where we are going is not a mystery:  We are moving toward the 
fullness of God’s kingdom—toward resurrection, reconciliation, and new creation.  How then are you following that 
way? 
 
During this season of Lent reflect and pray on these questions of identity, desire, purpose, and direction.  While we 
may have similar high-level answers, how we act on and live out those answers is individualistic.  So as a “Lenten 
discipline,” write down on paper you concrete, actionable answers.  (And, frankly, everyone regardless of their faith 
beliefs would benefit from this introspection and explicit declaration.) 
 
And along our way of reflection, prayer, and actions, we are invited to walk in the footsteps of Christ toward 
compassion rather than fear, justice rather than indifference, mercy rather than judgment, hope rather than despair.   
 
Despite war, betrayal, and tragedy, Babylon 5 is one of the most hopeful science fiction stories.  Similarly for us, 
despite war, betrayal, and tragedy in our world, we do not despair because our hope is fulfilled in Jesus Christ.  So, as 
Romans 12:12 says, “Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in prayer.” 
 
Shalom, 
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 CLINTON AREA MINISTERIUM LENTEN SERIES  

                                Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. at St. Mary’s School 
 

Lenten Soup & Study Series: Faith & Imagination 

Join us and Clinton church neighbors on Wednesdays in Lent at 6:00 p.m. at  

St. Mary's Catholic Church school on Prospect St. for a tasty soup supper and 

exploration of faith and imagination. In this Lenten season, we will listen together 

for how God might speak to us in our own imaginations and one another's.  

Each session stands alone, so all are welcome to join as able.  

 

Feb 25: Lenten Hymns & Prayers – Fr. Dan Caruso 

Mar 4: Watercolor Prayers – Mtr. Joanna Benskin 

Mar 11: Service Bulletin Blackout Poems – The Rev. Abel Roy 

Mar 18: Faith & Poetry – The Rev. Janet Griffiths 

Mar 25: Jesus as Storyteller – Pastor Scott Leonard 
                                

PANCAKE SUPPER AND ASH WEDNESDAY 2026 
With a small but energetic crowd thanks Pastor Scott’s granddaughters visiting from California and from Clinton, on 

Wednesday February 18 we had our “Fat Tuesday” Pancake Supper followed by our Ash Wednesday service.  

Thanks to Donna Goodfriend and many others assisting with the flapjack flipping and sausage grilling and to Donna 

and Lauralyn Kolb assisting Pastor Scott Leonard in the worship service with Rob Kolb supplying the music. 
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HAMILTON COLLEGE MAKE A DIFFERENCE DAY 
We were pleased once again to have some Hamilton College student volunteers from HAVOC come and help 
spiffy up the church.  HAVOC is the Hamilton Association for Volunteering, Outreach and Charity.  Students 
volunteer at various locations in the community to build relationships and positively impact our surroundings.  
Our church has participated in this for over 20 years.  On frigid, subzero Saturday, February 7th, we had 7 won-
derful students come from around 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  One was a senior and the other freshman with one 
from the Bay Area in California and the others from the northeast (New York, Connecticut, Maine, New Hamp-
shire).  Given that Dwight Dibble had just finished the ceiling work in the sanctuary the day before, the timing 
couldn’t have been better to help clean up the paint and plaster dust everywhere.  They cleaned in the sanctuary, 
Narthex, choir loft, downstairs kitchen and dining room.  Thank you to Mary Chamblerlain and Donna Good-
friend for coordinating the duties and Helen and Scott Leonard for assisting also.  The best part is having lunch 
with them and learning more about each of them. It gives you hope for future! 

L-R: Maddie Shilling, Sophia Lostumbo, Molly Johnson,  
Greta Andelman, Katy Appleman, Cindy Liu, Gemma 

ANNUAL JOINT SESSION-DEACONS MEETING 2/19/26 
Annually, we have the deacons meet formally with the session to ostensibly report on their activities for the past year, 
but we use it more for a chance to share joys and concerns overall—and, frankly, for the session to thank the deacons 
for all their wonderful, gracious service.  Since we hold the meeting after installation of new officers, we also use it as 
a time to review our duties and responsibilities as required by the Book of Order and how we do so in practice.  And 
doing the meeting by Zoom makes it a lot easier than physically trudging out on a cold, wintry evening! 
 

