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                                                                                    Worship at Stone in DecemberWorship at Stone in December   

  

December 3, 2023 December 3, 2023 ––  First Sunday of Advent (The LordFirst Sunday of Advent (The Lord’’s Supper) s Supper) ––  HOPE HOPE ––  The LordThe Lord’’s Supper s Supper   

Isaiah 64:1–9   A plea for God's mercy. 

Psalm 80:1–7, 17–19   A plea for God to restore us. 

1 Corinthians 1:3–9   God gives spiritual gifts that we might be blameless. 

Mark 13:24–37   Signs of the end of the age.   

Sermon:  “Glimmer of Hope” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 

 

December 10, 2023 December 10, 2023 ––  Second Sunday of Advent Second Sunday of Advent ––  PEACEPEACE  

Isaiah 40:1–11   Comfort my people. 

Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13   The Lord will give what is good. 

2 Peter 3:8–15a   A thousand years are as a day to God. 

Mark 1:1–8   John the Baptist appears. 

Sermon:  “Peace Offering” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 

 

December 17, 2023 December 17, 2023 ––  Third Sunday of Advent Third Sunday of Advent ––  JOY JOY   

Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11   This is the year of God’s favor. 

Psalm 126    The people’s hope is in the coming joy. 

1 Thessalonians 5:16–24   Rejoice always and pray constantly. 

Luke 1:46b–55   Mary sings a joyful song. 

Message:  “Sharing People’s Christmas Stories” – Donna Goodfriend  

  

Thursday, December 21, 2023, 6:00 p.m. Thursday, December 21, 2023, 6:00 p.m. ––  Longest Night Ecumenical Service (at Stone Church)  Longest Night Ecumenical Service (at Stone Church)    

This is a special service of prayer, silence, candlelight designed especially for those for those experienc-

ing grief, loss or hardship during the holiday season. This service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, 

remember, and comfort. 

  

December 24, 2023 December 24, 2023 ––  Fourth Sunday of Advent Fourth Sunday of Advent ––  LOVELOVE  

2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16   The house of David will be forever. 

Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26   God will be steadfast with the house of David. 

Romans 16:25–27   Jesus Christ revealed to the Gentiles. 

Luke 1:26-38   The Annunciation of Mary. 

Sermon:  “Labor of Love” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 

 

Sunday, December 24, 2017, 7:00 p.m. Sunday, December 24, 2017, 7:00 p.m. ––  Christmas Eve (The LordChristmas Eve (The Lord’’s Supper)s Supper)  

The story, the music, the joy: This is the Christmas Eve Service that celebrates the Christ Child, the 

coming of the Light of the World. Invite a friend to join us for the wonder of this worship! 

 

December 31, 2017 December 31, 2017 ––  First Sunday after Christmas DayFirst Sunday after Christmas Day  

We worship with lessons and carols to celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world.  
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Adventure Awaits.  
 
 
 
“To come.”  That is the literal etymological root meaning in Latin of the word 
“advent.”  In our liturgical/church calendar we start the year with the season of Advent, 
which begins on the fourth Sunday before Christmas (this year falling on December 
3rd), and ends on Christmas Eve (December 24th).  It is not known when the practice of 
Advent began, but was certainly in existence from about 480, though it has evolved 
over the centuries and traditions vary among the different churches and faiths. 
 
For Western Christians, Advent signifies preparation for a threefold coming of Christ: firstly, in the 
Incarnation at Bethlehem (“Christ has come”), then in a perpetual sacramental presence at the Lord’s 
Supper (“Christ is risen”), and thirdly at his Second Coming and final judgement (“Christ will come 
again.”).   
 
One way we practice preparation is through an Advent wreath, which originated among German 
Lutherans in the 16th century (not unlike our Christmas tree). However, it was not until three centuries 
later that the modern Advent wreath took shape as we use it today in our Advent worship services. 
 
As the Catholic Doors Ministry best describe it: 

The Circle of the Wreath: God Himself, His eternity and His endless mercy, without beginning, nor 
end. 

