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October 6, 2024 – 20th Sunday after Pentecost – The Lord’s Supper 

Genesis 2:18–24   God creates a companion for the man. 

Psalm 8   O Lord, how majestic is your name. 

Hebrews 1:1–4; 2:5–12   God has spoken through a suffering Son. 

Mark 10:2–16   Teaching on divorce/blessing the children. 

Sermon: “Love and Marriage” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 

 

 

 

October 13, 2024 – 21st Sunday after Pentecost 

Amos 5:6-7, 10-15   Israel is warned about social injustice. 

Psalm 90:12–17   Plea for God’s compassion. 

Hebrews 4:12–16   The word of God is active; we have a great high priest. 

Mark 10:17–31   Jesus and the rich man. 

Sermon : “Two-Edge Sword” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 

  

 

 

October 20, 2024 – 22nd Sunday after Pentecost 

Isaiah 53:4-12   All we like sheep have gone astray. 

Psalm 91:9-16   The Lord will protect those who know his name.   

Hebrews 5:1-10   Christ is a humble, sympathetic high priest. 

Mark 10:35-45   James and John request the best seats. 

The Rev. LaDana Clark preaching 

 

 

 

October 27, 2024 – Reformation Sunday – The Lord’s Supper 

Jeremiah 31:7–9   Sing along with gladness. 

Psalm 126   Sow with tears; reap with joy. 

Hebrews 7:23–28   Jesus as high priest. 

Mark 10:46–52   Jesus heals a blind man. 

Sermon : “Oh, Now I See” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
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Credo. 
 
I confess my Presbyterian credentials are suspect.  I was raised in the United Church of Christ but 
joined Stone Presbyterian church a few years after I came to Clinton, NY, partially because there were 
very few “UCC” churches around and in part because I was not married to any particular denomination.  
In fact, for the same reasons, while in college at Miami University in Oxford, Ohio, I attended the 
Oxford Methodist and later the Oxford Presbyterian Church.  (Remarkably, the Rev. Lawrence Bartel, a 
Presbyterian minister with whom I had worked to become a lay preacher here in the Utica area when he 
was minister at Niccolls Memorial Church in Old Forge, New York, was called to Oxford Presbyterian Church in 2016.)   
 
While the UCC (formed in 1957) has a mix of Protestant threads in its predecessor lineages, the Presbyterian church strongly 
descends from John Calvin and his Reformed theology.  Besides polity (i.e., the government of the church) and beliefs about 
the sacraments (baptism and communion for Protestants), Presbyterians differ a bit from other denominations with our 
emphasis of being a “confessional church.”  In fact, Part I of the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) (PCUSA) is 
the Book of Confessions, which contains 12 formal statements of faith structured as creeds, confessions, and catechisms.  The 
Book of Order, which provides guidance in how we govern and worship, is actually Part II.  Ruling Elders (i.e., the ordained 
lay leaders) and especially Teaching Elders (i.e., ordained ministers) are expected to know and understand these confessions.  
I confess that I have not been as diligent as I should have been in that regard. 
 
But why do we even have and use such statements of faith?  Why isn’t the Bible alone enough?  While I can’t do it justice 
here, the short answer is that confessions attempt to articulate the implications of what the Bible says.  At the heart of all 
confessions is the earliest confession of the New Testament church, “Jesus is Lord.” (Strictly speaking, therefore, Christians 
confess not what but in whom they believe.)  But what does that mean?  What are we do in response to that?  If the Bible 
alone were sufficient, we wouldn’t have 200 Protestant denominations.  Thus, confessions also seek to state what we believe 
as a community and not a random collection of individuals.  We have confessions because we are fallible human beings, 
prone to error, and inclined to forget who and whose we are.  We need guidance and continual reminders about what we 
believe.  Notice, too, a confession of faith aims to state the truth of the Gospel for all Christians everywhere and for all time.  
Confessions, notably those in the Reformed tradition, are not partisan documents in support of a sectarian cause.  They are 
contributions to the entire Christian community and what it means to be a Christ-follower. 
 