BIBLE STUDY INVITATION 
At the annual session-deacons meeting last month it was asked if we could do 

a Bible study.  The structure, the topic(s), and logistics of it will be worked out 
based on who is interested.  If you are interested, reach out to Donna Good-
friend or Scott Leonard.  We likely would start it up after Easter Sunday. 
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Stone Church has an online giving 
tool called Givelify that is also 
available as an app on your smart 
mobile device.  Check it out on our 
web page.   

INSTALLATION OF NEW OFFICERS 2/8/26 
At the congregational meeting in January, we elected officers for session and the board of deacons. At our February 

8th worship service, we ordained with the laying on of hands by elders and installed Rosalie Wadsworth as a brand-
new Ruling Elder and (re-)installed John Menard and Sherry Robinson (virtually) as Ruling Elders.  We also are 
grateful for those continuing another term, Lora Schilder for elder and Trisha Harris, Barbara Greene, and Judy 

LaGasse for deacons.  For our outgoing ruling elders we thank John and Mary Ann Stiefvater as elders and Bev 
Miller as deacon for their many years of service We are blessed to have all who serve us so faithfully! 

L-R: Scott Leonard, Donna Goodfriend, John Menard, Rosalie Wadsworth 

CHILDREN PARTICIPATION AT WORSHIP ON 2/22/26 
On the first Sunday in Lent, Abigail Miller, Allison Miller, Reyna Patel, and Lana Patel (four of Scott and Helen 

Leonard’s grandchildren) participated in the worship service.  They lit the candles (Allison and Reyna) and 
poured the baptismal water (Abigail and Lana) in the opening and later Allison and Reyna jointly read the gospel 
lesson from Matthew 4:1-11, the temptation of Jesus.  Reyna and Lana with their mother Stephanie Leonard (who 

grew up at Stone Church) were visiting from Mountain View, CA.  All of them did a wonderful job and it was a 
joy to have them all! 

L-R: Abigail Miller, Allison Miller, Reyna Patel, Lana Patel 
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HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST.  Hope House continues to serve the unhoused and needy of Utica 

with three meals a day and a place for daytime shelter. We at Stone Church join their mission once a month by 

sending three volunteers to serve dinner there. As you know, we also have a Sunday (the 4th of the month) 

designated as an opportunity to bring in items for Hope House and their guests. Their needs for this month 

continue to be sugar and coffee, as well as full-sized personal items like shampoo, conditioner, and bar 

soap.  Also in these winter months they could use mittens/gloves and hand warmers.  We're always looking for 

more people willing to spend a couple of hours (3-5 pm) with us on the 4th Monday of the month serving 

dinner at Hope House. If you'd like to join us, you can use the sign-up sheet in the back of the sanctuary, or 

contact Lora Schilder at 315-790-1945 or lschilde@hamilton.edu.  

COUNTRY PANTRY: The Country Pantry will be collecting canned pineapple,  canned yams. 

Scalloped potatoes, rice and $10 gift cards from Hannaford, Price Chopper. ALDI'S or Walmart to be used to 

buy hams.  Please help me fill my car on the 3rd Sunday of every month.  Blessed are those who give!!   Thank 

you. 

THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  Goodbye winter, hello spring!  March into the new season. Spring 

forward with our help!  Make this season memorable. Happiness blooms here! 

• Our Alpaca Rabbits are cuddly soft, made in Peru from alpaca fur in natural colors. 

You won’t believe how soft they are. You have to feel them to find out!  

• Also made in Peru, our bamboo carved Slide Flute will delight your kids.  You push and pull 

the plunger to change the pitch. Beautifully decorated with animal designs, it’s sure to create 

some fun.   

• Don’t just send a card, send art!  Each of our Quilled Cards are beautifully handmade by 

highly skilled artisans in Vietnam and takes one hour to create. A quilled card is meant for 

you to share, cherish as a keepsake, or display as the work of art it is. 

These and MANY, MANY MORE uniquely handcrafted gift items from 38 different countries 

can be found at our FAIR TRADE SHOP, STONE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 8 SO. PARK ROW, 

CLINTON.  Our regular hours are 10am to 4pm every Thursday, SECOND SATURDAYS, and by 

appointment by calling 315-853-1070.  Purchasing fair trade items ensures artisans and small farmers fair wages 

and healthy working conditions, providing dignity, sustainable development and hope for marginalized people.  

