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                                                              WORSHIP AT STONE IN WORSHIP AT STONE IN JANUARYJANUARY 
 
 
 
January 7, 2024 Epiphany Sunday & Baptism of the Lord – The Lord’s Supper 

Genesis 1:1–5  The voice of the Lord is powerful. 

Psalm 29  A vision of those who have come through persecution. 

Acts 19:1–7   We are God's children. 

Mark 1:4–11   Baptism of Jesus. 

Sermon:   “Holy What Now?” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
 

 

January 14, 2024 2nd Sunday after Epiphany   

1 Samuel 3:1–10 (11–20)  The call of Samuel. 

Psalm 139:1–6, 13–18   The Lord has searched and known us 

1 Corinthians 6:12–20   United to Lord as one spirit. 

John 1:43–51   Jesus calls Nathaniel to be a disciple.  

Sermon: “Degrees of Freedom” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
 

 

January 21, 2024 3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

Jonah 3:1–5, 10   The conversion of Nineveh. 

Psalm 62:5–12   The Lord is our rock and salvation. 

1 Corinthians 7:29–31   Live as though there will be no tomorrow. 

Mark 1:14–20   The call of the fishermen.  

Larry Beasley, ALP preaching 
 

 

January 28, 2024 4th Sunday after Epiphany  

Deuteronomy 18:15–20   The Lord will raise up a new prophet. 

Psalm 111   Praise God for his wonderful works! 

1 Corinthians 8:1–13   Eating food that's been offered to idols. 

Mark 1:21–28   Jesus exorcises an unclean spirit. 

Sermon:  “Winning Hearts and Minds” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
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Leap of Faith.  

 

What do Julius Caeser and Pope Gregory XIII have in common?  Both are responsible for us having 

leap years.  Leap years were devised to keep the calendar year in sync with the solar year, or the 

length of time it takes to complete the Earth's orbit around the sun.  Otherwise, the seasons slide a bit 

each year.  Julius with his experts came up with a leap day every four years since the solar year was 

about 365-1/4 days.  It took effect on January 1, 45 BC (not that he knew it was Before Christ). 

But the solar year is about 11 minutes shy of 365-1/4 days.  Over the centuries that added up and 

became a major religious concern for Christians as the calculation for Easter was off since the vernal equinox was sliding.  

Pope Gregory XIII with his experts tweaked the old one by saying years divisible by 400 were *not* leap years.  This reduced 

the error in the calendar to about 1 day every 3,030 years.  To make up for lost time (literally) Pope Gregory had the Julian 

calendar end on Thursday, October 4, AD (Anno Domini, i.e., “the year of our Lord”) 1582 and the next day be Friday, 

October 15, 1582, the first day of the new Gregorian calendar.  It was initially for the Catholic Church but over time was 

adopted as the civil calendar also, though Protestant countries lagged out of their suspicions of the Catholics.  For example, it 

wasn’t until 1752 when the British Empire (including us) adopted it. 

Leap years often are eventful years for me and my wife Helen:  

· I graduated from high school in Trotwood, Ohio, while Helen had son Bob here in Clinton, NY 
· I graduated from college in Ohio and moved to Clinton, NY where Helen had boy-girl twins Jesse and Leanne 
· After knowing each other for a couple of years Helen and I married at the Clinton United Methodist Church and later 

had our daughter Stephanie 
· My and Helen’s fathers died within months of each other but also three of our seven grandchildren were born. 
· In addition, these were also years for the Olympic Games (the Winter Games breaking off after 1992) and U.S. 

Presidential elections, which were noteworthy in themselves.  And, of course, COVID-19 pandemic took off in 2020 
· Note, 2000 was a once in a millennium year but not a leap year (per the Gregorian algorithm) 

Of course, many other notable events occurred outside leap years, including marriages of our children, the birth of our other 

grandchildren, loss/gain of jobs, and deaths of other loved ones.   

So what does all of this have to say about leap year 2024?  Nothing, really.  After 11 Olympiads (as the time between the 

Olympics are called) I may retire from my full-time day job, so I can focus on other things in life.  We also have a Presidential 

election that seems to become ever more consequential with each cycle.  But these just happen to be occurring.  Despite my 

interest in time (as you may have noticed over the years), it is all manmade (we never gave women a chance to be heard).  