We have multiple confessions because they are in response to different events and crises.  For example, the Nicene Creed, 
from the year 381 (and the oldest of our confessions) and the Apostles’ Creed articulated God as the Trinity and Jesus as God 
incarnate.  The Barmen Declaration of 1934, in contrast, was written by a group of German church leaders in response to the 
German church and Christians getting into bed with the state and Hitler’s National Socialism.   
 
Admittedly, confessions have the limitations of the very human culture in which they were developed and some of the 
exclusionary language in the older confessions makes us uncomfortable today.  Some will say this proves fallacy of having 
creeds because they are human-made and not God-made.  But in truth, everyone and every church has creeds whether formal 
or informal, such as who can marry whom or what constitutes a sin.  As imperfect as they are, confessions point us back to the 
Bible and make us really think what God is calling us to believe and do.  Confessions humble us showing that we do not have 
all the answers and never will, but that we can continue to grow in our understanding of what it means to truly follow 
Christ—and to change ourselves to actually do it. 
 
In 2007-2008, many of us at Stone Church wrote our personal confession of faith, our credo (Latin for “I believe”), which we 
published in our newsletters.  They were as much about our journey of faith as they were about what we believed.  Mine 
rested on to “love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your 
neighbor as yourself.” from Luke 10:27 and that God had called me to duty, service, and commitment; God has blessed me 
with some many gifts that it is incumbent on me to make use of them.  But I could have probably just used Colossians 3:12, 
14, and 17, “As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and 
patience.  Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.  And whatever you do, 
in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.”  This I believe. 
 
Shalom, 
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         Historical Period Revisited---A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 

                      Mission in the Early Years—Mrs. Elsie Schuyler 

    

             A picture of Rev. Burl Schuyler and his wife Elsie has been sitting on my 
desk for a long time needing some repair. I was trying to somehow shuffle the pic-
ture back where it belonged but I had no luck  

        Then I got interested in Elsie’s role as a missionary so I did some research. In 
l907, Stone Church decided to “adopt” a missionary. Adopting a missionary meant 
committed financial support and the name appeared in the weekly Sunday bulletin. 
Our first “adoptee” had been Mrs. Charles Dunn at Manila, Philippine Islands. Her 
assignment with us lasted eight years because the church that was supporting her 
husband at that time desired to support them as a couple. It was then that Stone 
Church adopted Mrs. Elsie Schuyler. 

She served as a physician to Punjab, India. She was born in Syria of a missionary family and educated 
at the Women’s Medical College in Philadelphia, PA. Her adoption for our church lasted thirty years from 
1916 – 1948. The church had pledged $500 a year. 

During her service there, she treated them personally at times but spent most of her time working in 
her Dispensary. Can you imagine that she served some 25,000 to 30,000 patients each year!  Her last fifteen 
years of service was in Lahore, India. All her work was done in the Punjab Mission representing our church in 
Northwest India. 

             The missionary societies passionately went about their mission effort into the 1950s.  In addition to 
raising money for foreign and home missions, some members actually led mission educational study classes. 
Letters from missionaries were read at their meetings to keep them up to date. Speakers representing various 
overseas missions were welcomed to provide firsthand experiences.  

When Elsie went home on furlough on three different occasions, she shared these experiences with the 
church and I’m sure that Stone Church enjoyed hearing her experiences firsthand. I’m sorry to say that I 
couldn’t find what role her husband played while in India but he was a Presbyterian minister aside from sup-
porting his wife in any way he could. 

 By the way, I think it is time to get the frame of the Schuyler couple repaired so it can be displayed on 
the sanctuary cabinet. Many thanks to Pat Joseph for taking a picture of the couple with her cell phone for this 
article.  
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As October approaches, I have thought a lot about what is ahead of us: this is a month of two secular  holidays and the 

church Reformation Sunday;  a change in activities from summer to fall – think the upcoming Woman’s Association 

Fall Pie Sale, the delight of Sunday services with a Choir (thank you so very much, Rob)  and football (Go Bills!); All 

Saints Day; a seriously important US Presidential election;  Stone Church’s Stewardship activities and ending celebra-

tion; and thoughts about  the approach of Thanksgiving.  And I have considered our variety of Mission activities and 

the "Joys and Concerns” of our congregation.  