LET US BE YOUR GO-TO GIFT SHOP!   Visit us at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 

www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS PRAYER REQUEST 

Midge Bakos 

Friends of Julia Vieira Reis 

Family & Friends of Barbara Donagher 

Tom Mannino & Family 

Matt Schementi 

Helen Leonard 

Mary Ann Stiefvater 

John Stiefvater 

Bev Miller 

Peggy Weldon 

Tom & Ewa Lawrence 

Phil Conley 

Ruth Hughes 

Want to see what’s on the calendar?   You don’t 
have to call the office.  Go to our home web page 
- stonepres.org, and click on the “Calendar” tab at 
the top or on the calendar icon. 

DON’T FORGET THE DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of each month. All 
of the loose money collected on those Sundays will go to support the 
ministry of the Deacons. Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons:   
Linda Rance, Judy LaGasse, Mary Chamberlain, Trish Harris, Emily 
Hughes, Barbara Greene, Helen Leonard and Deb Lapoint 
 

1 - Taylor Pavlot 

2 - Buffie Brothers 

3 - Stephanie Leonard 

6 - Chris Jensen 

8 - Kara Milana 

9 - Mandy Machold 

10 -      Chris Grogan 

12 -      Zeke LeFrois 

16        Cheech Campbell 

18 - Sue Dewey 

21 - Liz Harrington 

23 - Grace Whittemore 

24 - Ewa Lawrence 

28 - Christine Tuttle 

COME AND CELEBRATE. Pastor Scott Leonard is retiring 
from his full-time day job in Rome. John Menard is retiring 
from his dental practice in Clinton. We are having a retirement 
luncheon for them on Sunday, April 12, after worship. Please 
plan to join us in celebrating this new chapter in their lives. Any 
questions, contact Mary Chamberlain 315-853-5077. 
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 SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS – FEBRUARY 10TH 2026 

• Officer Training - Pastor Scott Leonard sent us paperwork to read about elder and deacon responsibilities prior to our 

meeting.  While the duties cover up to very large churches, the fundamentals that Elders oversee the welfare of the church 

and the spread of the gospel, the Deacons lead the church in its ministry of sympathy and service, and Ministers of the 

Word and Sacrament teach, preach, and administer the sacraments.  Our being a Matthew 25 church helps us to be orga-

nized and intentional in that regard. 

 

• We reviewed our mission statement: “The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 

engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the 

love of God.” 

 

• The session thanked the Deacons for all they do for us and our community of faith and the joy it is to have them. Our dea-

cons are the best!  They are also leading the way to making folks feel welcome. 

 

• Bible study groups - Rosalie Wadsworth expressed interest in having a Bible study.  We agreed it would be good and need 

to discuss further the best way to do it. 

 

• We discussed concerns of our members and their health and the need to continue to minister to them. 

 

• Hamilton College students cleaned church last week. 

 

• Discussed members and who they have visited and how they are.  

 

• Ordination and installation of officers - On February 8, 2026, Rosalie Wadsworth was ordained and installed as an elder. 

John Menard installed and Sherry Robinson (installed through Facebook live) as elders. 

 

• Scott Leonard reached out to ReWire for energy source evaluation.   

 

• Session VOTED in favor to let the local girl scouts to meet at church Saturday mornings at 10:30 a.m. Sarah Miller is the 

leader and is getting their certificate of insurance. 

 

• Scott Leonard sent email to all elders and deacons with an attached draft of the Presbytery of Utica and Presbytery of 

Northern New York who are seeking to merge.  (The Presbytery of Northern New York extends from Lake Champlain 

east to Lake Ontario on the west, bordered by the St. Lawrence River on the north and extends into the Adirondack moun-

tains to the south.) It will be voted on at the May presbytery meeting.  Pat Joseph, Donna Goodfriend and Scott Leonard 

have been involved in some of the discussions and fully support it. One challenge will be the geographic spread but unlike 

other nearby presbyteries we and our friends to the north are “united in on mind and united in one purpose.”  We will dis-
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DEACONS CORNER 

 

HOW MANY DAYS UNTIL SPRING? 
 