Next year in Hebrew it will be 5784, in traditional Chinese 4721, for Buddhists 2568.  They are all just numbers for our 

convenience.  God’s time works differently. 

The New Testament speaks about two kinds of time in Greek, chronus and kairos.  Chronus, which occurs 54 times, is 

quantative, sequential time and refers to specific amount of time, such as a day or an hour.  Our words chronometer and 

chronology come from it.  Kairos, which occurs 86 times, is qualitative, opportune time, such as a moment or a season.  It is 

used as the appointed time in the purpose of God.  That is, the time when God acts.  As we celebrate in January the Epiphany 

(the manifestation of Christ to Gentiles, represented by the Magi,) and the baptism of Jesus for his mission, we do wonder at 

what chronological time he will return, but sometimes let that distract us from being in this kairos appointed time of God, the 

time where Christ is in the world and the Spirit in our hearts, time where we spread the love of God to all people, particular 

those on the margins, through actions as manifestation of our words. 

As Jesus proclaims at the beginning of his ministry in Mark 1:15, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come 

near; repent, and believe in the good news.”   

Happy and Blessed New Year! 
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Historical Period Revisited---A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 

 

      AN UPDATE ON THE CENTER FAMILY 

 

 Our first lunch and learn for 2023 was held on February l9th after worship.  We had a conversation with The 

Center held in the Norton Room for lunch and conversation with Kathleen DeLacy and Miguel Riascos who repre-

sented The Center. 

 Miguel discussed The Co-Sponsorship Program under which exist a variety of programs for working with volun-

teer groups. In The Center’s terminology, “Co-Sponsors walk alongside and support a refugee family for 3, 6 or 12 

months…by serving as community guides and friends. There is a skills assessment program and mandatory train-

ing for volunteers and a background check.  

Those willing were to sign up on February 6th for a truly wonderful opportunity! Packets of information would be 

available on that date. 

By May’s issue of the Cornerstone there were 8 members /friends from this congregation- (Lauralyn Kolb, Pat Jo-

seph, Emily Hughes, Mary Jane Johnson, Barb Green, Helen Leonard, Trish Harris & Donna Goodfriend) that 

have been working with The Center to furnish and set up an apartment. The family had been living in a refugee 

camp in Rwanda for over 25 years and finally arrived April 19th. The family includes a grandmother, mother, a 4-

year-old daughter & a two-year-old son, and a daughter on the way in mid-January. 

The Fair Trade Shoppe donated the $1,000 as part of our co-sponsorship. In mid-April, 6 volunteers met at the 

apartment to spend time cleaning and setting things up. We felt that we were able to prepare a very well-stocked 

and welcoming apartment for the family.  

The Rwandan language is difficult and the culture from that country is very different which made things hard for 

us. Now with the help of several wonderful translators; the introduction of a computer program to teach English 

and an outstanding caseworker, our family is adjusting much better—quite an improvement. In fact, the little girl is 

now ready for school with the progress she has made. With the skills of our volunteer members such as nursing 

and tedious government paper work, the volunteers find it somewhat easier for all the members of the family to 

keep doctor’s appointments, X-rays, vaccinations, etc. Other volunteers find it rewarding to take the mother shop-

ping and use her phone that has a Google Translate app to help her translate English into Rwandan language, 

which is not always accurate. However, it is a help. Now shopping has become easier for the younger volunteers.  

Because the family lives in East Utica, they have the opportunity to attend “The Seventh Day Universal Adventist 

Church” if they wish.  Their Pastor Jose Nico is very capable at leading like refugees with similar backgrounds to 

find fellowship with one another than for them to walk into a strange church to communicate—a nice place to get 

acquainted. The pastor of Westminster Church gave Emily the suggestion to call Pastor Nico to help with this fam-

ily. Pastor Nico got Pastor Claude who had an excellent time with the grandmother who had not spoken a word of 

English when she first came. Little by little the family is becoming used to some of our ways.  

