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September 1, 2024 (Labor Day Weekend)  

Ecumenical Service at 9:30 a.m. on the Village Green (or inside at Stone Church with inclement 

weather) 

 BRING TWO LAWN CHAIRS—ONE FOR YOU AND ONE FOR A NEIGHBOR! 

 

 

 

WORSHIP RESUMES AT STONE STARTING SEPTEMBER 8 AT 10:30 A.M. 

 

 

September 8, 2018 – 16th Sunday after Pentecost – The Lord’s Supper 

Proverbs 22:1–2, 8–9, 22–23   God desires justice and mercy on those in need. 

Psalm 125   The Lord does good to those who do good. 

James 2:1–17   Faith without works is dead. 

Mark 7:24–37   The Syrophoenician woman's faith.  

Sermon “The Gilded Age” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching  

 

 

 

September 15, 2024 – 17th Sunday after Pentecost 

Proverbs 1:20-33   Wisdom speaks. 

James 3:1-12   On taming the tongue. 

Mark 8:27-38   You are the Christ/Passion Prediction. 

Sermon “Are You Listening?” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching  

 

 

 

September 22, 2024 – 18th Sunday after Pentecost 

Proverbs 31:10–31   An ode to a capable wife. 

James 3:13–4:3, 7–8a   Exhortations to wisdom and morality. 

Mark 9:30–37   Passion Prediction #2 / Who is Greatest?  

The Rev. Helen Tracy preaching 

 

 

 

September 29, 2024 – 19th Sunday after Pentecost  

Esther 7:1–6, 9–10; 9:20–22   Esther speaks up for her people. 

James 5:13–20   Pray for the sick. 

Mark 9:38–50   Do not stop those doing good in my name. 

Sermon “Step Up” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching  
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I am woman; hear me. 
 
 

As I was preparing the cover of the September 2024 newsletter, it struck me that for most every 
week the lectionary had a strong woman figure: the Syrophoenician woman, Lady Wisdom (as 
personified in Proverbs), “a capable wife” (also from Proverbs), and Queen Esther.  Most of history, 
indeed, most anything recorded, until relatively recently, has been recorded by men, the bible being 
no exception.  So, it is notable when women’s voices are heard, which we will hear in our worship 
services this month.   
 
I should note that this situation is because most, uh, “civilized” societies (i.e., post “hunter-gather”) have been 
patriarchal, that is, where positions of authority are primarily held by men who, therefore, called the shots for the most 
part.  (As an aside, I once gave a sermon that argued most all of our problems today can be traced back to the 
development of agriculture and the start of civilization.  But that’s a discussion for another day.) 
 
The lectionary’s focus on women also led me to think about women today.  In my own family, I think about my mother 
Rose who just turned 87.  She had her own challenges growing up, then with my father raised four boys, and later 
became a widow at age 58.  Or my stepchildren’s paternal grandmother, Peg, who has lost all four of her children as 
adults, as well as her husband, and yet at 92 keeps her faith and positive attitude.  My wife, Helen, who was a single 
working mom raising three young children when I met her, somehow holding it all together, and is still married to me 
40 years later.  My daughter, Stephanie, doing nationally recognized research on maternal health, particularly of 
underserved populations, and her sister Leanne also doing leading research, exploring the ways that humans interact 
with technology using non-invasive brain measurement and cognitive analysis, both also being very active mothers. 
 
And speaking of slights, none of this is to take away from men—my father, my brothers, my stepsons, sons-in-law, or 
our male church members—all of whom I love, admire, and respect, both for who they are and what they do.  Neither 
does this minimize other historically marginalized groups, such as ethnic/racial minorities, LGBTQ+, the poor, and the 
disenfranchised.  We need to see that giving voice to one group does not take away from others, any more than 
highlighting one charity denigrates others.  Just as we try to care of all parts of our own bodies, as members of the body 
of Christ, we need to help and promote the parts that are neglected, so that all parts are well.  As Paul writes in 1 
Corinthians 12:25-26 “that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care for 
one another.  If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it.” 
 
