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                                                                            WORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBERWORSHIP AT STONE IN DECEMBER 
 

 

December 1, 2024 December 1, 2024 ––  11stst  Sunday in Advent Sunday in Advent ––  The LordThe Lord’’s Supper s Supper ––  HOPEHOPE  
Jeremiah 33:14–16   A branch will come from David. 

Psalm 25:1–10   A prayer for guidance and deliverance. 

1 Thessalonians 3:9–13   A prayer for faith and love. 

Luke 21:25–36   Signs of the coming of the Son of Man. 

Sermon: “Hope Against Hope” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 

 
December 8, 2024 December 8, 2024 ––  22ndnd  Sunday of Advent Sunday of Advent ––  PEACE PEACE   

Malachi 3:1–4   The messenger of the covenant will be like a refining fire.   

Luke 1:68–79   The Song of Zechariah   

Philippians 1:3–11   Paul’s gratitude for the faithfulness of the Philippians 

Luke 3:1–6   The proclamation of John the Baptist     

Sermon: “Peace Offering” – Pastor Scott Leonard 

 

December 15, 2024 December 15, 2024 ––  33rdrd  Sunday of Advent Sunday of Advent ––  JOY  JOY    
Zephaniah 3:14–20   The Lord will restore the fortunes of Zion. 
Isaiah 12:2–6   The Lord is my strength and my salvation.  
Philippians 4:4–7   Rejoice in the Lord always!  
Luke 3:7–18   John’s call to repentance. 
Michelle Dolan preaching 

 

Friday, December 20, 2024, 6:00 p.m. Friday, December 20, 2024, 6:00 p.m. ––  Longest Night Ecumenical Service (at the Clinton Longest Night Ecumenical Service (at the Clinton 

United Methodist Church)  United Methodist Church)    

This is a special service of prayer, silence, candlelight designed especially for those for those experi-

encing grief, loss or hardship during the holiday season. This service offers a sacred, gentle space to 

gather, remember, and comfort.   

  

  

December 22, 2024 December 22, 2024 ––  44thth  Sunday of Advent Sunday of Advent ––  LOVE  LOVE    

Micah 5:2–5a   A ruler will come from Bethlehem. 
Hebrews 10:5–10   We are sanctified. 
Luke 1:39–45,46–55   Mary visits her cousin Elizabeth and The Magnificat 
Sermon: “Love, Actually” – Pastor Scott Leonard 

  

  

Tuesday, December 24, 2024, 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, December 24, 2024, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas EveChristmas Eve  

The Christmas story, anthems, carols are all bathed in the soft candlelight of 
celebration as we observe the “Silent Night, Holy Night” of Christ’s coming. 
 

December 29, 2024 December 29, 2024 ––  11stst  Sunday after Christmas DaySunday after Christmas Day    

We worship with lessons and carols to celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world.   
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The Time is Coming.  

 
 
Hopeful, Peaceful, Joyful and a Loving New Year!  I am referring, of course, to the church New Year, 
which begins the first Sunday in Advent.  While most calendars track days, months, and years, the 
Christian calendar is more a seasonal thing.  Rather than winter, spring, summer and fall we have 
Advent, Epiphany, Lent, Easter and Ordinary Time (really, a “non-season”).   
 
For 2024 Advent coincides with the start of our civil month, namely December 1, which happens every few years.  Advent 
always starts about four weeks before Christmas, on the Sunday closest to St. Andrew’s Feast Day on November 30, and 
always ends on Christmas Eve. 
 
As I think I mention every year, Advent comes from the Latin adventus meaning “a coming, approach, arrival” where we 
anticipate the “coming of Christ” from three perspectives: at his birth when he became fully human, after his Ascension where 
he is at the right hand of God and is perpetually present in the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper and at his Second Coming and 
the end of days.  Of course, for Advent we really look forward to the first one, which we celebrate as Christmas Day on 
December 25.   
 
