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WORSHIP AT STONE IN WORSHIP AT STONE IN APRILAPRIL 

  
April 2, 2026 – Maundy Thursday – The Lord’s Supper 

7:00 p.m. Tenebrae service of light and darkness. 
  

April 3, 2026 – Ecumenical Good Friday Service  

12:00 p.m. Clinton Area Ministerium Ecumenical Service at St. James  
Episcopal Church followed by a light lunch. 
 

April 5, 2026 – Easter Sunday – Ecumenical Sunrise Service  

7:00 a.m. Clinton Area Ministerium Ecumenical Sunrise Service on the Green. 

 

April 5, 2026 – Easter Sunday – The Lord’s Supper 

Acts 10:34-43   God shows no partiality. 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24   The stone rejected has become the cornerstone. 
Colossians 3:1-4   Set your minds on the things that are above. 
Matthew 28:1-10   The women find an empty tomb.   
Sermon:  “All Shook Up” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 

 

April 12, 2026 – 2nd Sunday of Easter – Low Sunday 

Acts 2:14a, 22-32   Peter preaches about the resurrection. 
Psalm 16   God shows me the path of life. 
1 Peter 1:3-9   We have been born again to a life full of hope. 
John 20:19-31   Jesus appears to a doubting disciple.  
Sermon:  “After Shocks” 

 

April 19, 2026 – 3rd Sunday of Easter  

Acts 2:14a, 36-41   Peter invites everyone to repent and be baptized. 
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19   The Lord has answered me in my distress. 
1 Peter 1:17-23   You have been ransomed by Christ and born anew. 
Luke 24:13-35   Jesus meets disciples on the road to Emmaus. 
Helen Tracy preaching 

 
 

April 26, 2026 – 4th Sunday of Easter – Shepherd’s Sunday  
Acts 2:42-47   The new church grows through prayer and fellowship 
Psalm 23   The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
1 Peter 2:19-35   To suffer for what is right is to be like Christ. 
John 10:1-10   Jesus is the good shepherd. 
Sermon:  “Going Astray” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
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The Next Chapter 
 

On Friday 3/27/2026 I will have retired from my full-time day job after about 45 years, 7 
months, and 24 days in the professional workforce.  Ironically, it will be close to the two 
months I was laid off by my previous companies in April/May 1995 and March/April 
2009.  And with the inauspicious start at my last company, I thought I would end my 
career being laid off there as well.  Given I had been laid off just before reaching 15 years 
of service in each my first two jobs, I thought the same might happen this last time as 
well.  That would have been fine because it would have made it easy to decide when to 
retire.  In fact, after 15 years of service and turning 66, when they did some 
reorganizations and layoffs a couple of times, I thought, “Now would be the time.”  But it 
wasn’t.   
 
Truth be told, I enjoyed the challenge and rewards of my job assisting with business development and managing 
proposals for federal government contract work.  I enjoyed the confidence developed from years of experience 
that led to a recognized proficiency, as well as, at my age, it was more a job than a career—I didn’t have to 
worry about things going wrong that could jeopardize promotions or raises, since I was fairly maxed out and 
could retire if need be.   
 
And there were two score and more years of always working, of always providing, of always saving.  You know 
that it is so someday when you’re “old” you can retire and relax.  Even, though, after the last 10 years of also 
being a pastor and demands of having to do a service and sermon most weeks, I was kind of hoping that external 
forces would make the decision for me as they had done in my previous companies.  The truth is I was 
comfortable, respected, and financially secured.  And retiring meant a certain amount of confronting my own 
mortality. 
 
My father retired from federal government civil service at age 64.  He and my mother got to do a fair amount of 
world travel, even as he unexpectedly developed multiple myeloma.  He died thirty years ago this April 13 at my 
current age of about 67-1/2 years old.  That in itself is not my reason for retiring but a reminder that all of our 
days are numbered.  We just don’t know that number.  While I had been mulling over retirement the past couple 
of years, last December a still small voice said, “It’s time.”   
 
And it is time to change focus, time for the next chapter in my life.  Statistically, I have about 20 productive 
years left and I am called to devote it to family, church, and community through love, charity, and service. 
 