For example, when Trudi Christler was born it had only been four years since the ratification of the 19th Amendment, 
which gave women in the U.S. the right to vote.  (It wasn’t until 1971 that women in her native Switzerland obtained 
the right to vote at the federal level!)  It wasn’t until 1972 that the Supreme Court gave women unfettered access to 
birth control and that same year that Title IX was signed into law that protects people from discrimination based on sex 
in education programs or activities; this became particularly key in sports, as the recent Paris Olympics showed the 
fruit of that labor.  It wasn’t until 1974 before women could get a credit card on their own.  In 1981—after 191 years—
we had the first woman on the Supreme Court.  But we still have had no woman president; even England had a Queen 
for 70 years and a woman Prime Minister in 1980s.  On the church side, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) (PC(USA)) 
began ordaining women as elders in 1930 and as ministers of Word and Sacrament in 1956.  But it wasn’t until 1994—
203 years after our founding—that Stone Church had its first woman pastor.  And men still were the majority on 
session through the 1970s. 
 
All of which is to say that giving more rights and freedoms to women did not take away from others but enrich us and 
our society.  The same is true for extending rights to other historically disenfranchised groups.  By giving more people 
the same rights as others, we come closer to treating all people equally.  And that is the way to genuinely love one 
another. 
 
Shalom, 
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           Historical Period Revisited---A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 

                         TRUDI CHRISTELER TURNED 100 AUGUST 7, 2024 

 

 Trudi Christeler was born Gertrude Enz on August 7th 1924 to Amil (father) and Wille (mother). 
They lived in the Rhine Valley of Switzerland near the border of Austria in the small town of 
Eichberg (population 1,377 in 2023) that was outside the “big city” of Altstatten (population 1,377 
in 2023). Trudi told her sister that during the Depression that they were poor but her sister said, 
“No—we had a cow.” Still, they had very little money but managed to get by. 

 Trudi came to the U.S. Nov. 8, 1950 because her two aunts who lived locally were here to help her 
learn English. She stayed with one who got her a job as a live-in nanny for the Doyle family on 
Chestnut St. in Clinton. Helping with the children also helped her with her English. 

Her future husband, Hans Christeler, was born 10/26/1912 in Switzerland to Armin (father) and Marie (mother). Hans came 
with his whole family to Deansboro, NY arriving by boat in New York City on 11/1/1923. 

Hans’ father was a master carpenter. Trudi met Hans while he was helping out. They returned to Switzerland to be married on 
ll/8/1952. Hans died from cancer the morning of their 50th wedding anniversary on 11/8/ 2002. Trudi was glad that he made it 
until then. 

Mary DeVinny (former church member some of us remember) was proud that she introduced Hans and Trudi to Stone Church 
where they joined in 1953.  Both served on the Session but at different times. Hans was an elder who was on the building com-
mittee for almost two terms. Trudi served as an elder when the Rambos were our pastors. 

They built the house on 222 Homewood Drive in 1955. Trudi did a lot of the masonry herself, including the stone wall. She 
had gone to school for landscaping and so was well-trained. 

Hans had a scholarship to be an engineer at GE but it fell through much to his chagrin. He became a staff attendant at Utica 
State Hospital in charge of the men’s locked ward. He experienced many changes and much progress in the treatment of the 
mentally ill over the span of 40 year tenure retiring at the age of 65. He then went to work for Doyle’s Hardware.    

Eventually, they sold their house to their son, Hans Peter (Peter to his family) and his wife Michelle.  After living in a few oth-
er places, Trudi has been living with them the past few years under their excellent care and love and so she is back in the origi-
nal house. 

She has many interests including knitting and gardening of which she is skilled in both.  She also was a member of a women’s 
bible study in this area that met for just over 50 years! Her contribution to those sessions was inspirational!   