The Green of the Wreath: Our hope of newness, renewal and eternal life. 
Light of the Candles: The Light of God that came into the world through Christ to bring newness, 

life and hope. 
Lighting the Candles: The progressive departure of darkness from the world as the more and more 

light is shed through the candles. 
Four Candles: The four weeks of Advent, representing the four centuries between the time of the 

Prophet Malachi and the birth of Christ. 
Three Purple (or dark blue) Candles: A period of waiting, expectation and preparation. 
The First Candle: A time of expectation and hope. 
The Second Candle: The peace that is to come. 
The Pink (or Rose) Candle for the Third Week: It symbolizes joy for the promise is almost 

fulfilled. 
The Fourth Candle: The love of God for mankind. 

The Fifth White Candle. Called the “Center Candle”, it is lit on Christmas Eve or Day to display that 
the light of Christ has come into the world in fulfillment of the prophecies. 

 
As we prepare for this “coming” or “arrival”, we do so with eagerness and excitement.  We do so as an 
adventure, which, though the word has evolved differently over the centuries, shares the same 
etymological root as Advent.  And as adventure, Advent is something that we take part in; it is not a 
passive activity.  The Advent candlelight reminds us that Jesus is the Light of the World who comes 
into the darkness of our lives to bring newness, life, and hope. It reminds us that we are called to be a 
light to the world as we reflect God’s grace to others.  As the candles are lit over the four-week period, 
the darkness of fear and hopelessness recedes and the shadows of sin fall away as more and more light 
enters the world until the Christ Candle is lit and we rejoice that the Light has come into the world—the 
promise of long ago has been realized! 

Joyous Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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Historical Period Revisited---A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 

 

After four years of not having our famous clam chowder and chili due to the pandemic the Joseph 
family decided to have it this year but without the family style sit down supper in the dining room. 
“Pat and “Buzz’s son” was determined that he could handle the cooking with the help from his 
family. They would make the soups and sell it by using quart size containers and take them up to 
the narthex to sell along with other homemade beautiful items. By the way David’s family had 
enjoyed helping with this project for several years and were glad to pitch in. By 11:30 am we were selling soups 
to go! 

 We are in the process of earning money to replace the roof in the spring. I remember when the work on revising 
the social room into a dining room in 1991 came to a halt because at that time the original slate roof from 1878 
needed to be removed and replaced with fiberglass shingles. The slates that were in good shape were stored in 
boxes and saved. At that time Danielle Miller had started encouraging others besides herself into painting on the 
slates to sell during a craft fair. As a result, I have a beautiful painting of an iris gracing my home as a piece of 
history from Stone Church.  Oh, by the way, the social room did get finished that summer to become a beautiful 
dining room where Moe Lalonde had cleverly decorated the windows with some of those slates and many vol-
unteers had completed the project headed by John Stiefvater. 

Those same boxes of slate have found their way back as an idea to again sell them designed by whatever the 
artist wishes to paint. We have had a wonderful response to this project as more artists have become interested 
in showing their talents. We have sold many after church prior to Shopper’s Stroll and are now an available sale 
in the narthex—a popular item! We have other popular and practical items and plenty of cookies.      

“A View from the Steeple”, a book written by Midge Bakos of the history of Stone Church was also available to 
add to the fund raising campaign for replacing the roof on our church during Shopper’s Stroll Day. It was quite 
an experience for me!  However, the book is available at the Fair Trade Shoppe at a cost of $19.95 plus tax 
making the total cost $21.70. Our secretary, Janice,  does have books in her office if the Fair Trade Shoppe isn’t 
open. The book is also available at the Historical Society and at a store named, “Almost Local’ on Park Row. 

