
An Order of Worship for the Lord’s Day 
Stone Presbyterian Church 

A Welcoming and Affirming Congregation 
November 19, 2023 ~ 24th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
WWee  GGaatthheerr  ttoo  PPrraaiissee  GGoodd  

PRELUDE “Trumpet Voluntary” John Stanley 
(Please listen quietly to the prelude as the community prepares for worship) 

POURING OF THE BAPTISMAL WATER 

WELCOME 

CALL TO WORSHIP   (from Psalm 123) 

To you I lift up my eyes, O you who are enthroned in the heavens! 
  As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their master, so our eyes 

look to the Lord our God, until he has mercy upon us. 
Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy upon us, for we have had more than 

enough of contempt. 
  Those who humble themselves before God have endured the scorn of 

those who are at ease, the contempt of the proud.  
But God will provide, for the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever. 
All:  Let us worship God. 

 
HYMN #425 “Lord of Light, Your Name Outshining” ABBOT’S LEIGH 
(+Those who are able may stand.) 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (first together, then in silent reflection) 

Most holy and merciful Creator, we acknowledge and confess before 
you our sinful nature, prone to evil and slothful in good,  

 and all our shortcomings and offenses.   
You alone know how often we have sinned, in wandering from your 

ways, in wasting your gifts, in forgetting your Love.   
But you, O Lord, have mercy upon us, who are ashamed and sorry  
 for all we have done to displease you.   
Teach us to hate our errors, cleanse us from our secret faults and 

forgive our sins, for the sake of your dear Son. 
And O most holy and loving Father, help us, we beseech you,  
 to live in your light and walk in your ways,  
 according to the commandments of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   

RESPONSE HYMN #2275 “Kyrie” 
(“Lord, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.”) 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 
+A DOXOLOGY #579 “Glory Be to the Father” GLORIA PATRI 
 
+THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 

      WWee  LLiisstteenn  ffoorr  tthhee  WWoorrdd  ooff  GGoodd  
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
(You are invited to say the “amen” aloud.) 
 
LESSONS FROM THE SCRIPTURES 
 

Judges 4:1–7   Deborah promises to defeat 
Israel's enemy. 
 The Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God. 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:1–11   The day of the Lord will come suddenly. 
 The Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God. 

 
SOLO   “As Sons of the Day and Daughters of Light” arr. Kolb 
 G. Roberts Kolb, soloist 

 
Matthew 25:14–30       The parable of the talents. 
 The Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God. 

 
SERMON “Judge Deborah” 
 

WWee  RReessppoonndd  iinn  FFaaiitthh  wwiitthh  TThhaannkkssggiivviinngg  
 
+HYMN #422 “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” BEACH SPRING 

 
+AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Adapted from “The Confession of 1967”) 

God’s redeeming work in Jesus Christ embraces the whole of our life: 
social and cultural, economic and political, scientific and 
technological, individual and corporate.  



The church calls all people to use their abilities, possessions, and the 
fruits of technology as gifts entrusted to us by God for the 
maintenance of God’s family and the advancement of the common 
welfare and encourages those forces in human society that raise 
people’s hopes for better conditions and provide them with 
opportunity for a decent living.  

A church that is indifferent to poverty, or evades responsibility in 
economic affairs, or is open to one social class only, or expects 
gratitude for its beneficence makes a mockery of reconciliation 
and offers no acceptable worship to God.  

Already God’s reign is present as a ferment in the world, stirring our 
hope and preparing the world to receive its ultimate judgment 
and redemption.  

With an urgency born of this hope, the church applies itself to 
present tasks and strives for a better world.  

We do not identify limited progress with the Reign of God on earth, 
nor do we despair in the face of disappointment and defeat.  

In steadfast hope, we look beyond all partial achievement to the final 
triumph of God. Amen. 

 
LIFE OF THE CHURCH, JOYS & CONCERNS 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  and THE LORD’S PRAYER      
 “debts/debtors” (Traditional, Hymnal, p. 16)   
 
OFFERTORY                          “Saint Anthony Chorale” Joseph Haydn 
 
+A DOXOLOGY #593 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”  
  Avery and Marsh 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

WWee  AArree  SSeenntt  OOuutt  ttoo  SSeerrvvee  
 
+HYMN #392 “Take Thou Our Minds, Dear Lord” HALL 
 
+CHARGE & BENEDICTION 
 
+POSTLUDE 

STONE CHURCH WELCOMES YOU TO WORSHIP 
November 19, 2023 ~ 24th Sunday after Pentecost ~ 10:30 a.m. 

 
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 

engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow 
as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.  

 
All the People, Ministers 

 
Stone Presbyterian Church Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor 
PO Box 33, 8 South Park Row G. Roberts Kolb, Director of Music  
Clinton, New York 13323 Gerald G. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 
315-853-2933 Janice LeFrois, Office Administrator 
stonepres@stonepres.org Lee Kelso, Sexton 

www.stonepres.org ~ www.facebook.com/stonepres 
www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 



 



 

 

 