Besides hearing “How many inches of snow did we get?”, the second most common phrase we all heard in Febru-

ary was “How many days until Spring?” Well, it’s almost here! Spring begins March 20th. 

 

The Bible often portrays Spring as a season of renewal, new life and God’s faithfulness in providing sustenance 

through “early and later rains”. It symbolizes spiritual growth, the resurrection and a time of fresh beginnings, re-

minding believers of God’s power to bring life out of dormant Winter conditions. 

 

There is a poem written by Helen Rice that we would like to share with you.  

It’s called ……. AFTER THE WINTER, GOD SENDS THE SPRING. 

 

              “Springtime is the season of hope, joy and cheer. 

              There’s beauty all around to see, to touch, to hear. 

              So no matter how downhearted or discouraged you may be, 

              New hope is born when we behold leaves budding in a tree. 

              Or when we see a timid flower push through the frozen sod, 

              And open wide in great surprise, it’s petaled eyes to God… 

              For this is just God saying “Lift up your eyes to Me, 

              And the bleakness of your spirit like the budding springtime tree, 

              Will loose its wintry darkness and your heavy heart will sing!” 

              For God never sends the Winter without the joy of Spring!” 

 

Spring is an exciting time to look forward to year after year. The weather gets a little warmer, the sun gets a little 

LENTEN WALK:  Part of our worship for Lent is to have a Lenten Walk to symbolically commemorate 

our 40-day journey. Though we finish this month, we thank Donna Goodfriend for making our “desert” and 

providing the symbols each week and look forward to it turning into a “garden” on Easter Sunday. 

LABYRINTH OPEN!  Once again we have our labyrinth open in the chancel area of the sanctuary. You 
are welcomed to come walk it most weekday mornings when the church is open, 
Sundays, or by appointment.  A labyrinth is used for walking meditation. It is a sin-
gle winding path from the outer edge in a circuitous way to the center. Labyrinths 
are used world-wide as a way to quiet the mind, calm anxieties, recover balance in 
life, enhance creativity and encourage meditation, insight, self-reflection and stress 
reduction. 
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EARLY PLEDGES WANTED & APPRECIATED.  
Because of heating bills, cash flow is more of a problem for our church in the winter months (January 

through April) than summer months, even during a relatively warm winter. Session is asking folks to con-

sider giving more of their pledge upfront, if possible. And don’t worry—we will keep good track of what 

you have paid towards your pledge! 

EASTER FLOWERS 

Easter Flowers are available this year for those who wish to remember a loved one. Please fill out 

the form below and put it in the collection plate or send it, along with a check, to the church office 

(P.O. Box 33, Clinton 13323).  The plants can be picked up after the Easter service.  

The order deadline is March 23rd. 

 Flower choices:  

 ¨  Lilies        $18.00 (6” pot)  

 ¨    Mums        $ 14.50 (6” pot) 

         yellow, purple, white, or lavender 

 ¨   Tulips             $10.00 

 ¨   Daffodils       $10.00 

 ¨   Hyacinths       $10.00 

  

Call Judy LaGasse - (315) 725-2217 or Janice LeFrois - 315 -853-2933  

Name of donor (s)   __________________________________________________ 

      __________________________________________________ 

Given in memory of  __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

Given in honor of      __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

Deacons may deliver the plant to the homebound    ___ yes               ___ no 



 

        Page 11                       
The Corner Stone 

 

WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  Please note that per capita payments for the New Year are 

now being readily accepted!!! The 2026 per capita charge this year remains at $46.04 per member, the same as 

last year. The church is assessed this amount for each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 

cost of our representative democracy as a church and supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 

Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 

Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your pledge envelope. It is helpful if you pay the per capita 

explicitly even if it comes from your overall financial commitment to the church for the year. Thank you in 

advance for your help. 



 

 

 

To see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 

  

    Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

     Cell: 315-723-7420 
     Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

     Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                      Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

                Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                           Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

                Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                   Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

                Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

                www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

                www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

                                         Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. in person, streamed & recorded on Facebook Live 

                                   Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. M,W,Th & F—Closed on Tuesday 

Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Mary Chamberlain, Linda Rance 

& Donna Goodfriend who have folded, taped and 

labeled this issue of The Corner Stone just for 

you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the April newslet-
ter is Friday, March 20th. 
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