At 3pm in the afternoon our organist Rob Kolb led the folks in singing Christmas carols, a 
nice way to start the season and get out of the windy cold day we were having welcomed 
by several. At 4 pm St. Mary’s choir appeared ready to perform their wonderfully present-
ed and rehearsed concert as they have done for several years. It was well attended, per-
formed and well received! At 6 pm our pastor Scott Leonard performed “A Visit from St. 
Nicholas” at the gazebo for children.  

This event takes quite a few volunteers to make it a worthwhile project but when the sales are over it usually has 
been a profitable day not only monetarily for the church but for the many artisans and small farmers from 38 
different countries to provide dignity and hope for these marginalized people from the our Fair Trade Shoppe. 
They have worked very hard and done extremely well this year thanks to the folks who attend. We’re grateful to 
you all!  
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MISSION – DECEMBER 2023                                   

In addition to being an important part of the church calendar, to me the season of Advent is more soothing than glittery, despite Christmas 
lights, tinsel and abundant decorations. This period of reflection amidst days of sensory stimulation and hyper-activity is definitely welcome. 
But what seems most special and comforting about Advent are the topics chosen for the four Advent Sundays:  HOPE, PEACE, JOY and 
LOVE. Each of these is both personally and corporally meaningful. Nevertheless, we at Stone Church remember and support each of these 
Sundays somewhat differently. 

Yes, we always start our worship with the lighting of the appropriate candle on the Advent wreath, starting with the HOPE candle on 
December 3, PEACE on December 10, JOY on December 17 and LOVE on December 24. We also will hear wisdom regarding Christ’s 
legacy of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and LOVE plus we always will have the opportunity to learn a bit about those who will benefit from our 
Advent offerings as we each carefully place our financial gifts in the Advent box. These gifts are separate from our normal offerings of 
thanks that occur within our worship service. Besides different designation, the primary difference among these Sundays is the types of 
recipients chosen to receive the Advent gifts. 

Our first Advent offering of HOPE is on December 3. We all have reasons to need hope in our lives. And the personal part of Advent for us 
is to reflect on what we hope for and God’s role in our needs for hope. On a less personal basis we devote HOPE Sunday in support of 
Utica’s Hope House, a soup kitchen devoted to providing safe shelter and a hot meal to those in need. Hope House is a non-referral agency, 
meaning anyone who walks through its doors, whether homeless or in need of stretching meager dollars, is welcomed with open arms to 
share in a meal. Visitors to Hope House come from all walks of life and are offered warm food, friendly human contact and a short-term 
comfortable and safe shelter. Referrals to any human service in order to promote self-sufficiency and improvement in the quality of life are 
also offered by Hope House. 

Our second Advent offering of PEACE on December 10 this year will most probably resonate with us all. Whether it be an intense need for 
personal peace or a respite from the endless images of the carnage in Israel and Palestine, we all crave peace. Corporally, our PEACE 
offering is in support of the Presbyterian Church USA’s Disaster Relief for the Middle East DR000081.  In creating DR000081, The 
Presbyterian Church USA has deemed this conflict the antithesis of Christian Peace with this statement by the Stated Clerk of the General 
Assembly:  

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) stands firm in its support of Palestinians and their right to live free in their land, without occupation, 
aggression, and bloodshed. We support and protect Israel’s right to exist as a free and sovereign nation. In the Confession of 67, the church 
states: 

9.45 b: The church, in its own life, is called to practice the forgiveness of enemies and to commend to the nations as practical politics the 
search for cooperation and peace. 

9.46 c: The reconciliation of humankind through Jesus Christ makes it plain that enslaving poverty in a world of abundance is an 
intolerable violation of God’s good creation. 

If you are able to support crisis response and recovery efforts in the Middle East, please donate to account DR000081. 

On December 17, our third Advent offering of JOY is personal reminder that these offerings are not an obligation to be ticked off a “to do” 
list but a joyous reminder of the importance of Christ’s birth for all types of people, all of whom we are called to offer love and service to. 
As the JOY candle in the Advent wreath is lighted, the ceremonial words and prayers seek to emphasize our relationship to REAL people, a 
relationship made concrete through the JOY offering which has been earmarked by the Presbyterian Church USA to benefit both retired and 
current church workers with urgent financial needs and also to support and offer scholarships to Presbyterian schools and colleges and their 
students.  