Reflecting back on her life she doesn’t recall any time being particularly happier than another. She has 
always had a good attitude and they always had enough to eat and be comfortable. Like most of us, 
there are lots of things she said she could have done better—or not at all—but did the best she could.  
If she had to do it over, though, she would not have come to the U.S. It was hard for her that she and 
her children could not easily see her family in Switzerland. She still talks frequently by phone with 
her sisters, two have passed and two are still alive in Switzerland but said it would be nice if they 
could by physically together. But she has her family here and so stays here because she loves them for 
the good care they provided her. 

She never wanted to be 100 but is grateful for her health and family. She said, “You have to learn to be old. Learning to adjust 
as your body and mind ages and relying on the help of others takes time to get used to.” 

The last time she flew to Switzerland was in 2014 at age 90 along with her daughter Christine and grand-daughter Erica.  After 
she got off the plane and went to board the train she had a bad fall. She was in the hospital for two weeks but managed to fully 
recover. 

When you turn 100 you don’t need much for a birthday gift, but Trudi did say, “My Bible is all worn out and the cover is com-
ing off.  It would be nice to have a new one.”  On behalf of Stone Church, our faithful deacons are getting her a new Bible—in 
large print! 

 

Midge Bakos 
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Galatians 6: 10 “So then, we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone (all people) …” 

As Summer slowly (or at least I hope it’s a slow transition) changes to Fall, Stone Church also changes but a bit more abruptly.  

Starting September 8, our church service will start at 10:30; Scott Leonard will be preaching on his normal schedule, Rob Kolb 

will be providing wonderful music for our services, Lauralyn Kolb and her steadfast team will be making sure the Fair Trade 

Shop is well stocked with marvelous items, and we, the loyal church members, will be busy in myriad ways.  We will have new 

banners to welcome us and, as usual, we are returning to full Mission responsibilities. To make sure nothing is missed, be sure 

to pay attention to other parts of the Cornerstone, Sunday announcements, your Sunday bulletin and the church calendar.  Just 

in case, I would like to draw your attention to some Mission activities that will be occurring soon, in fact VERY SOON. 

The first is a Lunch-and-Learn on September 15. As you are aware, I strongly feel that providing opportunities for us to en-

joy conversation and a unhurried meal together is very important. We are church family who care for each other and need to 

enjoy nicely prepared food and time to talk together.  Additionally, we all need to stay mentally healthy and one way to insure 

this is to continue to learn. Hence, we have Lunch and Learn opportunities. (While I would like to have one such activity every 

two or three months, I don’t always succeed, but I am starting well.)  

Immediately after Church on September 15, we will have our first Lunch-and-Learn in the Norton Room. Sam Prendergrast, 

our guest speaker, has slides and will talk about the year he spends working on the southern border of the United States. (While 

Kathleen DeLacy ended our year talking about immigrants and the work of The Center in Utica, this talk will show an entirely 

different part of the ways people try to enter the United States) We have enjoyed Sam as a guest minister and this will be a great 

opportunity to learn more about this hot topic. 

Hope House and The Country Pantry are two agencies’ Stone has supported for many years. While our Sunday bulletin al-

ways has current information regarding the items in high demand, I want to reiterate the importance of our generosity in helping 

to make a difference in the lives of their clients. Time and again the people relying upon the availability of these services ex-

press the sentiment, “I never thought I would have to…” And perhaps more importantly, the kindness offered elicits “I do not 

feel demeaned by coming here.”  Our generosity and kindness truly are necessary components of these agencies and actually 

are ones closely linked to working to serve Christ. The third Sunday of the month generally is the Sunday when Judy LaGasse 

collects and delivers the Country Pantry donations so we stress that as being Country Pantry Sunday. (September 15)                                                   