On April 2 this year we observe Maundy Thursday, Jesus’ last meal with his disciples and his new 
commandment to “love one another.”  Then we have Good Friday with his crucifixion and Saturday with 
silence.  The disciples were reeling from what had been a triumphal entry into Jerusalem less than a week ago to 
their Lord and Master now being dead and their own lives in question. Then on Sunday we celebrate the 
Resurrection of the Lord (aka Easter) and Christ conquering death.   
 
The lives of the apostles changed irrevocably for now they had a new mission in life: to proclaim the Good 
News of Jesus the Christ.  Their lives had changed so that they could now changed the lives of others.  Not 
through coercion, but welcoming.  Not through conversion, but invitation.  Not through judgment, but love.  The 
disciples focus shifted from themselves and “who would be the greatest” to others and who would help the least.   
 
So too, we are called to do the same.  As People of the Way, we are called to follow the way of Christ.  The 
Resurrection means we should be a changed people, embodying and promoting love, mercy, and forgiveness.  
Not to be saved but because we have been saved.  Not for ourselves, but for God.  For as 1 Peter 2:21 says, “For 
to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should 
follow in his steps.” 
 
Happy Easter, 

 



 

 The Corner Stone                             Page  3  

 CLINTON AREA MINISTERIUM LENTEN SERIES  

 This year’s ecumenical Lenten Series was on “Faith and 

Imagination.” St. Mary’s Catholic Church graciously 

hosted it for the five Wednesday evenings in February 

and March. It was well-attended with about 60 to 70 

people in general and we had wonderful soups, bread, and 

desserts from each of the parishes. Many thanks to 

moderators we had each week: Feb 25: Lenten Hymns & Prayers – Fr. Dan 

Caruso; Mar 4: Watercolor Prayers – Mtr. Joanna Benskin; Mar 11: Service 

Bulletin Blackout Poems – The Rev. Abel Roy; Mar 18: Faith & Poetry – The Rev. Janet Griffiths; Mar 25: 

Jesus as Storyteller – Pastor Scott Leonard. 

 

BIBLE STUDY COMING! 

Hello all Members and Friends- 

We would like to restart a Bible study and to that end, I have some questions for you to let me know your 

preferences: 

What time of day? Morning, afternoon, or evening 

What day of the week? Sunday through Saturday 

Where would it take place? Church, someone’s home (could rotate), other 

Who would be interested in leading a group? This could even be someone outside our church 

Preference for a specific book of the Bible or a topic that spans books 

Ideally, this would begin in late April or early May with a break during the summer.  We could begin again 

in September. 

Please let me know your thoughts by April 15. 

I can be reached by: 

Email: rosaliewads@hotmail.com 

Phone/text: 315-360-0501 

Church mailbox 

In Person! 

Looking forward to hearing your thoughts and ideas. 

 

Rosalie Wadsworth 
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MARCH 2023 MISSION  

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 2026 

IF WE ALL DO A LITTLE, IT ADDS UP TO A LOT! 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing began as a radio broadcast on Saturday March 26, 1949.   

Immediately following WWII, Protestant churches appealed to congregations for relief in areas devastated by the 

war, primarily in Europe and Asia 

That Saturday broadcast asked listeners to attend church the following morning and make a sacrificial contribution.  

It was estimated that more than 75,000 churches participated. 

The following year, the offering was repeated and the “One Great Hour of Sharing” was born. 

This is an ecumenical effort with each denomination allocating its gifts differently.  All funds, however, are used 

for ministries of disaster relief, refugee assistance, and development aid.  Projects are supported in more than one 

hundred countries, including the U.S. and Canada. 

Following is a brief overview of how PC(USA) allocates funds: 

Gifts are used for immediate support and long-term disaster recovery after both natural and human-caused disasters. 

Hunger relief is provided through education and determining the root causes of hunger. 

A commitment is made to eradicate systemic poverty.  This is done by working with and supporting efforts of the 

economically poor, the oppressed, and disadvantaged people. 

Direct support is provided to immigrants navigating the immigration system.  PC(USA) advocates for compassion-

ate and just immigration laws and policies. 

And finally, PC(USA) has created resources and presentations for reflection on economic and environmental justice 

issues, including environmental racism. 

Please give generously to the One Great Hour of Sharing this Lenten season.  You are invited to give through Stone 

Presbyterian or online at pcusa.org/give-oghs.  You can make an online gift at any time throughout the year or you 

can send checks directly to Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.); P.O. Box 643700; Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700. 

