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The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ,
engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow
as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.

WORSHIP AT STONE IN JANUARY

' January S, 2025 — Epiphany of the Lord — The Lord’s Supper

Isaiah 60:1-6 Arise, shine for your light has come.

& Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 A prayer for guidance and support for the king.
Ephesians 3:1-12  Paul’s Ministry to the Gentiles.

Matthew 2:1-12  The coming of the Wise Men.

Sermon: “The Lord Gives and We Take” — Pastor Scott Leonard preaching

January 12, 2025 — Baptism of the Lord — The Lord’s Supper
Isaiah 43:1-7 The Lord has redeemed Israel.

Psalm 29 The voice of the Lord is over the waters.

Acts 8:14—17 Peter and John give Samaria the gift of the Spirit.
Sermon: “You Are Marked” — Pastor Scott Leonard preaching

N \ January 19, 2025 — 2nd Sunday after Epiphany
‘s [saiah 62:1-5 The vindication and salvation of Zion
Psalm 36:5-10 God'’s love is steadfast.
1 Corinthians 12:1-11 There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit.
John 2:1-11 The wedding at Cana.
% Helen Tracy preaching

January 26, 2025 — 3rd Sunday after Epiphany

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 Ezra reads the scriptures in public.
Psalm 19 The Heavens Are Telling.

1 Corinthians 12:12-31a The church is the body of Christ.
Luke 4:14-21 Jesus teaches in the synagogue in Nazareth.
Sermon: “Bring Good News” — Pastor Scott Leonard preaching
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THE PASTOR’S

Tempus Fugit.
“Time flies like an arrow, fruit flies like a banana.”

Last month I noted it was the tenth anniversary of me being commissioned as lay pastor. This
month, as we start the quadranscentennial year 2025, is the tenth anniversary of me starting that
commission, sharing duties with our installed Minister of Word and Sacrament, the Rev. Dennis
Dewey for six months until his retirement. We were both part-time at complementary / alternating
times, including conducting worship services and moderating session. We also both wrote pastor columns (well, “half”
columns!) for the newsletter each month. It was a time of mentorship and transition that prepared me well to assume sole
pastorship (though still part-time) starting July 1, 2015.

It's hard to believe it’s been ten years already. And with this decennial celebration, I surpass the Rev. Robert Halloek’s
term of 9.5 years (1/20/1887 — 8/1/1906) as pastor. Out of our 20 installed pastors (i.e., not including interim ministers)
only 5 served longer than 10 years. I might be able to catch the Rev. Robert Vermilye (6/19/1846 — 11/15/1857) at 11.4
years, but not likely the others: the Rev. Thomas Hudson at 21.8 years (1/12/1870 — 11/15/1891), the Rev. Harold Wylie at
23.6 years (1/24/1929 — 9/1/1952), the Rev. Gerry Platz at 24.41 years (3/17/1968 — 8/15/1992), and, of course, the Rev.
Asahel Norton, our first pastor for 40.1 years (9/18/1793 — 11/15/1833). In contrast, the median time of our installed
pastors is 5.7 years, which is fairly typical for most churches.

I am also the first Commissioned Lay Pastor (CLP) aka Commissioned Ruling Elder (CRE) and the first part-time minister,
which has contributed to my longevity; being a pastor has been my avocation while working in the technology private
sector has been my vocation. And I became pastor years after my children were well-established on their own. Thus, I
have not had the stresses that many pastors have, including financial and moving around.

Still, it is by the spirit of God that I am still here. On paper, it was risky for Stone Church to hire me as a pastor and for me
to take it. One reason minsters are called and are from the outside is so they can provide the spiritual leadership required
and being able to move on as time and circumstances dictate. Except for a year break after I married, I have attended Stone
Church since I moved to Clinton in August 1980. My wife Helen and I officially became members about 1987. So, we
had about 30 years with the church, including raising all four of our children here, when the time came. If things didn’t
work out with me as pastor, then what would we do? At the same time, the church would risk losing us as active members.
Plus, there was the culture adjustment of me going from being just a member of the church to now being the leader of the
church. To paraphrase Jesus’ neighbors when he first preaches in his hometown, “Isn’t this the engineer originally from
GE? Isn’t his wife’s name Helen and aren’t his children Bobby, Jesse, Leanne, and Stephanie?” Could the church gain the
confidence and trust in me in my new role?