One other item I have thought about is the Revised Common Lectionary to which Scott has chosen to refer.  The Lec-

tionary is a pre-selected collection of scriptural readings from the Bible and views the years as a three-year cycle dur-

ing which scriptural recommendations that compliment the current season of the liturgical year are provided. Generally 

readings are prescribed in this way: a passage from the Old Testament, a passage from one of the Psalms; another from 

the Epistles; and finally a passage from one of the four Gospels. (Churches generally choose to use three or four of the 

Lectionary selections, but some ministers choose not to use the Lectionary, instead making their own choices.) I have 

thought about this because the Lectionary scriptures are what are read, referred to, and usually explained each Sunday.  

It is neat and hopefully significant if what and why we are doing whatever we have chosen in Mission ties into what we 

have heard and learned.   

Interestingly, the Lectionary is working through the book of Mark and October’s focus is on Mark 10 which concen-

trates on explaining God’s expectations for believers and on Jesus showing his power as the son of God while helping 

his disciples understand what lies ahead in the near future. At the beginning of November, the Lectionary then moves 

to Mark 12 and almost immediately to Mark 12:30-31. These are the verses that exemplify what each of us wishes to 

grow into as we work to accept and share the grace bestowed upon each of us.  And, not accidentally, these are the two 

verses chosen for our Stewardship campaign.   

We will end September and begin October by celebrating Emily Hughes 90th birthday on September 29th.  Emily’s 

ways of following Christ’s dictates for care of others could be listed here, but suffice to say, October is a month in 

which there are many levels and differing ways of “doing Mission.”  Our church as a whole is not only committed to 

various ways of serving others, but also places importance on remembering to show appreciation and affection towards 

others offering care and all who do share the joy of God’s grace.  Appreciation and real caring for each other is a con-

scious mission of Stone Church.   

Another type of Mission activity will occur on October 5. Everyone at Church has been invited to bring a casserole or 

meal item (or 2 or 3 or 7 items - whatever you wish) to church on the morning of the 5th to assist Your Neighbors, an 

ongoing project coordinated by Zion Lutheran Church.  Note:  a special request for homemade soup has been made.  

Your Neighbors delivers meals to their clients, generally those who live alone but for a variety of reasons cannot pro-

vide meals for themselves. Starting at 10 AM, on Saturday morning,  October 5, we will bring our various delicious 

foods to the Norton Room where we will  appropriately prepare them for packing into provided dishes, box the dishes 

up and then the food will be shelved in freezers at Zion Church. Your Neighbors volunteers will use these foods in the 

very near future for delivery to the homebound. We serve as one piece in a cooperative effort to serve those in need. As 

a church we know that our efforts may seem almost too small, but combined with the efforts of others, we can do mar-

velous things.   

 

                                                                                                                                                                        Con’t on page 5 

SEPTEMBER 2024 MISSION  
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PREMIERE DOCUMENTARY ABOUT JOHN ZOGBY 

Filmmaker Dennis Dewey's latest documentary, People, Not Numbers: John Zogby, Living Legend, is scheduled to 

premiere at Oneida County History Center on Saturday, October 19 at 2:00 p.m. with a repeat screening on Wednesday, 

October 23 at 7:00 p.m. This feature length film tells the dramatic story of John Zogby's life as the son of an undocu-

mented immigrant from Lebanon and a politically savvy Lebanese mother, John's experience growing up in East Utica 

and his rise to international recognition as the pre-eminent political pollster of the late 20th and early 21st Centuries. 

Criticized by the "pollster class" for his methods and ridiculed for keeping his business in the "back water" of Upstate 

New York, Zogby displayed  the uncanny habit of frustrating his critics by nearly always getting it right when the others 

stumbled. Zogby was named a "Living Legend" by the History Center in 2006. 

