Sy The Corner Stone
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The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ,
engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow
as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.

JULY/AUG 2024

Summer Worship ~ 9:30 a.m.

July 7, 2024 — The Lord’s Supper
Pastor Scott Leonard preaching

July 14, 2024 — 8" Sunday after Pentecost
Pastor Scott Leonard preaching

July 21, 2024 — 9™ Sunday after Pentecost
The Rev. Sam Pendergrast preaching

July 28. 2024 — 10" Sunday after Pentecost
Dr. G. Roberts Kolb preaching

August 4, 2024 — 11" Sunday after Pentecost — The Lord’s Supper
Pastor Scott Leonard preaching

August 11, 2024 — 12" Sunday after Pentecost
Dr. G. Roberts Kolb preaching

August 18. 2024 — 13" Sunday after Pentecost
Dr. G. Roberts Kolb preaching

August 25, 2024 — 14" Sunday after Pentecost
Dr. G. Roberts Kolb preaching

Clinton

rea
Ministerium

September 1, 2024 — Labor Day Weekend
Ecumenical Service on the Village Green
(Bring a lawn chair (or two)!

i
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(Regular 10:30 a.m. worship at Stone resumes on September 8th with celebration of the Lord’s Supper)
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THE PASTOR'’S

Roll out those lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer.

What adult does not have at least a slight bit of envy at kids getting the summer off?
While the question is rhetorical, one not so tongue-in-cheek answer is “school
teachers” (of which my wife was one)!
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Though I have not yet retired from my day job, I do plan to take a fair amount of
vacation this summer. Fortunately, for my pastoral job I/we are blessed to have our
own Rob Kolb fill in for me as he has done on numerous occasions, particularly during
the summers.

Our younger daughter Stephanie and her husband and two girls from the Bay Area in California are coming
here at the end of June for about a week. Our other daughter, Leanne, and her husband and daughter and son
are coming in July for a week. In August Helen and I, our son Jesse and his wife and two girls and his brother
Bob with his son (the CNY crowd) are going to Ohio for a few days to visit my mother, three brothers and their
families for a mini-family gathering and to celebrate my mother’s 87" birthday. We’ll be back home on
8/18/2024 when Helen and I will celebrate our 40™ wedding anniversary! Seems like just two score years ago I
had finally got her to say “Yes” to my persistent pleas to marry me.

A week later at the end of August, Stephanie is presenting at a conference in Berlin, Germany (specifically, the
2024 International Society for Pharmacoepidemiology (ISPE) Annual Meeting—sounds impressive to me!) and
Helen and I are going to join her (not at the conference, though). After spending some time in Berlin, then all
of us are going about 630 km southeast to Heidelberg for a few days and check out two 18" century ancestral
roots of ours not too far from there. In turns out, Helen and I have only about 100 km between a set of our
ancestors who were the first to immigrate to America!

Now I tend to be task-driven—shoulder to the wheel, hand on the helm, eye on the ball, nose to the grindstone,
ear to the ground, trying to keep my foot out of my mouth. And I am deeply troubled by fissures in our society
and sometimes seeming futility to address them. But as Betty Williams, who’s hard work as a Northern Ireland
peace activist was rewarded with a co-laureate of the 1976 Nobel Peace Prize, once said, “When all else fails,
take a vacation.”

And while Jesus never took a vacation in our sense of the word, from time to time he did go off away from the
crowds to recharge his batteries (though the people still tended to find him regardless). And while I don’t need
to recharge my batteries per se, since I enjoy what I do, I do want to spend time with my family, particularly the
grandchildren, who are still at the age of wanting to play with Grandpa rather than just humor him.

And I look forward to celebrating four decades of true marital bliss. When we started I naively had little idea
how rare such a thing was and how truly (and undeservedly) blessed I was. And how fortuitous it was that
Stephanie was going to Germany so we could make that our celebratory event. I spent a summer in
Luxombourg and Germany in college (which got me my second year of German) and then was in Berlin on
business in 1998, so I am looking forward to returning and am now brushing up on my German with the
Pimsleur app (trying to re-teach an old dog, old tricks).

But even in this Ordinary Time (liturgically speaking) we still celebrate and marvel at the extraordinary gift of
God’s grace. And while we may take time off from our regular tasks, as followers of Christ, we don’t take time
off from living our lives with the Spirit of God in us. So whether we are at work or play, people see us living
out our faith in our everyday lives and helping them in their everyday lives. And by being Christ-centered, we
also keep ourselves centered through good times and bad, knowing that God is always with us. As Helen
Keller said, “Keep your face to the sun and you will never see the shadows.”

