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November 5, 2023 – All Saints’ Day – The Lord’s Supper  

Revelation 7:9–17   A vision of those who have come through persecution. 

Psalm 34:1–10, 22   Magnify the Lord and exalt his name 

1 John 3:1–3   We are God's children 

Matthew 5:1–12   The Beatitudes 

Sermon:  “Back to the Future” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 

 

 

November 12, 2023 – 23rd Sunday after Pentecost  

Joshua 24:1–3a, 14–25   The Israelites pledge to follow the Lord. 

Psalm 78:1–7   Forget not the works of God, but keep his commandments 

1 Thessalonians 4:13–18   The coming of the Lord 

Matthew 25:1–13   The wise and foolish girls. 

George Whitton preaching 

 

 

 

November 19, 2023 – 24th Sunday after Pentecost  

Judges 4:1–7   Deborah promises to defeat Israel's enemy. 

Psalm 123   Our eyes look to the Lord 

1 Thessalonians 5:1–11   The day of the Lord will come suddenly.  

Matthew 25:14–30   The parable of the talents. 

Sermon:  “Judge Deborah” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 

 

 

 

November 26, 2023 – Reign of Christ – The Lord’s Supper 

Ezekiel 34:11–16, 20–24   God will provide a shepard for the people. 

Psalm 100   Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth 

Ephesians 1:15–23   A prayer for the wisdom of the riches of God. 

Matthew 25:31–46   The judgment of the peoples. 

Sermon:  “Reign Check” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
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 Thanks in giving. 
“Perseverance is not a long race; it is many short races one after the other.” 
—Walter Elliot 
 
Once again, we have a November that begins with All Saints Day and closes with Christ 
the King (or Reign of Christ) Sunday with Advent and the beginning of the new liturgical 
year all in December.   
 
November can be a contemplative time.  Standard Time resumes the first Sunday in November and with it 
nighttime depressingly comes an hour earlier, even before the typical work day is over.  (Sunrise is also an hour 
earlier, but we tend to not to take advantage of that.)  The first Sunday is also when we remember the “saints” (as 
St. Paul called all followers of Christ) who went before us.  It is a wistful time as we know they are at peace, but 
we still miss them nonetheless.   
 
Yet, it is also a time not only to remember them but to rededicate ourselves to carry on their legacy.  Not what 
they started per se but what they did because none of us started anything—we can only pick up where the last 
person left off.  The race that is set before us is a relay race.  And while, like a movie or television show, we tend 
to view events as episodes, they are really part of the arc of life; the present is rooted in the past and the future, 
the hope of things to come.  Though it can seem sometimes like we are running in circles and making no 
progress, but that is not true.  The progress may falter, but it continues.  We know it continues because we are 
here, meaning those who went before us had to do something right.  Sometimes we stumble or fall, but we keep 
going.  We keep going because we are called to do God’s work, not for personal gain but for the glory of God.  
As Albert Einstein said, “Strive not to be a success, but rather to be of value.”  Our value is to express God’s 
love for us through our love for others. 
 
Paul himself had a mixed record of “success” in the formation of the first churches.  So much so that he had to 
write letters to some of them (sometimes more than once) to remind them of who they were and whose they 
were.  And he was beheaded (most likely) around the age of 60 after being persecuted and imprisoned, so not a 
glorious ending to his life.  Yet without him and without him needing to write those letters we would not have 
the Christian church today.  Nor would we have a quarter of the New Testament and the guidance he provides 
even to us today.  We cannot predict what seeds we plant today will take root tomorrow.  We simply have to 
keep trying.  As the Apostle Paul says in his letter to the Galatians 6:9, “So let us not grow weary in doing what 
is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give up.” 
 
Admittedly, it can be dispiriting when we look around: mass shootings continue, wars erupting around the world, 
including Russia-Ukraine and now Israel-Gaza, political strife that threatens the very fabric of our county just to 
name a few that keep me up at night.  And yet, I hear from people who are heartened by our newsletter to hear 
the good news we are spreading by word and deed.  I see the refugee family that I do not know how they would 
have fared without the unceasing, tireless efforts of our small outreach team.  I can only imagine the betterment 
of people around the world that we will never know because of our Fair Trade shop, which provides them 
sustainable wages.  I see the care and comfort we give each other and worshipping together as a community of 
Christ-followers. 
 
These are the stories of our thanks to God that we show by our giving.  These are stories that exemplify the reign 
of Christ.  We may be resting with saints who came before us when Christ returns, but we will rest knowing that 
we did what we could to prepare for that coming.  As our Stewardship Campaign theme says from Philippians 
4:13, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” 
 
Shalom, 
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            Historical Period Revisited---A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 

Early Church Discipline 

 “I acknowledge in the presence of Almighty God and of this church that I have been guilty and deeply sensible of the dishonor 

I have done to religion, I desire to humble myself before God and come praying for forgiveness.” Capt. F_____ or “Whereas 

certain charges of immorality have been preferred against me in a regular course of gospel labor and in view of the testimony 

and the result of a council thereon, I am led to see that I have been guilty of deceptive evasion…and I do sincerely repent of the 

same and ask forgiveness of this church and of all who may feel injured or grieved by my errors.” Brother P_______. 