Our fourth Advent offering of LOVE during morning worship on December 24 has been designated for The Country Pantry. As humans, we 
crave love and as Christians we work hard to offer love to those with whom we have contact. As a Church, we support The Country Pantry 
the third Sunday of every month with suggested donations and, as needed, with volunteers who help collect, shelve, pack and distribute food 
to qualifying families. The Country Pantry is the local food bank providing foods and fresh produce to families and individuals in Clinton, 
Clark Mills and Westmoreland. The Country Pantry also provides food for holiday meals and special assistance to children through 
summertime Kids-Paks, fall school supplies and Christmas gift card programs. This special LOVE Advent offering provides The Country 
Pantry much needed additional support for providing food and necessities to individuals and families.  

This year, we actually will have a fifth December 24th offering on Christmas Eve. This is an offering with two purposes: one to honor the 
immense efforts our Refugee Co-Sponsorship team has put forth and the other to highlight and financially support Utica’s Center which is 
organized to welcome and support world-wide refugees and immigrants seeking opportunities to live with hope, peace, love and joy.  While 
not designated with one name, I think of this as the HOPE, PEACE, LOVE, JOY AND OPPORTUNITY offering since it is designated to 
benefit the Center in the services it provides to refugee families. 

Please plan to use the weeks of Advent to reflect upon both your faith and need for HOPE, PEACE, JOY and LOVE and with how these 
four words plus our relationship with a refugee family are associated with the upcoming Christmas season, within our congregation and 
within our world. Your gifts freely offered will help all remember the glorious purpose of Christ’s birth. The glitter of the season is in the 
love and care we provide for all people. 

Thank you,  Mary Ann Stiefvater                                                                                                                                                                                    
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Stone Church and The Center welcome a Refugee family from Rwanda 

 

In the early spring of 2023, Kathleen DeLacy and Miguel Riascos from Utica’s The Center,  previously known as 
The Refugee Center, joined us during a Lunch and Learn to talk about a new program designed to implement Co-
Sponsorship of refugee families sponsored through The Center. We at Stone Church  had unfocused ideas of both 
helping the Center as it settles newcomers into the Utica area and also in offering friendship and information to 
families who are trying to navigate everything new: new language, new customs, new places, new foods, and new 
opportunities.  

Miguel started us on the process of focusing our interests by discussing The Co-Sponsorship Program which is the 
umbrella under which exists the variety of programs The Center has developed for working with volunteer groups.  
This was our first meeting with Miguel who had just assumed the role of our contact as Community Sponsorship 
Coordinator for Refugee families and all involved were learning as we moved forward.  

In The Center’s terminology, “Co-Sponsors walk alongside and support a refugee family for 3, 6 or 12 months …by 
serving as community guides and friends.” While functioning under a specific legal framework, the Co-Sponsorship 
Program offers four different levels of commitment and a variety of options. Miguel repeatedly reassured us that 
whatever a person felt he or she could offer, he would work to fit within Co-Sponsorship.  As importantly, the Co-
Sponsor program included mandatory training for volunteers, a mandatory background check and a hefty financial 
commitment. Before we truly knew what The Center and God had in store for us, we were committed!  Lauralyn 
Kolb, head of the Fair Trade Shop furnished the entire commitment and Stone Church members and friends contrib-
uted additional funds which The Center also tallied as part of our total monetary contribution. In short, Stone 
Church was fully committed to co-sponsoring a refugee family!! 