A decade later shows that what might have been risky in theory was not in practice. But to be honest, I never had any
doubt, partially because I knew what [ was getting into, having had analogous experience in my secular career, partially
because my biblical and liturgical background was pretty good for a layperson and only enhanced with the Rev. Dennis
Dewey during his tenure as our pastor (including storytelling!), and partially because the technology and infrastructure with
the Internet, email, and Zoom gave me the resources and capability needed for the position.

But the real reason is because of you, the members and friends of Stone Church. Not just because of your grace and
patience with me but more importantly because of your spiritual nature and living your lives as followers of Christ.

Despite the stresses and strains we’ve had over the 44 years I’ve been with the church, even before I became pastor, we had
an epiphany (I had to work that in somehow)—namely, that our focus should not be on saving the church but to be the
church. The manifestation of Christ to others comes from good stewardship of our time, talents, and treasure to the best of
our ability and not bury them in the ground and just try to hold on. Not that we are perfect or that we can become
complacent, but as Isaiah 40:31 (NLT) says, “those who trust in the Lord will find new strength. They will soar high on
wings like eagles. They will run and not grow weary. They will walk and not faint.”

Blessed and Happy New Year!

St
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Historical Period Revisited---A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past

Recognition of the Women’s Association & the Congregational Response to their Activities

I recently received a letter from Ceil Gilbert, who is the secretary/treasurer of the Women’s Association, informing
members of the 2024 balance of $4,060 and giving $300 to a proposed list of various mission projects for this year
and it came to my attention that not all in the congregation know how the money is raised. She also asked the asso-
ciation members whether there should be any additions and the response was to add the First Presbyterian Church of
Rome due to the damage done by a tornado last summer. The rest of the list includes: Country Pantry, Keys Pro-
gram, Pres. National Disaster Fund, Neighborhood Center, Abraham House, Rescue Mission, Thea Bowman House,
Hope House, Year-end Staff gifts and Christmas families.

Well folks, all those pie and bake sales we sponsor each year have raised the money for those listed above. For
many years Donna Goodfriend and Ceil Gilbert have done most of the pie baking in our own church kitchen and a
few others have helped such as Mary Chamberlain, Nancy Smith, Helen Leonard, Barb Green, Deb La Point, Lora
Schilder, Lauralyn Kolb, Gerry Gogel, and Trisha Harris. Several members have donated their own favorite recipes
but if I try to list them I know I’ll leave someone out. I also remember when the late Bill Rudge would always at-
tend our pie sales and he would say, “You ladies don’t charge enough!” It took us a few years to finally take his
advice.

During the pandemic we held our pie sales outside during May and September and found that holding up a sign in
front of the church encouraged folks to park and order from the curb. We would also get people just passing by from
the sidewalk. Fortunately the weather held out on those days and made the sales a huge success. Our customers at
different times would say, “Keep the change!” That was nice to hear and many showed their appreciation in other
ways.

Another project that relates to the Women’s Association was in 1984 when Richard Hartz from the Utica Neighbor-
hood Center came to speak about the Christmas program connected with Operation Sunshine. The women were en-
couraged to adopt a family for Christmas through this program and because it was so successful they continued it
annually and in subsequent years decided to sponsor two families. Committees were set up to coordinate buying
food, clothing and gifts for the family. After a couple of years the women were able to find a more efficient way to
organize the program to get the congregation involved which is the system we use today. Donna gets the list of
needs from the Neighborhood Center and enters them on colored paper ornaments for the Christmas tree showing
the two different families. People are invited after the service to look over the ornaments and decide what they wish
to buy and once purchased the gifts are brought to church with their ornament tags. They have a couple of weeks to
shop. Donna and helpers organize tables in the Norton room to be ready for the wrapping session following worship
and the members readily pitch in to accomplish this task. The next morning volunteers load the gifts into vehicles to
be delivered to the Neighborhood Center whose responsibility is to deliver the presents to the families.