Remember, IF WE ALL DO A LITTLE, IT ADDS UP TO A LOT! 
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Stone Church has an online giving tool called Givelify 
that is also available as an app on your smart mobile 
device.  Check it out on our web page.   

OPTIMIST YOUTH ORATORICAL CONTEST AT STONE CHURCH 
The Clinton Optimist Club, which Jim Gavett and Scott Leonard are members, held their oratorical contest in the 

Norton Room on 3/12/26. The contest is designed for young people to gain experience in public speaking and pro-

vide them with an opportunity to compete for multiple college scholarships with a pre-assigned topic. This year the 

topic was “Topic: “The Moment I Realized I Belonged — My Definition of Community.” Thanks to Clinton High 

School English teacher Taylor Staskowski, we had six contestants this year!  First place went to Claudia Hepler 

and second place to Sierra Townsend.  They received checks for $100 and $50, respectively. Both are eligible to 

move on to the next of three levels.  Other participants were Josey Bauer, Annalise Perry, and Jack Foley. The 

World Championship will be held July 17-18, 2026, at Saint Louis University in St. Louis, MO. Regional winners 

receive at least $5,000, with top world championship prizes of $15,000, $10,000, and $5,000! 

 

HOSPITALITY TIME 
Every week after worship we have our Hospitality Time courtesy of our deacons who provide the refreshments 

and the seasonal decorations.  It is a wonderful to bond and connect, particular with visitors and guests.  It’s also 

always scrumptious! 
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HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  Hope House continues to serve the unhoused and needy of Utica 

with three meals a day and a place for daytime shelter. We at Stone Church join their mission once a month by 

sending three volunteers to serve dinner there. As you know, we also have a Sunday (the 4th of the month) 

designated as an opportunity to bring in items for Hope House and their guests. Their needs for this month 

continue to be sugar and coffee, as well as full-sized personal items like shampoo, conditioner, and bar 

soap.  Also in these winter months they could use mittens/gloves and hand warmers.  We're always looking for 

more people willing to spend a couple of hours (3-5 pm) with us on the 4th Monday of the month serving 

dinner at Hope House. If you'd like to join us, you can use the sign-up sheet in the back of the sanctuary, or 

contact Lora Schilder at 315-790-1945 or lschilde@hamilton.edu.  

COUNTRY PANTRY: The Country Pantry thanks you for your contributions of food, gift cards and 

cash so our clients may have a festive Easter. We now are in need of pasta, sauce,  tuna, peanut butter and 

macaroni and  cheese . 

Please help me fill my car on the 3rd Sunday of every month.  Blessed are those who give!!   Thank you. 

 

THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  “A gift from a friend is more than an object being gifted:  the 

thought behind it is an expression of love, because it is a genuine wish for you to be 

happy.”  (Quote from Richard  Bach).   

• We are proud to offer you our exquisitely crafted pine needle baskets from Guatemala.  

Handmade from sustainably sourced longleaf pine needles and pajon, a native wildgrass 

found in the Guatemalan Highlands, these heirloom quality baskets will enhance your 

home with their natural beauty and subtle fragrances.  Basket makers masterfully 

combine color, form, and fine stitchery to create baskets that are perfect for display and are 

entirely functional. 

• Our adorable Pink Bunny Box from India is made from recycled paper pulp and is waiting to be 

displayed or filled with small treasures. 

• Each of our Quilled Floral Eggs from Vietnam is completely covered by hand with dozens of individually 

coiled paper strips, forming a vibrant floral egg pattern inspired by blooming spring daisies. 

These and many, many more uniquely handcrafted gift items from 38 different countries can be found at our 

FAIR TRADE SHOP, STONE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 8 SO. PARK ROW, CLINTON.  Our regular 

hours are 10am to 4pm every Thursday, second Saturdays and by appointment by calling 315-853-1070.  

Purchasing fair trade items ensures artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, 
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Jim Gavett 

Midge Bakos 

Friends of Julia Vieira Reis 

Family & Friends of Barbara Donagher 

Tom Mannino & Family 

Matt Schementi 

Helen Leonard 

Mary Ann Stiefvater 

John Stiefvater 

Bev Miller 

Peggy Weldon 

Tom & Ewa Lawrence 

Ruth Hughes 

 

Want to see what’s on the calendar?   You don’t 

have to call the office.  Go to our home web 

page - stonepres.org, and click on the 

“Calendar” tab at the top or on the calendar icon. 