Interestingly, the Latin adventus is a translation of the Greek word parousia, which the churchy word we tend to use for 
Christ’s Second (and final) Coming and is mentioned several places in the New Testament, particularly in Matthew 24 and 1 
Thessalonians.  While parousia does mean “coming” or “arrival”, at its root it means “presence,” which is really how we 
view Christ today.  He is present in our lives in this day and age and we celebrate his presence during Communion as a 
community of believers  
 
The Advent season offers the opportunity for us to share in the ancient longing for the coming of the Messiah and to be alert 
for his Second Coming.  But as we will hear in the lectionary passages this month that doesn’t mean we sit around wistfully 
longing for the past or obsessively yearning for a future paradise.  As Eleanor Roosevelt (and others) have said, “Yesterday is 
history, tomorrow is a mystery, today is a gift. That is why we call it the present.”  God has given us the gift of life here in the 
present but if we do nothing with it, what’s the point?   
 
“Liturgical” is one of our churchy words that I mention frequently, which comes, of course, from the word “liturgy”.  While 
liturgy is about forms and rituals for public worship, it comes from the Greek word leitourgia meaning “public service” or 
“public works.”  In other words, our worship of God comes not only with our Sunday services and sacraments, but in the 
work of our daily lives in public and for the public.   
 
Advent is the time of preparation like Lent is for Easter.  So, how do we integrate our lives and live Christ-like so that by our 
very being and actions we are prepared for the Parousia?  It’s like keeping your house perpetually clean not because you 
“have to” but it’s just how you live your life. Thus, being ready for whenever your mother-in-law might drop in is just a 
byproduct. 
 
Now many of you are probably saying, “Yeah, right; like I have time to have a Martha Stewart-ready house.”  And I share 
that sentiment: clean, yes; neat, not so much.  Why?  Because we have higher priorities with family, work, and activities.  
That is the same challenge we have in living Christ-like lives, in our “public service.”  Not that we should beat ourselves up 
for falling short, but neither should we get too complacent or even smug that we’re doing just fine.  We should humbly pray, 
asking Christ to help us let the Holy Spirit more into our lives for that “public service.” 
 
Ten years ago, on December 14, 2014 the Presbytery of Utica commissioned me at Stone Church to be its Commissioned Lay 
Pastor in preparation for the retirement of our installed ordained minister, the Rev. Dennis Dewey in July 2015.  I continue to 
enjoy that leitourgia while also trying to live it in my day job and daily life with varying degrees of success as may be true for 
many of you.  Despite the challenges around us, though, we go forth with the hope in the Parousia of Christ, the peace from 
the Prince of Peace, the joy in the Advent of Jesus birth, and the love of God to send his only son as our Savior.  Keep the 
faith! 
 
Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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             Historical Period Revisited---A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 

                                                

                                                      OLD BURYING GROUND – 1788 – 1921 

Friends of the Old Burying Ground Fund Raising Campaign 

 

                   I’ve been asked to get word out to our congregation that the Clinton Historical Society is one of many 
community groups working to preserve the historic Old Burying Ground, the resting place of Clinton’s early 
settlers. I have been on the committee meeting which generally gets together the first of the month for the past 
two years. We’re concerned that quite a few veterans and settlers do not have a headstone, including our Clin-
ton Founder—Moses Foote, who not only was a former soldier but a true leader of the community. 

 In March of 1787, he led seven to eight families to that chosen site to begin a new life in this pristine 
“wilderness”. Then when he realized that the land they occupied had already been surveyed thus making them 
“squatters,” he set out to Philadelphia to buy 2,016 acres from William Coxe. It was divided into 30 lots of ap-
proximately 100 acres each and sold to the settlers.  He even held simple worship services in his unfinished 
home. 

             The committee has tried getting him a headstone because of his service in the war but we’ve run into 
red tape. Discouraged, the committee decided to get approximately 13 other headstones for Revolutionary War 
veterans as well as one for Moses Foote. They also want the donations to fund Native Americans and African 
Americans buried at the Old Burying Ground. 