Shalom,

rtt
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Historical Period Revisited---A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past

A BRIEF REVIEW—HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR CHURCH PAST and PRESENT

After the arrival of the first eight families in March of 1787, other families moved in from Connecticut and
Massachusetts making a total of 20 families by October. The forefathers tell of how warmly the newcomers were
welcomed and were treated kindly by nearby neighbors. They helped each other in felling trees, cutting them in-
to suitable lengths, stripping the bark, piling the logs and covering the roofs. A new community had begun and
grew rapidly.

In 1791 Rev. Jonathan Edwards Jr. came to establish the three churches, namely New Hartford on August
27" and Clinton and Paris on August 29", This year we will be 233 years old. He brought documents such as the
Confession of Faith and the Covenant. They officially established their Society of Clinton after electing the fol-
lowing men for the Board of Trustees: Moses Foote, Ebenezer Butler, Eli Bristol, Samuel Tuttle, Hannaniah El-
lenwood and Ebenezer Seelye. The document was signed and sealed at Clinton in the Town of Whitestown (later
reformed as Town of Kirkland in 1827) by Ebenezer Butler, Stephen Willard, Erastus Clark and Sewall Hopkins
on September 26, 1791.

The folks were happy to sign the documents that Dr. Edwards presented. Thus the
church was organized in 1791 with thirty members and the Congregational form of gov-
ernment. The need for a regular place of worship spurred them on to build a log cabin of
moderate size in 1792. In the year 1796, the log cabin was torn down with the congrega-
tion numbering 60 members. Thus the “Old White Meeting House” was built, standing on
a knoll some ten to twelve feet higher than the present level of the park. How was the
Meeting House heated in cold weather? For several years, it was not heated at all. “In
those good old times,” says Dr. Gridley, “the meeting house was warmed in winter by
nothing save the fire of devotion and the small foot stoves allowed to some of the tender
sex. When the air was keen one could see little columns of breath rising all over the
church from the lips of the worshipers.”

Note: Richard Williams wrote an article in the June 2024 Rome Daily Sentinel about * : - '
our church being Clinton’s oldest church congregation, which was brought to my attention by Mary Chamberlain

and we will leave a copy on the display cabinet for anyone interested to find out more about that early church
“On The Green”.

I’'m moving on to Decoration Day (that is, Memorial Day, May 27, 2024) at “The Old Burying Ground”. It
was quite a well attended event to dedicate that beautiful new Revolutionary War Veteran sign and finally a
headstone for Capt. Eleazer House. Joanne Giles and Mike Revenaugh worked hours on the history as well as
researching soldier’s names that needed to be added to the list. We appreciate the Girl Scouts, CHS band, Mayor
Elizabeth Tantillo, Maureen Bosco, (President of Clinton Historical Society) Pastor Scott Leonard, and Town
Historian, Dick Williams, who gave a brief history on Capt. Eleazer House-- all took part in the ceremony.
Thanks go again to the gentleman across the street who loves to bake goodies for the event.

Growing out of this event, a third grade and a ninth grade class went to Burial Grounds to learn some history
on the Revolutionary War by studying the new sign.

Midge Bakos
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JULY/AUGUST 2023 MISSION

Different but the Same

Summer sunshine and warmth ushers in changes in the church and in the congregation. Perhaps the biggest
change is that once the calendar says July our church services start at 9:30 AM. Now that’s a meaningful
difference!! There are other differences too. During July and August, Rob Kolb will generally not be up-
stairs with the organ, but will be downstairs leading our worship services. The style of worship is different
but the strength of the messages is unchanged. We lack a choir in the summer but we still have wonderful
music. Truly the differences are not anything but surface variations. Well, there are exceptions. Sometime
during the summer, we will be having a new roof installed. On second thought, while that may seem like a
major difference, actually it will be a major surface variation.

More subtle summer changes include the congregation changing to “summer attendance” as the norm, dis-
carding dressing in “church clothes ” for wearing more casual attire, and more conversations centering on
catching up on where people have been and what they have done. We tend to not be as focused on specific
issues that we maybe could lend a hand to solving. Yes, we still realize there are multitudes of problems,
disasters, injustices both close-by and far away, but, well it is summer, and we’ll think about them later.
And that really is all right to a point.