DON’T FORGET THE DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of each month. All 

of the loose money collected on those Sundays will go to support the 

ministry of the Deacons. Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons:   

Linda Rance, Judy LaGasse, Mary Chamberlain, Trish Harris, Emily 

Hughes, Barbara Greene, Helen Leonard and Deb Lapoint 

COME AND CELEBRATE. Pastor Scott Leonard is 

retiring from his full-time day job in Rome. John Menard is re-

tiring from his dental practice in Clinton. We are having a re-

tirement luncheon for them on Sunday, April 12, after worship. 

Please plan to join us in celebrating this new chapter in their 

lives. Any questions, contact Mary Chamberlain 315-853-5077. 

1 - Patty Kloidt 

  Ryan Harrington 

2 - Amber Goodfriend 

 - Anne Dunn 

6 - Gina Padgett 

7 - Carrie Goodfriend 

 - Jacob Dahlin 

13  - Mo Lalonde 

  Hunter Padgett 

19 - Jonathan Buckley 

20 - Loring Watkins 

  Alexander Russo 

22 - Mary Kate Monohan 

24 - Helen Leonard 

  Drew Altdoerffer 

26 - Patricia Joseph 

27 - Morgan Pavlot 

28 - Benjamin Joseph 
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 SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS – MARCH 09, 2026 

• Pastor Scott Leonard preached 2/15/26, 2/18/26, pancake dinner 6:00 pm; Ash Wednesday Service 7:00 pm, 

2/22/26, 3/1/26, 3/8/26; all services in person and live streamed. 

• He has participated in most of the weekly Tuesday Presbytery Worship Leaders Zoom meetings. 

• He will discuss with the CAM members about having Steve Smits from Presbytery speak about their research 

on our abolitionist roots as an ecumenical activity.  

• He has participated in NBS TOGether Central and Eastern online storytelling guilds. 

• He has also participated in a Zoom-recorded live epic storytelling of Jonah on 2/19/26 for the Eastern Guild 

and in-person telling on 2/11/26 of Raising of Lazarus at Our Redeemer Church in Scotia, NY 

• Lenten study series at St. Mary’s school has been going well with a soup supper @ 6:00 p.m. followed by the 

program.  It is going well, 65 and 70 people attending the first two weeks and a bit of a drop after that. 

• Pastor Scott reached out to Clinton Chamber of Commerce about ads for Chamber guide to the new director, 

Isabelle Alexander-Klaboe. 

• Stone Church will again host the Clinton Optimist Youth Oratorical Contest in the Norton Room. It will be at 

6:30 p.m. Thursday, 3/12/26. Scott Leonard and Jim Gavett will be present. 

• The local Girl Scout troop asked to meet at the church Saturday mornings twice a month at 10:30 a.m. Sarah 

Miller is one of the scout leaders and Abby Miller is one of the scouts. The session voted to approve their re-

quest.  Sarah is sending a copy of their insurance certificate. 

• Scott Leonard is retiring from his full-time employer on Friday 3/27/26. 

• We are so lucky to have Lee Kelso for our sexton.  He was so grateful to get the new snow blower, that he has 

bought us a beautiful set of tools with tool box for the church. It was so thoughtful of Lee to donate and we ap-

preciate him very much.  

• John Menard said an energy audit is in the works with ReWire. 

• Rosalie Wadsworth, our new chair for Mission, Stewardship, and Support (MSS), is working on One Great 

Hour of Sharing each week to present to the congregation. Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday will be collecting.   

PROPERTY COMMITTEE: Thanks to a very generous donation from our  sexton, the Church  has 

a new toolbox and set of very nice tools. As you can see from the photograph, the gift includes many different 

screw drivers, wrenches, plier, a hammer and miscellaneous items that will undoubtedly be useful for the many  

needs that we have. Thank you Lee for this very thoughtful gift!! 
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DEACONS CORNER 

APRIL SHOWERS BRING MAY FLOWERS 

 
April is a fun, lighthearted month anchored by April Fool’s Day and the arrival of Spring. It features quirky na-

tional holidays like “Grilled Cheese Day” (11th), “Scrabble Day” (13th), and “Wear your PJ’s to work Day” (16th). 