             The committee also has brochures for the fundraising campaign at the Clinton Historical Society with 
instructions on how to donate located at 1 Fountain St. Clinton and is open Wednesdays and Saturdays from 1 
p.m. -4:00 p.m. if you wish to drop in. Also, they will be open during the Shopper’s Stroll. 

             I have been proud of the Historical Society’s continuous work to improve and preserve the Old Burying 
Ground. They have erected and improved the information of the grounds on a beautiful sign. More groups from 
the school have become involved with some of the activities sponsored by the Historical Society. They recently 
sponsored tours with guides who gave some history a person who was buried there and what ingredients were 
in the headstone. The tours of the graves were well attended and appreciated. 

             Joanne Tiles has worked tireless with this committee, especially the new sign that was erected in time 
for memorial day and now with the fundraising. We can’t forget Larry Thompson, decorated Vietnam Vet, who 
constantly keeps planting flowers and continues to take good care of the gardens. We also thank the Town of 
Kirkland who keeps maintaining the grounds.       

 The Friends of the Old Burying Ground Fundraising Campaign hope you will donate to the Historical 
Society in honor of those who served. They are at least due recognition with a marker for their service.  

             

Midge Bakos                    
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ADVENT 2024 
     The month of December offers us the wonders of the Advent season. Since Advent heralds the marvelous celebration of 
Christ’s birth and the Christmas season, we often overlook the importance of Advent. That’s the season occurring after Thanks-
giving, a non-church holiday, and before Christmas which is one of the major church seasons. Advent is set aside as a time of 
preparation and reflection; our special Advent activities have been created to help us to focus on Advent’s true meaning. 
     As is our custom, our Advent offerings will occur at the beginning of worship and will be separate from our regular giving. 
These offerings serve to remind us that Christ’s birth was for all types of people throughout our world and also reminds us of 
our chosen responsibility of love and service. As each candle in the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers 
seek to emphasize our relationship to REAL people, a relationship made concrete through our special Advent collections. As 
we reflect and consider our own relationships to God’s people throughout the world.  Each of us will be asked to support the 
people who are clients of the specific agencies we have selected to represent Hope, Peace, Joy and Love. Our financial contri-
butions are a small way of emphasizing our concern for and connection to others. 
     Our first Advent offering of Hope will be on December 1.  We all have reasons to need hope in our lives and the personal 
part of Advent for us is to reflect on what we hope for and God’s role in our needs for hope. On a less personal basis we devote 
HOPE Sunday in support of Utica’s Hope House, a soup kitchen devoted to providing safe shelter and a hot meal to those in 
need. Anyone who walks through the doors of Hope House, whether homeless or in need of stretching meager dollars, is wel-
comed to share in a meal. In addition to offering warm food and a friendly environment, Hope House volunteers and staff work 
to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life.  
     Our second Advent offering of Peace on December 8 will be sent to Thea Bowman House. Since 1986, Thea Bowman 
House has served low-income, at-risk children and families in the Utica community. It provides quality care to some of our 
community's most vulnerable children and youth in the hope of breaking the cycle of poverty through a structured program of 
educational and social enrichment. Currently serving over 350 children ages 18 months through 18 years, Thea Bowman House 
operates out of two sites in the city of Utica, one at 731 Lafayette Street and the other at the former St. Francis de Sales School 
at 309 Genesee Street. 
     On December 15, our third Advent offering of Joy is personal reminder that these offerings are not an obligation to be taken 
off a “to do” list but a joyous reminder of the importance of Christ’s birth for all types of people, all of whom we are called to 
offer love and service to. As the JOY candle in the Advent wreath is lit, the ceremonial words and prayers seek to emphasize 
our relationship to REAL people, a relationship made concrete through the JOY offering which has been earmarked by the 
Presbyterian Church USA to benefit both retired and current church workers with urgent financial needs and also to support 
and offer scholarships to Presbyterian schools and colleges and their students. What we call our Joy offering is earmarked as the 
Presbyterian Church USA’s Christmas Joy offering.  
     Our fourth Advent offering on Dec 22 of Love has been designated to go to The Country Pantry. As the local food bank 
providing foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in Clinton, Clark Mills and Westmoreland, The Country Pantry 
has become essential to the well being of many. The need for basic food items the Pantry tries to meet seem endless, Plus The 
Country Pantry also provides “the extras” of food for holiday meals and special assistance to children through summertime Kid
-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift card programs, plus providing pet food and supplies as possible. As a Church, our 
offering of love is part of the caring financial support we offer to The Country Pantry. This special LOVE Advent offering pro-
vides The Country Pantry with much needed additional support for providing food and necessities to individuals and families. 
     Our offerings on December 24 and December 29 will be for The Center, the Utica-based agency serving refugees and im-
migrants. Stone Church has supported The Center and our group of volunteers who have worked nearly endlessly to serve a 
Rwandan family who has legally entered the United States with assistance from The Center. The Center offers a variety of ser-
vices to assist refugees, immigrants, and those with limited English language proficiency become integrated and independent as 
citizens of the greater Utica area. To this end, The Center’s mission overall is to help people who have known little peace, joy, 
love, and hope in their lives to have an opportunity to have peaceful homes and fulfilling lives. 
     Please plan to use the weeks of Advent to reflect upon the faith and love associated with the upcoming Christmas season. 
Your gifts freely offered to these agencies during this season will help all remember the glorious purpose of Christ’s birth. The 
glitter of the season is not in the decorations and festivities, but in the love and care we provide for all people that should 
be offered well beyond this Advent season.  
 