The committee listed above has helped bring about this change in so many different ways with the guiding help of 

the caseworkers and leaders of The Center–a learning experience for both the volunteers as well as the family.       
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MISSION – JANUARY 2024                                   

 

While annual reports are written and printed during January, besides exclaiming over the work involved in 

remembering and noting events during the past whole year, I always categorize these reports as a record of what we 

have accomplished, not as an award for how wonderful we are.  So, now when I am writing this before starting an 

annual report, in fact before Christmas, I am trying to envision all the good things we can do weeks from now as we 

live through the winter and early spring of a new year. The possibilities truly are endless.  Personally, I am glad to 

move on to a new year. I truly enjoy change and challenge. More importantly, I love the generosity and open 

mindedness our congregation displays. As a church family, you are the best!!  At the base of this reflection is the 

certainty that our congregation really cares and is always vigilant about identifying a need and discussing 

possibilities. So, instead of dusting off and shaking my crystal ball to provide some suggestions, I am going to share a 

short anecdote. 

A wise woman who was traveling in the mountains found a precious stone in a stream. She tucked it in her bag and 

continued on her way. The next day she met another traveler who was hungry and the woman opened her bag to share 

her food.  While he was very hungry, he also was very greedy. The hungry traveler saw the precious stone and asked 

the woman to give it to him. She did so without hesitation.  

The traveler left, rejoicing in his good fortune because the stone was worth enough to give him security for a lifetime. 

He could get whatever food he wanted.  But a few days later, he searched for and found the woman and approached 

her to actually return the precious stone. “I’ve been thinking,” he said, “I know how valuable the stone is, but I want 

to give it back in the hope that you can give me something much more precious. Please tell me what you have within 

you that enabled you to give me the stone without hesitation. “ 

For each of you, may 2024 be filled with lovely possibilities: may there be many opportunities for us to care for 

others and to expand the ways we serve our Lord.  While it is probable that none of us possesses precious stones, it 

also is obvious that our active caring for others is a most precious thing.    

 

Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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BUDGET REVIEW– JANUARY 21ST:  As has been our practice, an informal review of the 

budget will be done after worship on January 21, 2024 in the Norton Room. The purpose is to review in some 

detail with the congregation the 2024 budget as well as how 2023 came out. Since it is the session that ap-

proves the budget, the budget is not an item of business at the congregational meeting and so will be minimally 

discussed then.  

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING – JANUARY 28TH.  The Annual Meeting 

of the Congregation of Stone Presbyterian Church will be held during worship on Sunday, January 28, 2024 in the 

sanctuary for the purposes of receiving reports, electing officers, concurring in the Session’s 2023 budget, and act-

ing on any other business that may be properly brought before the congregation. All active members in good 

standing are welcome and encouraged to vote. 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 2023:  On a damp but ice-free night we had a warm and lovely 

Christmas Eve service! Many thanks to all choir members, readers, and stewards.  Special thanks to Donna 

Goodfriend for the preparations, including the Christmas Story candle setup, Sherry Robinson for all the sup-

port throughout the service, our music director, Rob Kolb who helped with liturgy, led our beautifully sounding 

choir (in spite of a recalcitrant organ), and, who with his wife Lauralyn, once again graced us with their duet of 

“Holy Night.” A joyful way to welcome the Christ child! 
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HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST has a special request for gloves cereal & toiletries 

(especially shampoo and conditioner).  Please contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) if you have any 

questions.  

COUNTRY PANTRY:  is in need of canned fruits and vegetables for the winter months when fresh is not 

always available.  Of course, they will accept everything.  Please be sure your donated items are not outdated or 

opened. Monetary donations will be used for eggs, bread and cheese.   

Remember the 3rd Sunday is collection day at the church, however, feel free to donate anytime. 

THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  Now that the holidays are over, you may be looking for a birthday, 

anniversary or wedding gift.  We have a very large selection of gifts for any occasion!  May the pig of good 

fortune smile on you!  Our delightful terracotta Good Luck Pig is made with clay dug from the 

mountainside near the village of Pomaire, Chile.  They are given to friends as tokens of love and 

good fortune.  Give a good night’s sleep with our set of 10 handcrafted Guatemalan Worry Dolls-

release anxiety to help children and adults sleep peacefully.  These and MANY, 

MANY MORE uniquely handcrafted gift items from 38 different countries can be 

found at our FAIR TRADE SHOP, STONE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 8 SO. PARK 