The Mission statement of Hope House, formally known as the Peter Maurin House, is “to offer homeless or needy individuals 

in the City of Utica, NY and its environs, a daytime opportunity for shelter, a hot nutritious meal, and referral, if desired, to any 

needed human service…As we are able, we will also seek to meet other basic needs of the indigent in our community, however, 

our first purpose will remain that of feeding all who come to us in hunger.”  Our team of volunteers goes to Hope House in the 

afternoon and early evening of the fourth Monday of each month. Therefore, it is most convenient if items requested by Hope 

House are available by September 23rd for volunteers to bring. Please do not assume others are supporting Hope House so what 

we do really is insignificant. We know that the grace of God is not always big and showy and likewise our actions can be small 

(or large), but we have to be committed to acting and sincere in our understanding of Matthew 7:12 “So whatever you wish that 

others would do to you, do also to them.” I also suggest that if you are unsure about the services and clients of Hope House, you 

read the Hope House newsletter, or ask Ceil Gilbert or other volunteers what they see.  

And to finish with a small October note – we will have a “Cook-In” for Your Neighbors on Saturday, October 5. More infor-

mation will follow. 

So, as Summer morphs into Fall, we know that Stone Church will be busy during September.  Our responsibility is to follow 

Galatians 6:10 “so then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone (all people). 

 

Mary Ann Stiefvater 

SEPTEMBER 2024 MISSION  
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PROPERTY COMMITTEE:  You may notice in the coming days that work is starting on the 

Church’s new roof.  Mosher roofing has already begun to reseal the portion of the roof over the Norton 

Room and the rest of the south end of the Church. They will soon be working on the roof over the sanctuary 

also. Let’s hope for some nice dry weather so they can work right along . 

 

WELCOME!!  At our 7/28/24 worship service we were blessed again to have Jane 

Crouch Hanley and her son visit us!  She and another classmate (Claudia Zoeckler King) 

were in town for a their 70th high school reunion from Clinton Central School. 

Stone Church has 

implemented a new online 

giving tool called Givelify 

that is also available as an 

app on your smart mobile 

device.  Check it out on our 

web page.   

Through Mother Joanna at St. James Episcopal Church, the Clinton Area Ministerium is sponsoring a suicide 

prevention talk by Mary Beth Greene on Wednesday, October 9, 2024 at 5:30 p.m. It will likely be held at St. 

James Church or the Kirkland Town Library.  Joanna will announce at the ecumenical Labor Day service.  

Suicide is the 11th leading cause of death in the U.S.  From 2007 through 2021, suicide rates for Americans 

ages 10 to 24 rose 62%, according to the CDC.  Come and hear ways we can address this and invite others to 

come along. 

  SUICIDE PREVENTION TALK  
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HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  On the bulletin board there is a list of HOPE HOUSE VOLUNTEER 

NEEDS.  If you are interested in helping out Hope House in any capacity, please check out this list.  The contact 

information is provided there. They have a special request for cereal & toiletries (especially shampoo and 

conditioner).  Please contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) if you have any questions.  

COUNTRY PANTRY:   Thank you for the overwhelming response to my plea for the pantry.  Our cup 

certainly overflowed in August. Both the back end and back seat of my car was full.  The numbers keep increasing 

as well as the demand for food and toilet articles.   Donations may be dropped off any Sunday, especially the third 

Sunday at church, which is our monthly “Country Pantry Day”.  Thank you and God Bless. 
 

THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  We have unique, fair trade home décor from Guatemala that will add 

a bit of flair and color to any room in your home!  Our Guatemalan Stoneware Hummingbird Trivet 

is a stunning piece of functional art.  It showcases a vibrant and detailed hand-painted design, 

featuring a hummingbird gracefully hovering over blooming flowers.  The lively color palette 

includes shades of blue, green, yellow and red. These hummingbirds don’t need to 

migrate, so you can enjoy them year round!  These unique and gorgeous Stoneware 

Hummingbird Vases are carefully hand-painted with flowers and leaves.  What a 

thoughtful gift!  Our Ellipse Stoneware Hummingbird Vase is a beautiful 

representation of traditional craftsmanship and artistic flair.  Hand-painted with 

vibrant colors, this vase features a detailed depiction of a hummingbird amidst 

blooming flowers and foliage. These and MANY, MANY MORE uniquely handcrafted gift items 

from 38 different countries can be found at our FAIR TRADE SHOP, STONE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 