Over the next few months a group of volunteers received some training to prepare them to work with a newly arriv-
ing family sponsored by The Center.  The Stone Church Group is Donna Goodfriend, Emily Hughes, Barb Green, 
Helen Leonard, Trisha Harris, Pat Joseph, Lauralyn Kolb and Mary Jane Johnson.   They purchased and gathered 
household items and children’s toys and most importantly developed positions of spokespersons that organized the 
group, kept track of thoughts, concerns, family needs and communicated with Miguel. They also worked with two 
other persons, Pavel, a social worker and Islam, a finance person from The Center plus, as necessary, various trans-
lators.  

This truly was and is a wonderful opportunity filled with multitudinous experiences that showed this was a new pro-
gram for The Center, one that we definitely didn’t completely understand and one which required a great degree of 
commitment to enable us to uphold our responsibilities.  That said, the Stone Church team has worked far far be-
yond anyone’s expectation in serving “our family” from Rwanda.  

This family consists of a mother, Masengesho, her two children, Emmanuela (4) and Morgan (2), an unborn baby 

girl due in January, and, Rachel, Masengesho’s mother.  Amidst  doctor’s appointments and pediatric health care, 

trips to the laundromat and grocery store, working with various social services agencies, figuring out how to use 

online translation programs, trying to have Emmanuela be enrolled in Head Start, going to the playground,  helping 

Masengesho acquire some facility in the English language and generally moving the family towards independence 

and integration. Stone Church volunteers have spent hundreds of hours patiently meeting this family’s needs while 

working with The Center.  Presently, the volunteers plan to continue this relationship until the new baby is born and 

comfortably home with the family. After that, the volunteers will still maintain some contact but at a much less fre-

quent level.  Over the months, the family has engaged with their church of choice, The Adventist Church, and has 

made friends with people who also provide companionship and assistance. Our unfocused idea of “offering friend-

ship and information to families who are trying to navigate everything new: new language, new customs, new plac-

es, new foods, and new opportunities” has enabled this family from Rwanda to embark on a new life in the United 

States. And this group of Stone Church volunteers has been Christ’s tireless hands on earth.  
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HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST has a special request for dinner plates and dry cereal.  

Please contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) if you have any questions.  

COUNTRY PANTRY:  The Country Pantry will be collecting foods needed for the holidays; boxed 

stuffing, boxed potatoes, cranberry sauce, vegetables, canned yams, turkey, gravy, canned veggies or whatever you 

wish to donate. Monetary donations will be used for eggs, bread and cheese. Please mark the check as “holiday 

food". 

Remember the 3rd Sunday is collection day at the church, however, feel free to donate anytime. 

THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  If anyone feels moved to support West Bank Palestinians whose 

livelihoods have been devastated, we are offering you the opportunity.  We have dishes—bowls, 

appetizer plates, dipping bowls— and olive wood nativity sets that are made in the West Bank. We 

also have olive oil and za’atar mix that are made by a group of Israeli and Palestinian women working 

together in Israel.  Our cold-pressed extra virgin olive oil is made from organic olives in Israel.  It was 

the winner of the Gold medal at the Premo Biol competition in Italy, making it one of the best organic 

extra virgin olive oils in the world!  Our traditional za’atar spice mixture is made with sea salt and can 

be used as a bread dip with olive oil, or on meats, vegetables, or hummus.  Each purchase supports a model for 

peace between Arabs and Jews. These and MANY, MANY MORE uniquely handcrafted gift items from 38 

different countries can be found at our FAIR TRADE SHOP, STONE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 8 SO. 

PARK ROW, CLINTON.  Our regular hours are 10am to 4pm every Thursday, Second Saturdays AND EVERY 

SATURDAY BETWEEN THANKSGIVING AND CHRISTMAS.  Purchasing fair trade 

items ensures artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, providing 

dignity, sustainable development and hope for marginalized people.  LET US BE YOUR GO-

TO GIFT SHOP!  Visit us at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or www.facebook.com/

buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe 

WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  Please note that per capita payments for 2023 are now being 

readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is $45.00 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 

each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the cost of our representative democracy as a church and 

supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 

your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 

pledge envelope. It is helpful if you pay the per capita explicitly even if  it comes from your overall financial com-

mitment to the church for the year.  Thank you in advance for your help. 
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     SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS—NOVEMBER 13, 2023  

• Pastor Scott Leonard reported that the Clinton Ministerium met 10/18/23 at Stone Church. The Service of Lessons and Car-
ols will be held at Hamilton College. The Longest Night Service is on Thursday, 12/21/23 at 6 pm., hosted by Stone Church 
with light refreshments afterwards. 