When dealing with Gordian problems, the value of a bit of distance from or a little less responsibility for
often brings both a sigh of relief and a new approach. Regarding responsibilities to God, during the sum-
mer, our prayers may be shorter and our willingness to become better may be more fleeting. We might find
ourselves thinking and saying, “God, I have become aware of this and, yes I am willing to see if I can figure
a way to make changes, but right now, I am just going to acknowledge its existence and 1’1l get back to it.”
Hopefully, this is not the way we generally deal with challenges, but somehow the fact it is summer makes
the difference seem okay for this short while.

So, why is this Mission article titled “Different but the Same”? Does it really matter what’s different and
what is the same? It doesn’t matter if our sincerity and commitment as God’s disciples and our gratitude
for the many blessings bestowed upon us is the same regardless of what we are or aren’t doing. What’s dif-
ferent is that individually this is the time when we can embrace not having to commit to doing something.
With less commitment and busyness we actually might find something we really want to work on fixing or
have a really really different way of looking at an issue, but for now the issue and we will wait. Waiting is
different. But constructive waiting and thinking without actually starting something, is okay. It’s part of the
way Summer works.

Hopefully, during July and August, we’ll each take the time to really think. And hopefully we’ll each be
listening to God’s presence in our lives. And, just maybe, many of us will return in the fall with an idea to
develop or a notion to share, or a story to retell. Most importantly, I hope we each enjoy the difference of
summer and are ready to return to “not different but the same” after Labor Day. Enjoy your Summer.

Mary Ann
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SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS—JUNE 17TH, 2024

e A request from Emily Hughes was made on how best to use the historical archives. The Session VOTED to put in
official guidelines for use of the archives room. A committee will be put together for further discussion.

e For the LGBTQ sponsorship at NYS Fair 2024—The Session VOTED to give them $75.

e Robert John Willson’s memorial service will be held on July 6, 2024 at 10:00 am.

e The Kirkland Town Library decided not to use the church to store their books due to the lack of space.
o Summer worship will start at 9:30 am July 7™

e Scott Leonard will not be here for the Ecumenical Labor Day Service, but the Clinton Area Ministerium will cover
for him!

e Scott Leonard received a thank you card and pictures for the prayer he gave at the headstone dedication on Memorial
Day 5/27/24 at the Old Burial Ground for the Revolutionary War Veteran Eleazor House.

e Treasurer Chris Menard reported that all accounts are balanced. There was a discussion about Ceil Gilbert who does
the audit each year that someone should be trained to do it because even though she enjoys doing it, she will soon be
89 this year and could use some help. Auditing is quite a thorough job.

e The Property committee reported that Kenny Mosher will be coming at the end of July. Dwight Dibble will meet to
repair a beam before they start on the roof. John Menard had also put in the air conditioner in the Office Manager’s
office and finds that the church will probably needs a new one for next year.

e Donna Goodfriend from “The Worship, Education & Program” reports that communion was served three Sundays by
Pastor Scott Leonard. He was assisted on different Sundays by Mary Chamberlain, Barb Greene, Bev Miller and Deb
Lapoint. The liturgist for June is Wendy Suskiewich. Pulpit supply is set up for the summer and the fall.

e Mary Ann Stiefvater reports that we held the Sacred Sites gathering and it was a big success. On June 23, 2024 there
will be a Lunch and Learn with Kathleen DeLacy from the Refugee Center about those that are waiting to be Refu-
gees and services that they offer. A reminder that Stewardship will start the weekend after Columbus Day to run for
3 weeks followed by a luncheon on the last Sunday.

e The Fair Trade Shop sales in the park last Thursday took in $1,002—sales are up 4% from last year, reports Mary
Chamberlain.

e Donna Goodfriend reported from the Presbytery meeting in May that membership had gone down but “friends” have
been going up. The Presbytery suggested to talk with our “friends” to see if they would like to become members.




The Corner Stone Page 6

HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST: On the bulletin board there is a list of HOPE HOUSE
VOLUNTEER NEEDS. If you are interested in helping out Hope House in any capacity, please check out
this list. The contact information is provided there.

COUNTRY PANTRY: Yeah for summer vacation! That means school will be out and children will
miss their free meals at school. To help the children, please bring kid friendly food items such as cereal,

P&J, mac & cheese, crackers, snacks, pudding cups, juice, etc. A sincere thank you from Mary and her
volunteers.

THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE: Summer is here! Time to enjoy gatherings of all sorts,
including weddings, showers, engagement, birthday, anniversary parties, and more. If you are looking for a
unique, one-of-a-kind gift, look no further than our Fair Trade Shop, Stone Presbyterian
B Church, 8 So. Park Row, Clinton. An intricate depiction of a loving embrace, our Eternal
(ﬁ Love Sculpture is a solid stone statue that will last as long as your love. Hand-

0 carved kisii, found only in Kenya, is a soft soapstone, easy to carve into many
g - forms. Its satiny finish is achieved through multiple stages of sanding, followed
( "W by waxing. Shadowy blues, purples and blacks swirl around this handsome
Ancient Beauty Bud Vase from the West Bank. Recycled bottles are smashed into
@ pieces and melted in high temperature ovens. In Phoenician glass blowing,
artisans add substance to the molten glass, creating a range of colors within each
piece. Each piece has its own unique blend of color and pattern. These and MANY, MANY
MORE uniquely handcrafted gift items from 38 different countries can be found in our FAIR
TRADE SHOP, every Thursday, 10AM TO 4PM, SECOND SATURDAYS, AND EVERY
THURSDAY AT THE FARMER’S MARKET ON THE VILLAGE GREEN IN CLINTON DURING
THE SUMMER MONTHS. Purchasing Fair Trade items ensures artisans and small farmers fair wages and
healthy working conditions, providing dignity, sustainable development and hope for marginalized people.
LET US BE YOUR GO-TO GIFT SHOP! Visit us at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or
www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe.

THE WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION: A HUGE thank you to EVERYONE who helped out in
ANY way with our bread sale on Saturday, June 22™, 2024. We made $540 and survived some inclement

weather. We sold everything except one blueberry muffin. We are looking forward to our Annual Harvest
Pie Sale in the Fall.
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DEACONS CORNER—JULY/AUGUST 2024

For many in our church family, summer 2024 will include opportunities to share events, reminisce and laugh
aloud with family and friends.

Rev. Robert Schuller wrote this prayer which conveys our wishes to all.

“At the beginning of a new day, Lord,
I sit in a choice seat.
I wait expectantly
for the curtains to go up and
for the drama to begin.
I will see faces of people today, Lord,
and I will see your love in their life!
Truly, Lord,
at the end of the day,
I will have been greatly moved
for I will have seen proof
of the reality of the love of God
in a human life. Amen!”
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PRAYER REQUEST

Hal Rance

Conley Roberto & Family

Cindy Chamberlain

Kristin

John & Mary Ann Stiefvater

Ruth Hughes
Phil Conley
Edith Rubin
Kristina
Kathy

{l_\

Mike Brittan & Family

Ralph Sherman
Erik Jones

Grace & Frank Whittemore
Emily Massi & Family

The LaFont Family

Patsy Glista & Family

Andrew Bering

Louise Wrate

Daniel Kolb and Family

POPPPPIPPIIIPIIPIIIIVIIIIVIIIVIPIIYYY

Y  HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!! 3
¢ July ¢
: 7-09 -05 David & Jennifer Goodfriend :
¥ 7-15-89 Tom & Ewa Lawrence L)
v August v
: 8-19-84 Scott & Helen Leonard :
@ 8-27-65 John & Mary Ann Stiefvater ™)
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JULY BIRTHDAYS

July
4 - Michele Christeler

11 - Sherry Robinson
19 - James Zuchowski
Matthew Zuchowski
20 - Jeffrey Kolb
Jessie Coe
23 - Jack Altdoerffer
26 - Trisha Harris
28 - Elizabeth Smith
29 - Hans Peter Christeler, Jr.

August

1 - Kristen Goodfriend

5 - Lauralyn Kolb
Heather Bagnall

7 - Trudi Christeler

9 - Jonathan LaFont

11 - Susan Forbes

13 - Clayton Whittemore
David Blanks

16 - David Forbes

19 - Lora Schilder

21 - Germaine Gogel

22 - Rob Kolb

23 - Barabara Greene

24 - Linda Rance
Debbie Zuchowski

25 - Richard Raitt
John Menard
Caitlyn Copfer

26 - Joe Pavlot
Ken Coe

27 - Pam Blanks

29 - Sarah Machold

i
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY, TRUDI CHRISTLER!