Donna relates a story that one year two brothers from one of the sponsored families both wanted bicycles. A man
stood up from the congregation and said “if [ buy one of the bicycles, I challenge someone to buy the other one” and
he received a response immediately. I only bring this up because the program for helping needy families to have a
great Christmas has been a popular and very fulfilling program here at Stone Church for nearly 40 years. I thought it
was time that the Woman’s Association got recognition for sharing the money raised from pie sales with other
needy groups both in our community, nearby communities and in Utica.

Midge Bakos
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JANUARY 2024 MISSION

Mission, What or Which Mission?

Advent and Christmas are over. Looking back, we can remember that there was Thanksgiving and the Shoppers
Stroll and almost immediately came Advent. Each Sunday during Advent there was an agency or project to think about
and a way to contribute towards the good things they were doing. As time moved towards Christmas, there were Christ-
mas families which was another way of making contributions where they were needed.

And then January was ushered in with the loud hoopla of New Year’s cheer. We may not have participated in the
celebrations, but we certainly were aware of their existence. And finally we now are left with January, a month of cold
weather and warm church services in the Norton Room. The reality is that now we have to seriously reflect on what we
are doing and how we can best share the love, patience, and grace showered upon us by our Lord and Savior.

I do not pretend to have a series of perfect answers which I can write and share with you. But I do have an idea of
where we might start. And that is back to the notion that we have committed to being a Matthew 25 community. What
did that commitment mean? Well the part of being a Matthew 25 community that I want to consider is the idea that so
doing will potentially inspire congregations like ours “to dream new dreams and engage with their community and the
world in faithful and inspiring ways.”

To me, this means we need to be flexible and not rely on any one type of effort, no matter how worthwhile, as ful-
filling our responsibilities to serve and help. We have committed to The Fair Trade Shoppe, to Hope House, to the Coun-
try Pantry, to the Center, to our Deacons, to the Presbytery and to the Presbyterian Church USA. Plus, we accept our
responsibility to respond to unanticipated needs throughout our world.

Whew, we should be very busy. It should be common for us to be informed so we know when to offer our support,
why it is appropriate and what efforts we should make. So perhaps the first thing we might consider in 2025 is “How
alert are we to new needs and opportunities? And how willing are we to figure out a worthwhile response to new needs?”
For example, as you know the Memorial committee has worked to create a place where our amazing quantity of histori-
cal records can be cared for and also be accessible. This has provided a place for Midge Bakos and others to work and
celebrate our history and the faith tied to that history. But there is still a lot to be done before this area can be opened to
others. Perhaps one way we can be useful is to help to figure out how best to manage and use the space. Have we been
provided with ideas of exactly what might we do? Probably not, but we have been given a starting point.

We know that Ceil Gilbert will no longer be managing our participation in Hope House. We need to not only step
into her shoes (mighty large shoes though they be) but also to serve Hope House and its clients in a way that honors
Ceils years of respect and hard work for Hope House and its clients. We might also be more hardworking and creative
with our support of The Country Pantry. We might work with the congregation and the Fair Trade Shoppe to schedule
shopping at the Shoppe as a monthly activity. We might discuss with Midge her ideas of how we might share our faith
with the Clinton community. We might even request another Lunch-and-Learn so each of us can learn more about our
history so we are knowledgeable: we might want to be able to explain how we developed, what issues and decisions set us
apart from the others in the growing community of Clinton and what we still offer to our community at large

The ultimate conclusion is that perhaps the point of being a Matthew 25 congregation is that through prayer, educa-
tion, faith and effort, we, the congregation of Stone Church, must grow, respond and work to change and respond. We
need to consider personal and therefore congregational learning and flexibility. And by doing so perhaps the questions of
what or which mission won’t be ones we need to worry about.