•  Caroline “Caz” Ullem from a small group at Hamilton College called “Soul Food” reached out to Stone Church to see if we 
could support their worship.  They are a small group that is grounded in Protestant Faith messages from all faith back-
grounds and identities and meet on Sunday nights to discuss faith--a thoughtful group founded by Rev Jeff McArn, former 
Hamilton College Chaplain.  Pastor Scott preached for them on 11/07/23 with his wife Helen Leonard attended also.  The 
students were very appreciative and look forward to having Scott come back sometime.  

•  Scott Leonard met with Boy Scout leaders who want to start a Boy Scout Venture crew and wondered if Stone Church could 
be the chartering organization. This group is an adult-supervised, youth-led co-ed program for ages 14-20. They would have 
insurance, as all units must have. Scott is willing to be the Carter Organization Representative, but would be acceptable if 
someone else wants that position. They hope to get started in Jan. 2024.  The session VOTED to approve Stone Church as 
charting organization for the Venture Crew. 

•  The treasurer’s report indicated that money is still coming in for the roof account at an average of $100 a week.  

• John Stiefvater reported that we are now hooked up with the fire department through the church’s stationary cell phone 
which is attached to our fire alarm control panel, when our fire alarm goes off, they will respond.  

• John Menard also reported that the AED training changed from October 23rd at 6:30 at fire house #1 to November 15th at 
Stone to 6:30 in the Norton Room for the AED training.  

• The worship committee’s chairman Donna Goodfriend reported that she needs candle readers and Christmas Eve service 
readers. 

• Mary Ann Stiefvater talked about the book, The View from the Steeple.  The books will be placed in the Fair Trade Shop for 
the mini bizarre during the shoppers stroll .  

• The Session VOTED that the proceeds from the sale of this book will be used for the care and maintenance of the interior 
and exterior of the Stone Church building and for the archival preservation of historical materials. 

• The Building Stone Fair Trade Shop is selling “Extra Peaceful Olive Oil and “za’ atar Mix” of spices that are made by Arab 
and Jewish women working together “crafting deep friendships and model for peace.” The shop has ordered extra of these 
products hoping to continue to spread the peace during this difficult time.  

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We will be adopting 1 or possibly 2 small families 

through the Neighborhood Center again this year.  Tags with their wants and 

needs will be on the tree December 3rd All unwrapped gifts with the tags at-

tached need to be in the church by December 17th.  We will have our wrapping 

party after church service that same day. We have plenty of wrapping paper but 

do NEED large boxes for coats, robes & blankets. The gifts need to be delivered on the 18th.  

DECORATIVE SLATES are available 

for a minimum of a $10 donation in the Norton 
Room after worship and during the week from 
9:30am to 11:30am on Monday, Wednesday, 

Thursday and Friday.   
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS PRAYER REQUEST 

Edith Rubin 

Kristina 

Kathy 

Mike Brittan & Family 

Ralph Sherman 

Larry Beasley 

Erik Jones 

Grace & Frank Whittemore 

Mary Chamberlain & Family 

Emily Massi & Family 

Linda & Hal Rance 

The LaFont Family 

Patsy Glista & Family 

Trish Harris & Family 

Andrew Bering 

Louise Wrate 

1 - Peter Goodfriend 

7 - Scott Miller 

8 - Mark Whittemore 

15 - Curt Miller 

17 - Lynn Hall 

  Tom Pavlot, Jr. 