Dewey says, "I interviewed over two dozen colleagues and associates of John from around the world for this film, asking 

for three words to describe him; the adjective used most frequently was 'humble.' James Joseph, the Dean of Le Moyne 

College, put it this way: 'John is a man who has never forgotten where he came from.' I suppose that could have been the 

title of this film." 

This is Dewey's sixth major film produced as a volunteer for the History Center, the others including Mr. Dickens Comes 

to Utica and Farmin' It: Dairy Farming in Oneida County. Working as a solo amateur, this project began in April of this 

year and was, Dewey says, both a full-time job and a labor of love. "The more I learned about John as a scholar, entre-

preneur, author, activist, mentor and civic-minded benefactor, the more my appreciation of him grew as a kind, thought-

ful, generous human being, truly a living legend." 

John Zogby will be on hand to sign copies of his new book, Beyond the Horse Race: How to Read Polls and Why We 

Should. Popcorn and refreshments will be served at both screenings 

Con’t from page 4 

Following the Your Neighbors Food Day is the Women’s Association Pie Sale, held on October 12, which hopefully 

will be a bright, pleasant Saturday morning,. The pies each of us contributes will be sold and the money collected will be 

used to support the Women’s Association Christmas families and other Association charitable efforts designed to assist 

those who need extra help during difficult times they are experiencing.  The pleasure we all enjoy when given opportuni-

ties to help others is such a worthwhile part of our lives!   

The remainder of October is devoted to somewhat different types of Mission activities -our Stewardship weeks. Steward-

ship will start on Sunday October 20 and end with a festive luncheon in the Norton Room immediately after church on 

November 3.  Our Stewardship lessons and prayers will be centered on Mark 12:30-31 which say “Love the Lord your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.  The second is this: 

Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these.”  This theme which highlights two basics 

of our faith by reminding us of the intensity with which we must love the Lord – with all our heart, soul, mind and 

strength - and clearly states how we must always treat others –Love your neighbor as yourself -are meant to encourage 

us to not only continue using those God-given skills and opportunities that come our way, but also to always treat others 

with essential care and kindness. Please mark your calendars and plan to participate in all three weeks of Stewardship 

activities. 

So will end the month of October.  And yet in November and the following months, there still will be varying Mission 

activities and we still will listen and learn from areas of the Bible chosen by the Lectionary.  

Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  On the bulletin board there is a list of HOPE HOUSE VOLUNTEER 

NEEDS.  If you are interested in helping out Hope House in any capacity, please check out this list.  The contact 

information is provided there. They have a special request for cereal & toiletries (especially shampoo and 

conditioner).  Please contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) if you have any questions.  
 

COUNTRY PANTRY:  It's hard to believe with temperatures in the 80's that the holidays are fast 

approaching.  Food items needed are:  stuffing, gravy, canned vegetables, canned fruit, cranberry sauce, 

potatoes, etc.  A $12 donation marked for holiday giving is another option.  As always, any donation is 

appreciated.  Stone Church has designated the third Sunday of the month in particular for food donations and 

encourages people to bring them to worship that Sunday. 

THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  Since the cooler weather will force us to spend more time indoors, 

it’s a good time to spruce up your kitchen for the fall season.  We have some terrific new items from 

“Women of the Cloud Forest”.  Add a splash of color to your table with our Marbled Multi-colored 

Felt Ball Trivet, made with 100% felted wool.  It is made by an artisan group in Nepal whose 

mission is to empower communities while preserving culture.  Equip your kitchen with function and 

beauty, with our Tropical Hardwood Multi-Wood Sugar Bowl with Lid & Spoon from 

Nicaragua.  Hand-carved out of sustainably harvested tropical hardwood, this beautiful sugar bowl is a 

perfect addition to your table.  These and MANY, MANY MORE uniquely hand-crafted gift items 

from 38 different countries can be found at our FAIR TRADE SHOP, STONE PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH, 8 SO. PARK ROW, CLINTON. Our hours are 10am to 4pm every Thursday, SECOND 