Mary Ann Sttiefvater
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CHRISTMAS FAMILIES: aBIG thank you to everyone who donated money, bought gift cards many

items wrapped and delivered gifts for our Christmas families that we adopted through the Neighborhood Center.
They were much appreciated!
We have made it possible for our two families to have a truly wonderful Christmas!

BUDGET REVIEW — JANUARY 19th: As has been our practice, an informal review of the

budget will be done after worship on January 19, 2025 in the Norton Room. The purpose is to review in
some detail with the congregation the 2025 budget as well as how 2024 came out. Since it is the session that
approves the budget, the budget is not an item of business at the congregational meeting and so will be mini-
mally discussed then.

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING — JANUARY 26th. The Annual

Meeting of the Congregation of Stone Presbyterian Church will be held during worship on Sunday, January
26, 2025 in the sanctuary for the purposes of receiving reports, electing officers, concurring in the Session’s
2025 budget, and acting on any other business that may be properly brought before the congregation. All

active members in good standing are welcome and encouraged to vote.

PLEASE KEEP THE DEACONS IN MIND

on the first Sunday of each month. All of the loose money col-
lected on those Sundays will go to support the ministry of the

i 2 o

Deacon Ministry

Deacons.
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HOPE HOUSE WISH: . They have a special request for cereal & toiletries (especially E ouse%

shampoo and conditioner). Please contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) if you have any questions.

COUNTRY PANTRY: The country pantry had a never-ending line of recipients this past month. Your
donations are very much appreciated and needed. Soup is always good for the winter, as well as any canned
goods and cereal. Thank you for being so generous. All donations are appreciated. And remember we have
designated the third Sunday of the month as our collection for bringing donated items to worship as part of our
monthly “offering” to the Country Pantry. Of course, we welcome bringing items in anytime.

THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE: Frosty days, cozy nights! We have the wonderfully warm items
you need to stay toasty all winter long. We will be holding a 25% OFF SALE DURING JANUARY AND
FEBRUARY (some restrictions apply). Our Wool Snuggle Penguin socks have the perfect name for them, they
feel like a comfortable hug. Maggie’s Organics (a US company) is committed to total transparency, total
sustainability, and true ethical practices from form to finish. Their Merino wool is grown in the Chubut region
of southern Argentina and the sheep are raised to the same standard as sheep raised for organic dairy and meat.
Knitting is done by three generations-old family knitters in No. Carolina. These soft organic wool socks have a
thick cushion throughout, with a stretchy comfort top. Our Collingwood Texting Mittens are 100% New
Zealand Wool on the exterior and the inside is lined with polyester fleece. These mittens are definitely made
with love. They successfully prevent your hands from getting too cold while you dash off a text. These and
MANY, MANY MORE uniquely handcrafted gift items from 38 different countries can be found at our FAIR
TRADE SHOP, STONE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 8 SO. PARK ROW, CLINTON. Our regular hours are
10am to 4pm every Thursday and SECOND SATURDAYS. Purchasing fair trade items ensures artisans and
small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, providing dignity, sustainable development and hope
for marginalized people. LET US BE YOUR GO-TO GIFT SHOP!

Visit us at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe.
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SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS -DECEMBER 09, 2024

The clerk provided the Session with a list of 48 members in 2024 showing a loss two of our members but God gained two
saints. On 9/20/24 Trudy Christeler passed away who had served as a deacon. Also, on 11/10/24 Hal Rance passed after
serving as an elder and also a deacon. Two of our newest members Jean Whitney and Wendy Suskiewich have transferred,
so now we have 44 members.

Chris Menard reported all accounts are balanced and to date we have $72,600 pledges.
Session VOTED to approve the budget.

With no heat Sun. Dec. 8" and following up on the problem one fuel oil company sold to another and during this transfer, it
was checked off that we call when we need fuel when previously it had been an automatic refill. We now have a full tank
along with a 15% discount. When Lee Kelso reported that the security lights were not working, John Stiefvater relayed to
him that he probably may have to change the batteries in them which Lee followed up on.