18 - Andrew Bering 

19 - Tiffany Heintz 

21 - Matthew Fletcher  

25 - Tim LaFont 

  Mary Chamberlain 

30 - Peter Christeler  

31 - Jason Hamshar 

PLEASE KEEP THE DEACONS IN MIND  

on the first Sunday of each month. All of the loose money 

collected on those Sundays will go to support the ministry of 

the Deacons. 

YOU ARE ALL INVITED TO VISIT THE “ARCHIVE 

ROOM” AT STONE CHURCH. PLEASE CALL TO MAKE 

AN APPOINTMENT/SUBJECT INQUIRY. 

THE OFFICE # IS (315) 853-2933 

MAILING ADDRESS IS P. O. BOX 33, CLINTON, NY 

13032 

ATTENTION!! 
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STONE CHURCH’S STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 2023 

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me 

We have basically reached the end of our 2023 Stewardship campaign and remain committed to its theme “I can do all 
things through Christ who strengthens me.”  The Stone Church Session is pleased with the commitments, both financial and 
personal, made to enable Stone Church to continue to function in appreciation of the love and generosity bestowed upon us 
by a most generous and caring God. In turn we remain committed to serving Him to the limits of our abilities by extending 
love and concern to all.   As of the end of November 2023, we have $69,342.00 in pledges or patterned contributions. This 
will enable us to construct a budget that with judicious use of our invested endowment funds will support us during the 2024 
year.  A most sincere thanks to you all who support Stone Church with such generosity. 

The Session of Stone Church 

LONGEST NIGHT ECUMENICAL SERVICE  

6:00 p.m. Thursday, December 21, 2023 

Stone Presbyterian Church 

8 South Park Row, Clinton, NY 

 

On the longest night of the year (the winter solstice), the Clinton Area Ministerium is supporting a Longest Night service 

for those experiencing grief, loss or hardship during the holiday season. Dealing with the death of a loved one, facing life 

after divorce or separation, coping with the loss of a job, living with cancer, among other things can be difficult. The pain of 

loss is felt by many at this time of year and this service offers a sacred, gentle space to gather, remember, and comfort. It 

will be in-person and streamed on Facebook Live.  Afterwards we will have light refreshments. 

SHOPPERS STROLL AT STONE CHURCH 

With community participation and financing our new roof project always in mind, we at Stone Church had a won-
derful time participating in Friday’s Shopper’s Stroll activities. 

Prior to Friday, the narthex had been set up to display a marvelous assortment of painted roof 
slates, beautiful handcrafted items, jelly, pickles, copies of A View from the Steeple and a large 
assortment of colorful and delicious cookies plates plus some gingerbread men.  Best of all, the 
Joseph family of hard-working, talented cooks returned, after a four-year COVID initiated  hiatus,  
to offer quarts of their marvelous chili and clam chowder. YUM.  So many people bought one 

quart and returned later for more. 

All this “upstairs” activity was occurring while the Fair Trade Shoppe was open and buzzing with the steady traf-
fic of happy, busy shoppers. Lauralyn and her many many elves have done such a great job of choosing and dis-
playing beautiful, unique items  from all parts of our world, each chosen not only for beauty but for the benefits 
returned to the creative artisans.  

Not only was Stone Church a busy place to purchase holiday items, but as importantly it stood out as a beautiful and obviously 
well-cherished spiritual site and many visitors simply enjoyed sitting in the sanctuary for contemplation or looking at the stained 
glass windows and noteworthy walnut cross. Rob Kolb had an almost full house of singers during his leading of Christmas carols 
and then the Saint Mary’s Choir held their wonderful annual concert to a full house.  For a few hours of the Shopper’s Stroll, Stone 
Church rang with the sounds and voices of this holiday season.  