Thank you 
 
Mary Ann Stiefvater                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
 
 

NOVEMBER 2024 MISSION  
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 STEWARDSHIP 2024 -2025 

There is no commandment greater than these: 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with 
all your strength. 

Love your neighbor as yourself. 

We have basically reached the end of our 2024 Stewardship campaign and remain committed to its theme of the 
commandment God identified in Mark 12:30-31 as the most important. As a congregation we will work to appropri-
ately demonstrate our love for our Lord and to love our neighbor with intensity and sincerity.   
 
The Stone Church Session is pleased with the Stewardship commitments, both financial and personal which have 
been made to enable Stone Church to function with gratitude for the love and generosity bestowed upon it and its 
members and friends by a most generous and caring God. In turn we remain committed to serving Him to the limits 
of our abilities by extending love and concern to all.  
 
As of the end of November 2024, we have 69,0000 in pledges or promised contributions. This will enable us to con-
struct a budget that with judicious use of our invested endowment funds will support us during the 2025 year.  
A most sincere thanks to all who support Stone Church with such generosity. 
 
The Session of Stone Church 
 

CELEBRATION OF LIFE SERVICE FOR HAROLD “HAL” RANCE 

Pastor Scott Leonard conducted a Celebration of Life service for Harold “Hal” Carl Rance at 

Stone Presbyterian Church Saturday afternoon on November 16.  Pastor Scott shared some 
wonderful stories from family and friends at the service.  Hal, along with his wife Linda who 
survives him, was a long-time active member of Stone Church, including serving as an elder 

and deacon.  Many thanks to the deacons for all their help, including hosting a sumptuous 
reception after the service.  The obituary can be found online: www.fwefh.com 

PLEASE KEEP THE DEACONS IN MIND 
on the first Sunday of each month. All of the loose money col-
lected on those Sundays will go to support the ministry of the 
Deacons. 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting families through the Neighborhood Center again this 
year.  We will be adopting 2 families.  Tags with their wants and needs will be on the tree Decem-
ber 1st.  All unwrapped gifts with the tags attached need to be in the church by 
December 15th.  We will have our wrapping party after church service that same 
day. We have plenty of wrapping paper but could use some bigger boxes for 
blankets and coats etc.. If need be, please call Janice at the office (315) 853-2933 
on what gifts you would like to choose if you are unable to make it to church.  