8 SO. PARK ROW, CLINTON.  Our regular hours are 10am to 4pm every Thursday, SECOND SATURDAYS 

AND EVERY THURSDAY AT THE  FARMER’S MARKET ON THE VILLAGE GREEN THROUGH 

OCTOBER 3RD, 2024.  Purchasing fair trade items ensures artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy 

working conditions, providing dignity, sustainable development and hope for marginalized people.  LET US BE 

YOUR GO-TO GIFT SHOP!  Visit us a https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or www.facebook.com/

buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

 

PLEASE KEEP THE DEACONS IN MIND on the first Sunday of each month. 

Because of Labor Day our “first Sunday” in September will be September 8th.  All of the loose 

money collected on those Sundays will go to support the ministry of the Deacons. 
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DEACONS CORNER—SEPTEMBER 2024 
 
The autumn season is here!  Time to do a calendar check, note the people in your life that would 

appreciate a message from you.  The selection of cards and note papers offer genuine words of 

appreciation, love, encouragement , friendship and sympathy.  Even if it’s by e-mail. 

 

Recently, Lauralyn sent me an animated e-mail cheer-up card by artist Jennifer Lawson.  My 5 

days of Covid confinement were less stressful by acts of kindness. 

VILLAGE OF CLINTON 

PROCLAMATION 

In Honor of Trudi Christeler’s 100th Birthday on August 7, 2024. 

Whereas, Gertrud “Trudi” Enz was born in Eichberg, Switzerland on August 7, 1924. 

Whereas, Trudi immigrated to America in 1950 and lived with her Godmother aunt.  Her first job was as a nanny 

for the Doyle family. 

Whereas, Trudi met and married Hans Christeler, also Swiss, twelve years her senior who had immigrated to 

Deansboro, NY in 1923.  They married in 1952. 

Whereas, in 1955 Hans and Trudi built their home on Homewood Drive.  Trudi did the masonry and landscaping. 

Whereas, Trudi and Hans had a son, Hans Peter, who married Michelle.  They bought the family home and Trudi, 

after some time away, lives happily back on Homewood Drive with Hans Peter and Michelle. 

Whereas, Trudi is a faithful member of the Clinton Stone Church since the early 1950s.  Trudi is a participating 

member of the Women’s Bible Study for 50 years! 

Whereas, while Trudi misses Switzerland and her sisters that live there, still remains in close communications 

with them. 

Whereas, Trudi wisely reflects on her long life: “You have to learn to be old.” Life at any age, there are adjust-

ments for your mind and body. 

Whereas, the Village of Clinton and Town of Kirkland wish Trudi a Happy Birthday and express gratitude for her 

contributions to our community. 
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

PRAYER REQUEST 

Carol Sherman 

Ewa Lawrence 

Hal Rance 

Conley Roberto & Family 

Cindy Chamberlain 

Kristin 

John & Mary Ann 

Stiefvater 

Ruth Hughes 

Phil Conley 

Edith Rubin 

Mike Brittan & Family 

Erik Jones 

The LaFont Family 

Patsy Glista & Family 

Andrew Bering 

Louise Wrate 

1 - Shelly Coe 

4 - Alan Tuttle 

7 - Mary Ann Stiefvater 

16 -      Janice LeFrois 

17 - Sarah LaFont 

18 - Dennis Dewey 

19 - Nicole Schilder 

22 - Deli Rogers 

23 - Tricia Tuttle 

  Ceil Gilbert 

24 -     Wendy Suskiewich 

25 - Samantha Reed 

26 - Elena Schilder 

27 - Emily Hughes 

28  - Sue Rambo 

  Ann Smallen 

         HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!! 