Trudi will be 100 on August 7th! If you wish to send her a card
(which she would love), her address is:

222 Homewood Dr
Clinton, NY 13323

PLEASE KEEP THE DEACONS IN MIND on the first Sunday of each month. All of

the loose money collected on those Sundays will go to support the ministry of the Deacons.

r e a
(% %.LI
Deacon Ministry

WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA! Please note that per capita payments for the New Year
are now being readily accepted!!! The 2024 per capita charge this year is $45.00 per member, the same as
last year. The church is assessed this amount for each member on the membership roll. The per capita is
the cost of our representative democracy as a church and supports the meetings and operations of the
Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending your per capita either directly to the
church office (P.O. Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your pledge envelope. It is help-
ful if you pay the per capita explicitly even if it comes from your overall financial commitment to the
church for the year. Thank you in advance for your help.

DECORATIVE SLATES are still available for a minimum of a $10 donation in the Norton Room

after worship and during the week from 9:30am to 11:30am on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.
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THE ELEAZER HOUSE DEDICATION

p'\:\\l"ﬁ\\ 1’
o a

Clinton . S/31/24

Do Ceott 3
Thant yom oo uch ﬂ/f‘_ /W’/‘/‘/L ‘/W’Q
wi e Maamoneal pﬂ//w WLM;W B >’/;/;4
L Aanfpnl P voyln wr o D o Mﬂz”" gl
L%MA@W Vo te prlemrits, dnd teant,
The TM/M [+ wro A WAMM ,my
bé,m e W/VV'M/\’/(/B o e Wl 477//’7%/./\/(12
Yo WMWVW‘” A oyt Encloed
Yasse % b oo e (e Ay
Tl vy, IL s %
/ 4 el

LUNCH AND LEARN

We had an informative lunch and learn on the July 23rd with Kathy Delancy from The Center. We were up-
dated on the refugees, migrants and asylum seekers. She also included some of the new programs they offer at
The Center. Thanks to Kathy and all who provided a delicious lunch.

Give now with

G.uelify

Stone Church has implemented a new
online giving tool called Givelify that
is also available as an app on your
smart mobile device. Check it out on
our web page.
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July

1 8
430am-1030am

Worship Service

14 15
930am-10:30 am

Worship Service

4| 2

930am - 1030 am 330pm-Spm

Worship Service-Cuest Preacher- | Hope House
Sam Penderqast

28 i
Parents' Day
930am-10:30am

Worship Service-Cuest Preacher-
Rob Kolb

16
Office Closed

4]
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Stone Presbyterian Church

July 2024 &

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

Independence Day 10am- 1030 am
Office Closed Memorial Service for Rob Willson
10am- 4 pm
Fair Tradke Shoppe
i 1l ] 13
e 10am-4pm
Fair Trade Shoppe Fair Trade Shoppe
i 8 m 2
10am- 4 pm
Fair Trade Shoppe
0 % 2% )
10am- 4 pm
Fair Trade Shoppe
3 1 . 3
10am- 4 pm
Fair Tradke Shoppe

Patents' Day

530 am - 10:30 am
Worship Service-Cuest Preacher-

Fob Kol

! §
930 am - 10:30 am

Worship Service

11 12

930 am - 10:30 am
Worship Service - Cuest Preache -
Hob Kolb

18 19

930 am - 10:30 am
Worship Service - Cuest Preache -

Rob kol
25 2
§30am-030am 330pm-5pm

Worship Service - Cugst Preacher - | Hope House
Hob Kolb

Stone Preshyterian Church
August 2024

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
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August

10am- &pm
Fair Trade Shonpe

| § 9 10
104m- 4 pm 10am-4pm
Fair Trade Shonpe Fair Trade Shoppe
1 15 16 1
Assumption of Mary
10am-4pm
Fair Trade Shoppe
2 1) 3 U
10am-4pm

Fair Trade Shogoe

28 Y 0 3

10am-4pm
Fair Trade Shonpe
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor

Cell: 315-723-7420
Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com

Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb Clerk of Session: Sherry Robinson

Office Manager: Janice LeFrois Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos
Sexton: Lee Kelso Treasurer: Christine Menard
Office: 315-853-2933 Email: stonepres@stonepres.org

www.stonepres.org www.facebook.com/stonepres
www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/

Sunday Summer Worship 9:30 a.m. from July-August in person, streamed & recorded on Facebook Live
Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. weekdays

Newsletter team: . @

Many thanks to Bev Miller, Donna Goodfriend 5 M/ Please note...

& Mary Chamberlain and who have folded, e ‘ ’ ] )

taped and labeled this issue of The Corner Stone iy The deadhr_le fo_r the issue of the September
. newsletter is Friday, August 16th.

just for you!

To see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org.