Thank you all in advance for your generosity!  We have always impressed the Center with the 
amount of presents we bring in.  
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HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  On the bulletin board there is a list of HOPE HOUSE 
VOLUNTEER NEEDS.  If you are interested in helping out Hope House in any capacity, please 
check out this list.  The contact information is provided there. They have a special request for 
cereal & toiletries (especially shampoo and conditioner).  Please contact Ceil Gilbert (853-
8289) if you have any questions.  

COUNTRY PANTRY: Colder weather is approaching and the number of requests for food continues to 
increase for a variety of reason.  For the winter months we will collect soup, canned pasta, cereal, oatmeal, fruit 
and vegetables. One client during last month's distribution couldn't thank God and us enough. She said she 
discovered that morning her snap benefit was not renewed due to a four-month backlog.  The pantry is now her 
only source of food. All donations are appreciated. And remember we have designated the third Sunday of the 
month as our collection for bringing donated items to worship as part of our monthly “offering” to the Country 
Pantry.  Of course, we welcome bringing items in anytime. 

THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  Elves are commonly depicted as the keepers of hidden 

knowledge and wisdom in various mythologies and folk-lores across different cultures.  They are often 
portrayed as ethereal beings who possess ancient wisdom and serve as intermediaries between the mortal world 
and the realms of gods and spirits.  ARE YOU READY FOR THE ELF?  Because he will tell you that you 
must see for yourself the huge selection of one-of-a-kind treasures that are available at our FAIR TRADE 
SHOP, STONE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 8 SO. PARK ROW, CLINTON. 

    

• Handmade recycled Enchanting Glass Ornaments from India bring a touch of the traditional to your holiday 

decorations. 

• Adorable new and cuddly soft little Lions made from alpaca fleece in Peru come in a variety of earth tone 

colors.  

• Experience the joy of playing the hand-carved Mountainside Chess Set from Pakistan, gift this one-of-a-kind 

game, or style it as the art piece it is. 

• Our Rosenda Basket in Wine is expertly handmade by Mayan women artisans and features intricate stitching, 

scalloped detail, and a star-shaped center accent. 

• Our Cardinal Balsa Ornament is a unique, lightweight ornament created by artisans in Nicaragua, is inspired 

by nature, hand-carved with a machete from sustainably harvested balsa wood and is hand-painted with 

realistic detail. 

• Enjoy the Christmas countdown with our hand-embroidered and appliqued Advent Calendar from Peru.  A 

beautiful way to tell and celebrate the Christmas story. 

    

 
 
 
 
 
These and MANY, MANY MORE uniquely handcrafted gift items from 38 different countries are available at 
our shop from 10am to 4pm every Thursday and every Saturday until Christmas  Purchasing fair trade items 
ensures artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, providing dignity, sustainable 
development and hope for marginalized people.  LET US BE YOUR GO-TO GIFT SHOP!  Visit us at https://
buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 
 
    
 

ONS IN MIND 
on the first Sunday of each month. All of the loose money col-

lected on those Sundays will go to support the ministry of the 
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SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS –November 11, 2024 

• In devotions we talked about our friend, Hal Rance, who passed away and we shared stories noting his great sense of humor. 

• Scott noted in his pastor’s report that he spent time with Hal and Linda before Hal’s passing 11/10/24. 

• Stone Church will be hosting Lenten Ecumenical Study 6:00 pm - 7:15 pm. Tuesdays 3/10/25 through 4/06/25.. 

• The Session VOTED and approved the minutes of the October Session Meeting. 

• After receiving a text from Jean Whitney and Wendy Suskiewich requesting the letters of transfer to be sent to Rev. Dawn 
Garrett-Larsen, 58 North Main Street, Canandaigua, NY 14424, they were signed by Pastor Scott Leonard and Clerk of Ses-
sion, Sherry Robinson and mailed back. 

• The treasurer’s reported that all accounts were balanced.  Communion is being served to everyone coming forward to partake 
as served by Rev. Scott Leonard and assisted by Mary Chamberlain and Sherry Robinson.  

•  Pulpit supply is all set for the rest of this year. However, candle lighters and liturgists are needed for December. 