SATURDAYS AND THURSDAY, OCTOBER 3rd,  THE LAST DAY OF THE FARMER’S 

MARKET ON THE VILLAGE GREEN IN CLINTON.  Purchasing fair trade items ensures artisans and small 

farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, providing dignity, sustainable development and hope for 

marginalized people.  LET US BE YOUR GO-TO GIFT SHOP!   Visit us at https://

buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

PLEASE KEEP THE DEACONS IN MIND on the first Sunday of each month. 

Because of Labor Day our “first Sunday” in September will be September 8th.  All of the loose 

money collected on those Sundays will go to support the ministry of the Deacons. 
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PROPERTY COMMITTEE:  The property committee is happy to report that the bulk of the work has been 

completed for our new roof.  Mosher Roofing  has finished placing the new shingles, flashed the areas that needed it and placed 

roof coating where required. Ken states that the roof is structurally sound  and is very happy with the results. All that remains 

to be done is some relatively minor reinforcing of some beams above the ceiling and some plaster repair. As the project nears 

completion, we should all feel gratified that we have helped ensure the longevity of  our beloved Church home.     

SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS –SEPTEMBER 16, 2024 

 

• Sam Pendergrast is a Catalyst for the Utica Presbytery of their partnership with the Plentiful Gifts initiative from the 
University of Dubuque Seminary. Through this program area churches identify the gifts of Leadership God has given 
them administered by Dubuque Seminary and funded by the Lilly Foundation. The goal is to identify gifts of leader-
ship that exist in members of the congregation. Training will be provided to better equipped. The presbytery and Sam 
are trying to identify four to six congregations that would like to participate. Each church is assigned a Mentor and 
there are four retreats: an opening one in January of 2025, two follow-up ones and a closing retreat. They need a 
commitment by November. 

•  Two of our newest members Wendy Suskiewich and Jean Whitney have moved out of the area in August. 

• The treasurer, Chris Menard, reported that all accounts are balanced. 

• After realizing that Emily Hughes is the only member of the Memorial Committee. Sherry Robinson will talk to Lin-
da Rance, Ceil Gilbert who are both on the Membership, Communication & Outreach Committee to see if they will 
also join with the Memorial Committee to provide Emily more support. 

•  Session VOTED to have Christine Menard purchase Rob and Lauralyn Kolb gift certificates for the services they 
provided in August while Scott was away 

• John Menard explained that Kenny Mosher was nearly done with the roof. And that Dwight Dibble will look at the 
ceiling in the Sanctuary. 

• John reported that the timer for the lights outside weren’t working. He will talk with John Stiefvater and maybe to-
gether they find a solution John Menard was able to fix the door handle to the manager’s door 

• Oct. 5, 2024 we will package up food for “Our Neighbors.”  We are asking folks to bring whatever they want.  It 
starts at 10:00 AM until all is done. 

• Stewardship will start Oct. 20, 2024 and run 3 weeks with a luncheon on Nov. 3, 2024. Mark 12: 30-3l will be the 
theme “and you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and 
with all your strength” 

• We asked Wendy Suskiewich and Jean Whitney in October how would they like to handle member ship. Members 
vs. friends list for our Per Capita each year. We will reach out to them in October, so if they decide on friends, we 
can make an adjustment. 

• The Fair Trade Shoppe made 22% more than last year--so far, a great year! 

• Deacons donated $200 to the First Pres. Church in Rome due to tornado damage.  