                         September 
     

        09-02-78        Dennis & Sue Dewey 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY EMILY HUGHES!! 
 
Emily’s 90th birthday is on September 27.  Please join us to celebrate her birthday on Sunday, September 22, 
during worship and coffee hour.  If you would like to send her a card, her address is: 
 
150 Genesee Street 
Apt. A32 
New Hartford, NY 13413 
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DECORATIVE SLATES are still available for a minimum of a $10 donation in the Norton Room 

after worship and during the week from 9:30am to 11:30am on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. 

THE WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION OF STONE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 
8 So. Park Row, Clinton, will hold a DRIVE-THRU PIE SALE from 10am to 2pm on Saturday, October 
12th, 2024.  We will have several different kinds of delicious homemade pies available for your shopping 
pleasure, with the emphasis being on apple!  You can drive up to the curb and purchase a pie without leaving 
your vehicle.  The proceeds from this sale will go to the various mission organizations that 
we support annually.  Come visit us, you won’t regret it!  For more information, contact Ceil 
Gilbert (315-853-8289), ceilgilbert@yahoo.com or Donna Goodfriend at 315-749-4085.   

WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  Please note that per capita payments for the New Year are 

now being readily accepted!!! The 2024 per capita charge this year is $45.00 per member, the same as last 

year.  The church is assessed this amount for each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the 

cost of our representative democracy as a church and supports the meetings and operations of the Presby-

tery, Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending your per capita either directly to the church 

office (P.O. Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your pledge envelope. It is helpful if you 

pay the per capita explicitly even if  it comes from your overall financial commitment to the church for the 

year.  Thank you in advance for your help. 

CELEBRATION OF LIFE SERVICE FOR ROBERT WILLSON  

Pastor Scott Leonard conducted a Celebration of Life service for Robert John Willson at Stone 
Presbyterian Church Saturday morning on July 6.  Beloved husband, father, son, brother, uncle, 
cousin and friend, Robert John Willson, born on November 4, 1951 in Penn Yan, NY, died unex-
pectedly on April 25, 2024 in Florida from a heart attack.  Rob and his family attended Stone 
Church when their children were growing up.  Thanks in part to their oldest sons being class-
mates, Rob and Scott were also leaders together for 20 years in Cub Scouts and the Boy Scout 
troop that Stone Church sponsored.  Scott shared a few of those memorable stories and adventures 
in his homily.  Many thanks to the deacons for all their help, including hosting the reception after 

the service.  The obituary can be found online:  

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/militarytimes/name/robert-willson-obituary?id=55241191  
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GODSPEED WENDY SUSKIEWICH AND JEAN WHITNEY 

After worship on 8/4/24 we said God-be-with-ye (good-bye) to two of our newest members, Jean Whitney and Wendy 
Suskiewich, as they were moving to Canandaigua at the end of August. They have been faithful attendees and last year 
became (very active!) members. Our prayers and blessings for the new chapter in their lives and a blessing they were in 
our lives. 

EMILY HUGHES’S SERVICE TO HER FAMILY, CHURCH AND COMMUNITY  

 Emily was born in Utica in 1934 and lived on the same street where both sets of grandparents lived across the 
street from one another and their porches, dining rooms, and attics hold forever memories. After graduation 
from UFA, she majored in diplomatic relations at Goucher College but soon found that a vocation in retailing 
more attractive. She received an A.S. degree from Tobe Coburn and began her retail career in NYC first at Alt-
mans and then Marshall Fields. 

  By chance she met Bill Hughes in a restaurant she frequented. After dating a year, Bill made a “practical pro-
posal” while they strolled through Times Square and asked, “Isn’t your apartment lease up in June?” Thus, they 

married in 1956 and continued to live in NYC. 