ROW, CLINTON.  DURING JANUARY AND FEBRUARY, WE ARE HOLDING A 25% 

OFF SALE (some restrictions apply).  Our regular hours are 10am to 4pm every Thursday and 

SECOND SATURDAYS.  Purchasing fair trade items ensures artisans and small farmers fair 

wages and healthy working conditions, providing dignity, sustainable development and hope for 

marginalized people.  LET US BE YOUR GO-TO GIFT SHOP!  Visit us at https://

buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe 

WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  Please note that per capita payments for the New Year are now 

being readily accepted!!! The 2024 per capita charge this year is $45.00 per member, the same as last year.  The 

church is assessed this amount for each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the cost of our repre-

sentative democracy as a church and supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, Synod and General 

Assembly. Please consider sending your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. Box 33, Clinton, NY 

13323) or enclosing it in with your pledge envelope. It is helpful if you pay the per capita explicitly even if  it 

comes from your overall financial commitment to the church for the year.  Thank you in advance for your help. 
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SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS—DECEMBER 11, 2023  

 

• The Session VOTED to have the annual Congregational Meeting January 28, 2024 and to have our annual 
informal budget review after worship on January 21, 2024. 

• The Capital funds account continues to rise with continued contributions and we have deposited $8,000 
from the Sacred Sites grant. 

• The General fund received $230 for the Hope Collection and $319 for the Peace Making Offering. 

• Discussed a corporate credit card for the deacons requiring someone’s name such as Chris Menard and after 
discussing it with the deacons the session VOTED to approve the deacons having a corporate credit in the 
Chris Menard’s name, if the way be clear. 

• Budget and Finance with Chris Menard presenting a 2024 budget which the session VOTED for. Chris 
Menard also presented the annual budget to the Presbytery of Utica of $1,000 which was also VOTED for. 

• Property Committee reported that the roof replacement continues to bring in money from all quarters.  An 
article from the Sacred Sites will be in the local newspapers soon.  

• Dwight Dibble will repair some beams in January. 

• Pete Goodfriend conducted AED (Automatic External Defibrillator) training 11/29/23 for 6 of us. At his 
suggestion, John Stiefvater will arrange a tour for the firefighters so they know where everything is. 

• Worship Advent readers for December 24 are Emily Hughes and Helen Leonard. Need readers for Christ-
mas Eve. 

• Larry Beasley agreed to preach in January and February. Jeff McArn agreed to preach in March. 

•  Elders nominated – Wendy Suskiewich.  John and Mary Ann Stiefvater.  

• Deacons nominated – Deb Lapoint & Helen Leonard 

•  Presbytery Meeting was held Tues. Nov. 14, 2023 with Donna Goodfriend and Pat Joseph attending and 
met in the former Whitesboro church building and it is going well. The three presbyteries continue to be in dis-
cussion about their future.   

•   The Building Fair Trade Shoppe made about $33,000 and so far $760 collected for Midge’s book.  Fair 
Trade needs to decide where their profit will be given.    

DECORATIVE SLATES are still available for 

a minimum of a $10 donation in the Norton Room after 
worship and during the week from 9:30am to 11:30am on 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.   
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS PRAYER REQUEST 

 

John & Mary Ann Stiefvater 

Ruth Hughes 

Phil Conley 

Edith Rubin 

Kristina 

Kathy 

Mike Brittan & Family 

Ralph Sherman 

Larry Beasley 

Erik Jones 

Grace & Frank Whittemore 

Mary Chamberlain & Family 

Emily Massi & Family 

Linda & Hal Rance 

The LaFont Family 

Patsy Glista & Family 

Trish Harris & Family 

Andrew Bering 

1 - Frank Milana 

5 - Cynthia Crossley 

12 - Mark Harrington 

14 - Cole Cushman 

17 - Frank Whittemore 

21 -   Kurt Whittemore 

22 - John Stiefvater 

28 - Alizah Fletcher 

PLEASE KEEP THE DEACONS IN MIND  
on the first Sunday of each month. All of the loose money 

collected on those Sundays will go to support the ministry of 

the Deacons. 

A huge THANK YOU to the following people who volunteered at 

Hope House during 2023.  Your help was much appreciated.  And also 

thanks to those who made monetary and other kinds of donations. 