 

 The Corner Stone                   Page 8  

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
PRAYER REQUEST 

 

The Christeler Family 

Nancy & Will Eisenhower 

Larry Bakos 

Grace Whittemore 

Carol Sherman 

Ewa Lawrence 

Hal Rance 

Conley Roberto & 

Family 

Cindy Chamberlain 

Kristin 

John & Mary Ann Stiefvater 

Ruth Hughes 

Phil Conley 

Mike Brittan & Family 

Erik Jones 

The LaFont Family 

Patsy Glista & Family 

Andrew Bering 

1 - Rachel Christeler 

11 - Midge Bakos 

13 - Scott Leonard 

14 - Laura Hughes 

17  - Cros Harvey 

22 - Tyler Shenkel   

30 - Beverly Miller 

         HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!! 

                 10-07-89        Ken & Shelley Coe 

            10-07-95       Zeke & Janice LeFrois 

HAPPY 90TH BIRTHDAY, EMILY! 
From a Mission point of view, Emily Hughes has exemplified much that  Mission 

and Stewardship encompass.  Whether it be organizing merchandising to maximize 

Fair Trade items appeal to simply working long hours in the Fair trade Shop, Emily 

has done it. If it has meant countless hours of involvement, some of which are frus-

trating, but all of which are furthering the lives of a multigenerational refuge fami-

ly, Emily has been stalwart in offering her time and energy. And for our Stone 

Church historian, who is an expert on local history and the custodian of irreplaceable historic items, Emi-

ly has made sure Memorial Funds have been utilized to purchase furniture, specialized storage equip-

ment, signage, really anything necessary to ensure these invaluable records are organized and preserved 

and that Midge, our historian, has what she needs  to continue her work. The Women’s Association will 

have its Fall pie sale, on the 12th of October, and Emily will be there helping to assist in the drive-by sale and in any other way 

she can be useful.  So, happy happy birthday to someone who truly continues to serve our Lord and Savior. 
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THE WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION will BE holding a DRIVE-THRU PIE SALE from 10am to 

2pm on Saturday, October 12th, 2024.  We will have several different kinds of delicious homemade pies available 

for your shopping pleasure, with the emphasis being on apple!  You can drive up to the curb and purchase a pie 

without leaving your vehicle.  The proceeds from this sale will go to the various mission organizations that we 

support annually.  Come visit us, you won’t regret it!  For more information, contact Ceil Gilbert (315-853-8289), 

ceilgilbert@yahoo.com or Donna Goodfriend at 315-749-4085.   

WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  Please note that per capita payments for the New Year are now 

being readily accepted!!! The 2024 per capita charge this year is $45.00 per member, the same as last year.  The 

church is assessed this amount for each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the cost of our repre-

sentative democracy as a church and supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, Synod and General 

Assembly. Please consider sending your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. Box 33, Clinton, NY 

13323) or enclosing it in with your pledge envelope. It is helpful if you pay the per capita explicitly even if  it 

comes from your overall financial commitment to the church for the year.  Thank you in advance for your help. 

CELEBRATION OF LIFE SERVICE FOR TRUDI CHRISTELER 
It is with great sorrow that we announce that Gertude “Trudi” Christeler, passed away quietly 

earlier Friday morning 9/20/24 with her family with her at their home after declining health the 

previous couple of weeks.  We are pleased that Trudi was able to celebrate her 100th birthday on 

8/7/24 before being gathered to her people.  There will be private burial service with the family 

Thursday 10/10/24 at Crown Hill Cemetery and a public celebration of life memorial service 

2:00 p.m. Sunday 10/13/24 at Stone Presbyterian Church followed by a light reception.  The family said donations 

can be made to Stone Presbyterian Church in Trudi’s name. 

                                                YOUR NEIGHBORS 

On Saturday October 5 we will be assembling meals in the Norton Room for Your Neighbors, an ongoing pro-

ject coordinated by Zion Lutheran Church.   We will work from 10:00 a.m. until we are finished. That morning, 

from 9:30 a.m.. until 10 a.m. there will be help at the front ramp for transferring your contributions inside to the 

Norton Room. Everyone at Church has been invited to bring a casserole or meal item (or 2 or 3 or 7 items - 

whatever you wish) to the church. Assembling meals does not require a lot of standing or walking.  If you don’t 

cook, please know we will be glad to have frozen vegetables, packages of prepared mashed potatoes, dinner 

rolls, anything to complete meals.  Note: A special request for homemade soup has been made.  Please remem-

ber, Your Neighbors  delivers meals to their clients, who  generally  are those who live alone but for a variety 

of reasons cannot provide meals for themselves.  Our meals are greatly appreciated by those who receive them.  