It’s a time for playful pranks, blooming flowers and the start of spring fever.  

 

As the weather warms people get eager to get outside. But, as we all know, April usually brings a lot of rain. We 

all remind ourselves that “April showers bring May flowers”. That phrase also holds spiritual and metaphorical 

meanings. It symbolizes that temporary hardships, grief or struggles (“showers”) are necessary, nourishing ele-

ments that lead to personal growth, joy and new beginnings. (“flowers”). It acts as a reminder that painful experi-

ences often lay the groundwork for a more beautiful purposeful future.  

 

So, this phase is a reminder for all of us to look beyond our current struggles and trust that they are stepping stones 

to something positive.  

LABYRINTH OPEN!  Once again we have our labyrinth open in the chancel area of the sanctuary..  

You are welcomed to come walk it most weekday mornings when the church is open, 

Sundays, or by appointment.  A labyrinth is used for walking meditation. It is a single 

winding path from the outer edge in a circuitous way to the center. Labyrinths are used 

world-wide as a way to quiet the mind, calm anxieties, recover balance in life, enhance 

creativity and encourage meditation, insight, self-reflection and stress reduction. 

At our 3/9/26 session meeting we welcomed Michelle Dolan, our Committee on Ministry (COM) liaison 

from the Presbytery of Utica.  Michelle has preached for us several times and attended the Synod of the 

Northeast meeting last fall with Pastor Scott Leonard, so she knows us pretty well!  We enjoyed just sharing 

all the good things happening at Stone. 

SESSION MEETING WITH MICHELLE DOLAN 
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LENTEN WALK. Part of our worship for Lent is to have a Lenten Walk to symbolically commemorate our 

40-day journey.  We thank Donna Goodfriend for making our “desert” and providing the symbols 

each week and look forward to it turning into a “garden” on Easter Sunday (which we’ll show next 

month). 

 

First week was eating a piece of apple symbolically remembering the first sin when Eve and 

Adam disobeyed God and ate fruit they were forbidden to.   

 

The second week was taking a heart and putting by the globe in the desert to indicate our 

own love for the world as God as so loved the world.   

 

The third week was to take a cup of water from the well and pour it into the baptismal font in  

remembrance of that living water from our Savior.   

 

The fourth week as to be anointed with oil as a sign of God’s spirit upon us.   

 

The fifth week was to take a bone and put it in the desert as a reminder that without the 

ruach, that is, the breath, the spirit of God, we are as dry bones with no life and no hope 

just as it was in valley of the dry bones with Ezekiel. 

LUNCH-AND-LEARN: HISTORY OF THE NORTON ROOM 
After worship on March 22 Donna Goodfriend and Rosalie Wadsworth gave us a presentation on the history of the 

Norton Room.  It was a fascinating look back to the room’s evolution from a chapel to a Sunday School area to 

“the Green Room” to today’s fellowship hall!  They plan to have another on the sanctuary sometime in the future. 
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  Please note that per capita payments for the New Year are 

now being readily accepted!!! The 2026 per capita charge this year remains at $46.04 per member, the same as 

last year. The church is assessed this amount for each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 

cost of our representative democracy as a church and supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, 

Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. 

Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your pledge envelope. It is helpful if you pay the per capita 

explicitly even if it comes from your overall financial commitment to the church for the year. Thank you in 

SAVE THE DATE:  Our annual Community Collection Day this year will be Saturday 

5/09/26. Sponsored by Clinton Area Ministerium but including community organizations, the 

primary purpose is to collect food for The Country Pantry.  Look for details in upcoming newsletters. 

Workers and bakers are needed for the Community Collection Day bake sale on that day from 9:00 

a.m. until noon. Any questions, please contact Mary Chamberlain at (315) 853-5077. 



 

 

 

To see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 

  

    Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

     Cell: 315-723-7420 
     Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

     Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                      Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

                Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                           Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

                Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                   Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

                Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

                www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

                www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

                                         Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. in person, streamed & recorded on Facebook Live 

                                   Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. M,W,Th & F—Closed on Tuesday 

Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Mary Chamberlain, Barb Greene 

& Linda Rance who have folded, taped and la-

beled this issue of The Corner Stone just for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the May newslet-
ter is Wednesday, April 22nd. 
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