•  Donna Goodfriend is cleaning two attached Sunday School rooms to store CE supplies and is also moving the supplies out of 
the old historical room for the Fair Trade Shoppe’s use. 

•  After the Nelson Company inspected the roof, they recommended that a beam needed work and there is an angle on the roof 
that should be sealed. Ken Mosher will fix both. 

•  Lee Kelso reported a circuit breaker blew during our last Sundays luncheon and needs to be relabeled. John Menard will see 
to it. 

•  Christmas Offerings are: Dec, 1st Hope Sunday is Hope House; Dec. 8th  Peace is Thea Bowman, Dec. 15th Joy is Presby-
terian Joy offering, Dec. 22nd Love is Country Pantry, Dec. 24th and Dec. 29th is Refugee Center. 

•  Nominating committee reports that John Menard and Sherry Robinson are completing their 6th year and would need an ex-
emption to continue on session.  On deacons; Mary Chamberlain and Emily Hughes are ending their first term but are eligi-
ble for a second consecutive term.  

•  Building Stone Fair Trade Shoppe has out done their total from last by $4,434.25. A special “thank you” to Emily Hughes, 
Donna Goodfriend, Lauralyn Kolb and Mary Chamberlain for working to get the Shop ready for the holidays.  

• Deacons –Mary Chamberlain reports that flowers and a card was sent to Linda Rance and a get well card sent to Phil Conley. 

HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

Here’s a little sneak peek of  our hanging of the greens.  Some of our elves came early to help get started.  
We also had some newly recruited helpers this year, George and Tom Chamberlain.  Thanks to all who 
participated!  Stay tuned for the finished product! 
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Dick Camarata & Family 

Linda Rance & Family 

Phil Conley 

Chris Conley 

The Christeler Family 

Nancy & Will Eisenhower 

Larry Bakos 

Grace & Frank Whittemore 

Carol Sherman 

Conley Roberto & Family 

Cindy Chamberlain 

Ruth Hughes 

Mike Brittan & Family 

Erik Jones 

The LaFont Family 

Patsy Glista & Family 

Andrew Bering 

1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

11 -     Jean Whitney 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Heintz 

  Joyce Wilbur 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

Stone Church has implemented a new 

online giving tool called Givelify that is 

also available as an app on your smart 

mobile device.  Check it out on our web 

page.   

“THANK YOU” JUST DOESN’T SEEM TO BE ENOUGH 
 
On behalf of all our family we want you to know that we truly 
appreciated all that everyone has done to honor and show their 
love for Hal. Scott had a lovely service and Rob’s music is al-
ways outstanding. The Deacon’s and so many others outdid 
themselves on the awesome memorial luncheon. I want to thank 

everyone for their cards, food, phone calls and the money contributions to 
the Church. Hal loved our Church and all our church family. He will be 
missed by so many. But remember…whenever you have a chocolate sundae 
or a chocolate chip cookie…remember Hal!!! 
    
 
Hugs, Linda and family 
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  Please note that per capita payments for the New Year are now 

being readily accepted!!! The 2024 per capita charge this year is $46.04 per member, the same as last year.  The 

church is assessed this amount for each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the cost of our repre-

sentative democracy as a church and supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, Synod and General 

Assembly. Please consider sending your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. Box 33, Clinton, NY 

13323) or enclosing it in with your pledge envelope. It is helpful if you pay the per capita explicitly even if  it 

comes from your overall financial commitment to the church for the year.  Thank you in advance for your help. 

DEACONS CORNER—DECEMBER 2024 
 
Did you see this Bil Keene cartoon?  Did it remind you of childhood evening prayers? 

 

My mother helped us choose “thank you’s” for God.  Her pattern of teaching began with 

the weather—sunny day, snowy day; some kindness or helpfulness extended to us; a chore 

or issue needing improvement; and always prayers for the Servicemen in Europe and the 

Pacific (our cousin was on an aircraft carrier in the Pacific)  We were learning the value of 

discipline, every night, and importantly, the use of TIME. 