 Before Bill met Emily, he had already served in World War II as a radar operator for the 9th Air Force Division. After the war, he 
earned a B.S. degree in English from Hofstra. Bill was well read and always immersed in a book—an interest by Emily also. 

 Emily’s father offered Bill a job luring him to Utica to work in her Dad’s printing company, The Widtman Press. Bill earned a 
certificate from RIT to help in this new venture. The couple moved upstate first to Utica and eventually to Clinton in 1959. We 
found a home at 9 Mulberry St.  (circa 1877) where we raised three children—Laura, Ted, and Connie. On that one block the har-
mony between the residents made it feel like an extended family. 

Emily joined Stone Church in 1962 where their children were baptized. Emily taught Sunday School and helped with Girl Scouts. 
During the next 4 decades, volunteer projects at school, church, community were weekly obligations. Many life long friendships 
were formed. As a Deacon, I met home bound members Bev Sullivan., Florence Morgan, Helen Franz, Fred Kaiser, and Gene 
Lawson who enriched my life. She felt that getting to know people helps you understand them. 

In the 60’s and 70.s, Emily was very community oriented, holding several volunteer and some paid jobs, She served on the Board 
of the Utica Zoo for 9 years, was president of the Junior League of Utica 1 year, served on the Oneida County Council on Alco-
holism, Oneida County Youth Bureau and worked for the Utica Community Action while I lived in Clinton. 

In 1980, I returned to retail management at Hess’s in charge of domestics. What she enjoyed most about the job was meeting inter-
esting customers. She feels being up front and honest with them was the best approach. When Bill developed bone cancer, Emily 
cared for him until his passing in 1995. During Bill’s illness he wrote a children’s book, Sylvester and Susie. 

Upon retirement at age 80, I felt that I could contribute to more projects such as the “Fair Trade Shop” and more recently the Ref-
ugee Center’s resettlement program. The moment that the Rwanda grandmother, Rachael extended both hands to me, another 
family became a part of my life. I am a firm believer in predestination—that’s how I got here-- to serve people in the community. 

About 20 years ago Trudi Christeler and the late Wilma Lawson introduced me to go swimming at the Rome YWCA three days a 
week to keep in shape. In recent years I continue this trip only if I feel up to the task and weather permits. The exercise helps me 
the rest of the day. 

Five years ago, I moved to the Wedgewood Apartments in New Hartford where there are many advantages for someone my age. 
It has been a good decision for me and room for a relative to come visit. 
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REV. JOANNA BENSKIN: HELLO, CLINTON AREA MINISTERIUM FRIENDS!
I'd like to invite you and your community members to join us for a fun fellowship event at St. James'--learning to play 
the game Dungeons & Dragons! Learn to play the game Dungeons & Dragons at St. James' Episcopal Church in Clin-
ton. We have two date options: Friday September 13 or 20 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Both new and experienced players are 
welcome!  We'll have tables for adults & youth to learn Dungeons & Dragons and (on the 20th) a table for kids 6+ to 
learn a simplified game. We'll have snacks to share; feel free to bring more if you'd like. We will have everything you 
need to learn the game--no equipment or previous knowledge is needed, just a sense of curiosity and play! This event is 
part of explorations for D&D in the Diocese, a new tabletop gaming ministry in the Episcopal Diocese of Central New 
York. Contact St. James' priest Joanna Benskin with questions about this event or diocesan Program Coordinator Adam 
Eichelberger with questions about the ministry. 

 



 

 

 

To see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 

  

    Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

     Cell: 315-723-7420 
     Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

     Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                      Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

                 Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                           Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

                 Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                   Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

                 Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

                 www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

                 www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

                                     

                                        Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. in person, streamed & recorded on Facebook Live 

                                                                Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. weekdays 

Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Midge Bakos, Bev Miller, Don-

na Goodfriend & Mary Chamberlain and who 

have folded, taped and labeled this issue of The 

Corner Stone just for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the October news-
letter is Thursday, September 19th. 
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