Barb Greene who organized and managed the Shoppers Stroll, the Stone Church Deacons and congregation 
who contributed skills, handcrafts and time, plus the workers, bakers and other volunteers did a wonderful job 
of insuring the 2023 Shopper’s Stroll was a most memorable event.  At this point, it appears as if we raised 
$1,376.45 towards the new Stone Church roof. Again, most sincere thanks to all who helped and participated.  
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     A VIEW FROM THE STEEPLE 

Midge Bakos’ book, A View from the Steeple, is available at The Fair Trade Shoppe, Nearly 
Local and at the Clinton Historical Society.  Its availability and the public’s knowledge of 
its existence is partly because of the tenacity and efforts of Sarah Miller, Christine Menard, 
Ceil Gilbert and the Fair Trade Shoppe staff, all of whom have played significant roles in 
making sure people will be aware of this great book about the people, history and events 
that have shaped the Village of Clinton, Stone Church and Hamilton College.  And of 
course, without Midge’s research and wonderful ability to capture personalities and to iso-
late significant moments of the last 200 plus years, there would not be A View from the 
Steeple. 

The Fair Trade Shoppe is open every Thursday, and will also be open for The Shopper’s Stroll and for every 
Saturday until Christmas.  Additionally, copies will be available at the Stone Church office as Janice LeFrois, 
our church office Manager’s schedule allows.   Requests for copies can also be made by calling (315-853-
2933) or emailing the Church office (stonechurch@stonechurch.org).   
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 DEACONS CORNER 
 

“They who sing pray twice” a familiar and favorite adage.  Listening and sing-

ing songs have helped shape of faith.* 

*Presbyterians sing all 4 verses 

 

By keeping traditions prominent, we bring a meaningful part of Christmas to families. 

 

In today’s culture, developing personal music PLAYLISTS is a serious discipline!  

Have you selected music for this Advent season? 

 

In today’s church there is a “rhythm of worship that starts by our waiting on God and 

not in any sense imagining that God waits for our arrival”.  May you be blessed with the 

beauty of holiness. 

*paraphrasing Rev. Peter Donald, The Church of Scotland and “These Days” Dec 23 

  

Stone Church has 
implemented a new 
online giving tool 
called Givelify that is 
also available as an 
app on your smart 
mobile device.  Check 
it out on our web 
page.   

HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

The Sunday before Thanksgiving is the day we decorate the Sanctuary and Narthex for Christmas to get ready for the 

Shoppers Stroll. Several of our members were going to be out of town that Sunday so the tree went up the Sunday 

before!!  Thank you John Menard, John Stiefvater, Scott Leonard and Sherry for putting up the tree and hanging the 

large wreath in the Norton room. It worked out well and we might want to do that again next year. Also, Donna hung 

the greens on the choir loft during the week and Linda decorated the Norton room early too. There was still much to 

do but it made everything else much easier. 

After the Church service the Deacons served a luncheon before we all got to work!! We all enjoyed subs, potato sal-

ad, chips (thanks Barb LOL), cookies and brownies. Then the tree was decorated, the windows were made to look 

beautiful, nativity sets were put out, wreaths were put on the outside doors and other decorations were put around. We 

had 15 people who stayed to decorate. (Mary, Judy, Emily, Barb, Donna, Jesse, Sherry, Phil, Deb, Ceil, Gerry, Trish, 

Laura, Grace and Linda) 

This year the Deacons bought 2 boxes of ornaments from the Fair Trade Shoppe to add to our tree. They are truly 

beautiful!  Please check them out and then I am sure you will want to buy some too.  

Thank you everyone for your help. You are all awesome. What a blessing we can all share that we are a part of this 

wonderful Church family.  

We missed Janice, Zeke and Sadie this year. Sadie was always a part of this day. We also missed Bev who always 

played Christmas carols while we worked. 

 



 

 

 

To see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 

  

    Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

     Cell: 315-723-7420 
     Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

     Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                    Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

                Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                           Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

                Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                   Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

                Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

                www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

                www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

                                         Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. in person, streamed & recorded on Facebook Live 

                                                                 Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. weekdays 

Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Midge Bakos, Bev Miller & 

Donna Goodfriend and who have folded, taped 

and labeled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the January news-
letter is Wednesday, December 20th. 
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