 

The idea of talking OUT LOUD to God is very appealing today.  The experience of expressing “gratefulness” 

that Lauralyn Kolb suggested during COVID 19,  prompts me to suggest this discipline...TALK TO GOD OUT 

LOUD. 

ADDITIONAL THOUGHTS:  Being told you are appreciated is one of the simplest and most 

uplifting thins you can hear. 

Our deacon’s wish you a happy, healthy and prosperous New Year!  May the future be pleas-

ant, the past a bright dream.  And all the people in your life remain faithful and dear. 

SHOPPERS STROLL EVENTS AT STONE CHURCH: 

 

 
Friday – 11/29/24:                   4:00 p.m.                          Carol Singing with Rob Kolb 

Friday – 11/29/24:                   5:00 p.m.                                     St. Mary’s Choir 

Friday - 11/29/24:                    6:00 p.m.                  A Visit from St. Nicholaus at the Gazebo 

                                                                                                 (recited by Scott Leonard) 
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ALL SAINTS AND CONSECRATION SUNDAY 

A wonderful, full service today celebrating All Saints / All Souls Day and Consecration Sunday on 11/3/24! We 
remembered the saints who have gone before us and pledged our time, talent, and treasure to continue their mission, 
which we celebrated with a bountiful feast of a lunch after worship! Just with today's dedication we are about two-
thirds the way to the pledged amount we hoped for! 

AWARD FOR PASTOR SCOTT LEONARD 

Jim Winkler and Bill O'Mara from the Clinton Lions Club surprised Pas-
tor Scott Leonard during announcements at our 11/3/24 worship service 
with the "Robert J. Uplinger Distinguished Service Award" for 
"Recognition of Your Exemplary Dedication to the Clinton Community 
and Spiritual Leadership to Stone Presbyterian Church." Pastor Scott was 
so surprised he said the words we have never heard before: "I'm speech-
less." (And he was!) Thanks to Lions for their wonderful recognition of 

Pastor Scott and for Donna Goodfriend to coordinate the presentation. 

Received a  kind note from Barb Sypher.  It’s a little hard to 
read the handwriting but you can certainly read “joy” and “the 
warmth and joy I felt”.  While addressed to Scott Leonard, it 
reflects the generosity and hospitality of all our congregation 
and the unintended consequences—you worked hard to honor 
the Christeler family and its others who benefit as well!   

On Saturday evening, December 21, Tapestry, the All-Centuries Simgers, under the direction of G. Roberts Kolb, 
will present "A German Christmas," a program of Advent and Christmas from German/Austrian composers from 
the 16th to the 20th century.  Composers both well-known (Praetorius, Brahms, Distler) and lesser-known 
(Aichinger, Herzogenberg, Rheinberger) are represented. The concert, which begins at 7:00 
p.m. at the Stone Presbyterian Church on the village green in Clinton, NY. will also provide 
opportunity for audience singing of several familiar Germanic carols. 
 

                                         TAPESTRY CONCERT 

Homer, NY 13077 
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Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to call the 
office.  Go to our home web page - 
stonepres.org, and click on the 
“Calendar” tab at the top or on the 
calendar icon. 

LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE  

6:00 p.m. Friday, December 20 

Hosted by Clinton United Methodist Church 

For the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the Clinton Area Ministeri-
um is supporting a Longest Night service for those experiencing grief, loss or 
hardship during the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, facing 
life after divorce or separation, coping with the loss of a job, living with cancer, 
among other things can be difficult. The pain of loss is felt by many at this time 
of year and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, remember, and 
comfort. It will be in-person with online streaming service. 
 



 

 

 

To see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 

  

    Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

     Cell: 315-723-7420 
     Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

     Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                      Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

                 Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                           Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

                 Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                   Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

                 Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

                 www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

                 www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

                                     

                                        Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. in person, streamed & recorded on Facebook Live 

                                                                Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. weekdays 

Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Midge Bakos, Barb Greene, 

Mary Chamberlain, and who have folded, taped 

and labeled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the January  
newsletter is Friday, December, 20th. 
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