The worship committee stated that the pulpit supply is all set for this year and we are working on the nest year. Lenten series
will be at Stone Church.

Donna Goodfriend reported that from the Presbytery meeting that Larry Beasley is stepping down as stated clerk and will
retire in December 2025.

Mary Chamberlain reported that from now until Christmas whatever money comes in from sales of the Fair Trade Shoppe
will be donated to charities.

Ceil Gilbert’s resignation regarding Hope House means we need someone to be in charge of the Hope House Needs. They
are as follows; communicate the needs to the congregation, and keep track of a sign-up sheet for the volunteers who have
signed to serve. Ceil has done a great job for several years.

The Deacons provided lunch after Hal Rance’s funeral service and also for people who helped with the hanging of the
greens.

Midge Bakos has resigned from changing the information on the church display board. The task will be done by Janice
LeFrois with Helen Leonard as a backup.

Worship in January may be held in the Norton Room since we have no choir and Rob and Lauralyn Kolb will be away. Scott
Leonard will talk to Rob Kolb for his input. This would help with less oil expense.

HANGING OF
THE GREENS

Ta-da.!! Here is the finished product of our Hanging of the Greens! Fun and
food were had by all!!
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PRAYER REQUEST JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

Dick Camarata & Family 1 - Frank Milana 4

Linda Rance & Family /\ 5 - Cynthia Crossley 2

The Christeler Family + 12 - Mark Harrington j

Nancy & Will Eisenhower 14 - Cole Cushman ) )

Grace & Frank Whittemore 16 - Phil Conley

Carol Sherman 17 - Frank Whittemore

Ruth Hughes 21 - Kurt Whittemore

Mike Brittan & Family 22 - John Stiefvater

Erik Jones

The LaFont Family

Patsy Glista & Family ﬂi/ gp to all my church family for the. generous gift card

Andrew Beri Cmim from Hannaford and the beautiful flower bouquet,
nerew Berig %50';‘)/5’& gift card from the deacon’s and all the other goodies

Daniel Kolb and Family ‘ along the way! Iam so grateful and lucky for having

all of you in my life. Happy New Year!

Janice LeFrois
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EARLY PLEDGES WANTED & APPRECIATED:

Because of heating bills, cash flow is more of a problem for our church in
the winter months (January through April) than summer months, even dur-
ing a relatively warm winter. Session is asking folks to consider giving
more of their pledge upfront, if possible. And don’t worry—we will keep
good track of what you have paid towards your pledge!
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE

Friday, December 20, 2024
i We had a touching ecumenical Longest Night Service hosted by the Clinton

United Methodist Church and sponsored the Clinton Area Ministerium. We

it had 19 people and many of them told us the service meant a lot to them and
| for us to keep doing it. Thanks to Methodists for the music, the projection

B ments! Thanks to St. James for once again supplying the candles and set up!
It really made for a lovely service. And thanks to those who participated in the service: the Rev.
Joanna Benskin (St. James Episcopal Church) who coordinated the service and developed the liturgy, the Rev.
Abel Roy (Clinton United Methodist Church) for graciously hosting us, the Rev. Janet Griffiths (LutheranCare),
and Pastor Scott Leonard (Stone Presbyterian Church).

WORSHIP IN NORTON ROOM: After discussion at our last session meeting and conferring with
Rob Kolb, we will have worship in the Norton Room for the month of January. Choir will take a break until Lent,
Rob and Lauralyn will be in England the first two Sundays, the third Sunday we will review the budget after wor-
ship, the fourth Sunday is the congregational meeting, and we save a bit on the heating. Also, we'll already be in

place for our hospitality time!