Anne Dunn 

Gerry Gogel 

Donna Goodfriend 

Barb Greene 

Judy LaGasse 

Bev Miller 

Leslie North 

Lora Schilder 

Nancy Smith 

To all my church family for the gift card 
& beautiful gift basket full of yummy 
goodies. I am so grateful for having all of 
you in my life.  Happy New Year! 

Gerry and Nancy Platz sent a Christmas note thank-

ing the church for sending them the book “A View 

From The Steeple”  They really appreciated what was 

said about them during his service to our church. 
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LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE  

Wednesday, December 21, 2023 

We had a lovely ecumenical Longest Night Service last night hosted by Stone Church and 

sponsored the Clinton Area Ministerium. We did not have a lot in attendance, but know-

ing those people it meant a lot to them.  Thanks to Stone Church’s deacons for the cornu-

copia of refreshments!  Thanks to Patricia Jue from St. James for once again supplying 

the candles and set up!  It really made for a lovely service. And thanks to those who participated in the service: 

the Rev. Abel Roy (Clinton United Methodist Church), the Rev. Joanna Benskin (St. James Episcopal Church), 

the Rev. Janet Griffiths (LutheranCare), and Pastor Scott Leonard (Stone Presbyterian Church). 
 

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  A BIG thank you to everyone who bought, wrapped and delivered gifts 

for our Christmas family that we adopted through the Neighborhood Center.  They were much appreciated!   
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     A VIEW FROM THE STEEPLE 

Midge Bakos’ book, A View from the Steeple, is available at The Fair Trade Shoppe, Near-
ly Local and at the Clinton Historical Society.  Its availability and the public’s knowledge 
of its existence is partly because of the tenacity and efforts of Sarah Miller, Christine 
Menard, Ceil Gilbert and the Fair Trade Shoppe staff, all of whom have played significant 
roles in making sure people will be aware of this great book about the people, history and 
events that have shaped the Village of Clinton, Stone Church and Hamilton College.  And 
of course, without Midge’s research and wonderful ability to capture personalities and to 
isolate significant moments of the last 200 plus years, there would not be A View from the 
Steeple. 

The Fair Trade Shoppe is open every Thursday and  the second Sturday of the month.  Additionally, copies 
will be available at the Stone Church office as Janice LeFrois, our church office Manager’s schedule allows.   
Requests for copies can also be made by calling (315-853-2933) or emailing the Church office 
(stonechurch@stonechurch.org).   

EARLY PLEDGES WANTED & APPRECIATED. 
Because of heating bills, cash flow is more of a problem for our church in the winter months (January 
through April) than summer months, even during a relatively warm winter. Session is asking folks to 
consider giving more of their pledge upfront, if possible. And don’t worry—we will keep good track of 
what you have paid towards your pledge! 
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 DEACONS CORNER 
 

                                                            Schedules 

 
Whether you use a pocket calendar or an app on your phone, ENTRIES have begun! 

 

At worship service on October 1, 2023 we sang a hymn with words written by Dennis Dewey, our pastor from  2007—

2015. 

The second stanza spoke to me because of the work we do at Stone Church.  In the most challenging of times in our world, 

singing PRAISES to God uplifts spirits. 

                                                      

                                                              HAVE THIS MIND AMONG YOU 

                                                          “If you are encouraged by gracious Lord, 

                                                               If love be incentive, hear this word. 

                                                             Be of the same mind, humble and low. 

                                                            Caring for the world that God loves so.” 

 

A single word entry on any given day in 2024:  PRAISE, PRESENCE, PATIENCE, JOY...may fulfill a 2024 resolution or 

intention.  Will you keep track and follow up with a list for us in December 2024? 

  



 

 

 

To see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 

  

    Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

     Cell: 315-723-7420 
     Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

     Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                    Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

                Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                           Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

                Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                   Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

                Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

                www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

                www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

                                         Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. in person, streamed & recorded on Facebook Live 

                                                                 Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. weekdays 

Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Midge Bakos, Bev Miller, Barb 

Greene & Donna Goodfriend and who have fold-

ed, taped and labeled this issue of The Corner 

Stone just for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the February  
newsletter is Friday, January 19th. 
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