We look forward to this opportunity to work together on this project. 
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A CONSEQUENTIAL LUNCH AND LEARN 

September 15 was our first Lunch and Learn at Stone Church after our traditional summer of changes in worship and 

schedule.  Unsurprisingly, we enjoyed a delicious lunch during which we all talked and talked, futilely trying to 

catch up on a summer’s worth of personal, family and other events.  Admittedly, our conversations could have been 

lengthier, but when Sam Pendergrast was ready to discuss his “time on the border,” no one objected to switching 

from conversation to listening to his account of living in Agua Prieta, Sonora, the sister city of Douglas, Arizona.  

This area is in the southeast corner of Arizona near New Mexico, also near the border between Sonora and Chihua-

hua. Thirty years ago, only a barbed-wire fence marked the border here in these sister cities. People crossed back and 

forth freely for work, shopping, recreation, and visiting family. People who crossed the border for seasonal labor 

could come back to their families, and could expect to go back for work again the next year. Enforcement of border 

regulations has drastically changed the character of this community.  

Sam and his wife, Cynthia, spent nearly a year living with the people of Agua Prieta, Sonora and Douglas, Arizona 

volunteering with Frontera de Cristo, a Presbyterian border ministry that works with secular and church organiza-

tions on both sides of the border and is dedicated to helping migrants and residents affected by a tumultuous border 

landscape. 

Sam’s talk was an excellent unpoliticized view of one small section of the Mexican and US border. By sharing his 

observations and experiences through words and pictures, Sam showed some of the impact of this experience. All 

who participated in this Lunch and Learn were given much to consider, both about our border policies and about 

church response to conditions that were the results of laws enacted on a national and/or international level.   

Not only was I really appreciative of Sam taking the time to be with us, I also was pleased to find a link to Sam’s 

substack postings that provide much more detail about this experience. (you can also find it by doing a search on 

“Cynthia & Sam’s Year on the Border”) 

https://ayearontheborderandmore.substack.com/   

By following this link, you will be able to enjoy the details of his reflections and additional experiences during this 

“year on the border.” 

And if you were fascinated by the brief discussion of coffee roasting, flavor and wages, you might enjoy the Café 

Justo website: http://justcoffee.org/   

Happy sipping.   
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Through Mother Joanna at St. James Episcopal Church, the Clinton Area Ministerium is sponsoring a suicide 

prevention talk by Mary Beth Greene on Wednesday, October 9, 2024 at 5:30 p.m. It will likely be held at 

St. James Church or the Kirkland Town Library.  Joanna will announce at the ecumenical Labor Day service.  

Suicide is the 11th leading cause of death in the U.S.  From 2007 through 2021, suicide rates for Americans 

ages 10 to 24 rose 62%, according to the CDC.  Come and hear ways we can address this and invite others to 

come along. 

SUICIDE PREVENTION TALK  

DEACONS CORNER—OCTOBER 2024 
 
We Always look forward to see the beautiful rich colors of fall leaves 

The recent tornado that devasted nearby Rome took down many of 

God’s lovely trees.  Perhaps we take for granted the simple beauty, cooling  

shade and habitat for our many birds, so, I leave you with this famous poem by 

Joyce Kilmer 
  



 

 

 

To see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 

  

    Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

     Cell: 315-723-7420 
     Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

     Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                      Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

                 Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                           Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

                 Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                   Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

                 Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

                 www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

                 www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

                                     

                                        Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. in person, streamed & recorded on Facebook Live 

                                                                Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. weekdays 

Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Midge Bakos, Mary Chamber-

lain and Helen Leonard who have folded, taped 

and labeled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the November 
newsletter is Monday, October 22nd.. 
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