SHOPPERS STROLL 2024

Once again Clinton celebrated the kickoff to the (Advent)/Christmas season the day after Thanksgiving with its
annual Shoppers Stroll and Stone Church participated! Our Building Stones Fair Trade Shop was bustling and
once again, our music director led an hour of carol singing followed by St. Mary’s choir gracing us with their an-
gelic voices. Pastor Scott, personifying Clement Clark Moore, told “A Visit from St. Nicholas” (aka “The Night
Before Christmas”) at the village gazebo before the tree lighting. “A happy Christmas to all and to all a good

night!”

WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA! Please note that per capita payments for the New Year are now
being readily accepted!!! The 2025 per capita charge this year is $46.04 per member, the same as last year. The
church is assessed this amount for each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the cost of our repre-
sentative democracy as a church and supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, Synod and General
Assembly. Please consider sending your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. Box 33, Clinton, NY
13323) or enclosing it in with your pledge envelope. It is helpful if you pay the per capita explicitly even if it
comes from your overall financial commitment to the church for the year. Thank you in advance for your help.
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CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 2024: On a snow-

touched night we had a warm and lovely Christmas Eve service!
Many thanks to all choir members, readers, and stewards. Special
thanks to Donna Goodfriend for the preparations, including the
Christmas Story candle setup, Leanne Hirshfield for pinch-hitting
on the lights and Sarah Miller on the video recording, and our music
director, Rob Kolb who helped with liturgy, led our beautifully
sounding choir, and, who with his wife Lauralyn, once again graced
us with their duet of “Holy Night,” Hope, peace, joy, and love as
we welcomed the Christ child!

AT OUR 12/01/24 WORSHIP service we

wished Miguel Riasco from The Center our goodbyes
and much success as he heads to New York City to
complete his masters degree . He recruited us to sponsor
a family from Rwanda and has been an invaluable re-
source for the past year and a half. He will be greatly
missed.

A HUGE THANK YOU to the following people

who volunteered at Hope House during 2024. Your help
was much appreciated. And also, thanks to those who made
monetary contributions and other kinds of donations.

Ruth Cosgrove Judy LaGasse
Anne Dunn Helen Leonard
Ceil Gilbert Bev Miller
Gerry Gogel Julie Milograno
Donna Goodfriend | Leslie North
Barb Greene Lora Schilder
Emily Hughes Nancy Smith

Suicide & Crisis Lifeline
Call/Text 988

Domestic Violence Hotline
B800.656.4673

Substance Abuse / Mental Health
B800.662.HELP (4357)

Grief & Loss
(support group locator)
www.griefshare.org

Homelessness
www.homelessshelterdirectory.org
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DEACONS CORNER—JANUARY 2025

Your deacons are an accomplished group. You might say we have developed (under the leadership
of Linda Rance and Mary Chamberlain) a template for hospitality.

We enjoy our time together, especially greeting parishioners on Sunday morning. There is a sense of
trust that God has accompanied our efforts

PUT THIS Want to see what else is on the calendar? You don’t have to

CALENDAR call the office. Go to our home web page - stonepres.org, and
click on the “Calendar” tab at the top or on the calendar icon.

03031303 New Yaar's Day Last Day of Chanukah

Worshin Service Office Closed 10am- 4 pm
Fair Trade Shoppe

030am - 130am Epihany Dam-4pm 0am-4om
Worship Service Fair Trade Shoppe Falr Trads Shoppe
10:30am - 1130 am Tpm-9pm 10am -4 pm

Worship Service Session Meeting Fair Trade Shoppe

1130 am - 1230 pm

Deacon's Meeting

030am-130am Nt Luherirg ey 5om- 15 pm 0am-4pm

Worship Service-Guest Preacher- CAM Megting Fair Trade Shoppe

Helen Tracy

1130 am - 1230 pm

Budget Review

10:30 am - 1130 am 10am-4pm

Worship Service and Fair Trade Shoppe

Congregational Megting
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Newsletter team:

Many thanks to Midge Bakos, Ceil Gilbert, Mary
Chamberlain & Donna Goodfriend who have

folded, taped and labeled this issue of The Cor-
ner Stone just for you!
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Please note...

The deadline for the issue of the February
newsletter is Monday, January, 20th.

To see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org.