These above confessions were made before the congregation in the early 1800s’ — I’m not making this up. Early church 

corrective discipline was based on St. Matthew 18:15-17. “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault  between 

you and him alone. If he hears you, you have gained a brother.  But if he well not hear you, take with you one or two more, that 

by the mouth of two or three every word may be established. And if he refuses to hear the church, tell it to the church…”                                

                           

Corrective discipline was contained in the articles of the Confession of Faith. To add insult to injury, this 

church in December of 1797 decided to suspend the member from communion until the church came to a 

decision on the complaint. Thus, if the member confessed or the decision was made in his or her favor, 

communion was restored. The church first sought to reclaim the erring person privately and prayerfully. If 

this failed then the complaint was put into writing and put before the church committee. If the person was 

willing to confess his sin and seek the forgiveness of his brethren, the law of the church required that he 

should do so in front of the congregation. If he was not willing to do this, he was publicly excommunicated. 

The first one “cast out” was for drunkenness and the next for public slander. Other instances were 

for willful absenting from church for a year and another for double-dealing. Most, however, were 

for drunkenness. The church’s policy was that such conduct dishonored the church and it held the 

belief that the conduct of its members had a profound effect on the moral training of the 

community. 

No one was too high or immune to be brought before the elected committee to hear complaints. 

Even Moses Foote, the leader of the settlers, listened to the admonition in correction of his 

conduct and rose in his pew to assent and ask for repentance. In the very early church, most 

members adhered to the Congregational covenant of faith they had so eagerly signed. 

To gain a fair trial, especially if an accused member felt a bias on the local committee, the accused could ask for delegates from 

other churches to serve on the deciding council. In one such case, delegates from Oriskany Falls, Madison, and Vernon Center 

were asked to join our council to resolve the issue. You get the feeling as you read the notes that the process was becoming 

lengthy and time consuming and was not working as it was originally intended — to be accountable for your sinful ways. 

During the second generation of the original settlers, the strictness of church discipline seemed to subside as fewer references 

were recorded. For many years, the Congregational (Society) was the only society, and nearly all the population attended its 

meetings and contributed to its support. As the population increased and other denominations moved in from 1820 - 1850 

diversity of opinions began to prevail. By 1843, Clinton became an incorporated government with a population of 

approximately 800. 

After the second generation, rarely are references made to the disciplining of moral character and the offending person no 

longer had to publicly confess in front of the congregation. 

                                                                                                                                                 

 Midge Bakos        

Presbyterian Communion 

Tokens 
Congregationalists and Presby-

terians in the 18th Century fol-

lowed the Church of Scotland 

practice of "fencing the table"-- 

permitting members to take 

communion only after being 

declared “spiritually and moral-

ly sound” by a minister, who 

would then  issue them a token 
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  MISSION – NOVEMBER 2023 

                                              
November is most closely associated with Thanksgiving, that national holiday designed as a pause in our regular schedule during 

which we can reflect upon our blessings. Yes, I know we also eat a lot of yummy food at Thanksgiving, but I am almost sure that 

was not the original intent of the holiday. It has occurred to me that while Thanksgiving is a delightful and important celebration, 

most of our Stone Church activities during this fall and especially in October, actually have previewed some of Thanksgiving by 

asking us to reflect both upon the abundance and grace God has offered each of us. AND, at least as importantly, we have been 

asked us to consider how we can share this abundance. 

Somehow that train of thought has pushed me towards thinking about those with whom we will share our abundance.  In reflecting 

on the “to whom” part of sharing, I came across these lines: 

The people who need help are people just like us.  
 
Some people like us live in warm houses. But there are other people like us who get cold. People like us are shivering in 
the cold.  
 
Some people like us have plenty of food. But there are other people like us who start their day hungry and end their day 
hungry. People like us don’t have enough to eat. 
 
People like us need tools for our daily life. For some like us those tools may be computers and iPhones, but for other peo-
ple like us those tools may be a hoe, a rake, a hammer and a saw. Regardless of type of tool, people like us cannot enjoy a 
productive daily life without tools.  Unfortunately, people like us do not have tools.  
 
Some people like us live in safety. But there are too many other people like us who constantly face danger. People like us 
live in fear, long for safety and are losing their lives.  People like us do not know safety.  

 
People like us, helping people like us--that's what it's all about! 
 

So, while I wholeheartedly wish each of you an abundant and happy Thanksgiving, I also wish each of us remembers that people 
like us need to help other people. In doing so, we actually will find it is “People like us helping people like us.” 
 
Being generous and faithful to God does not mean that we don’t have moments of doubt as we work to understand and accept 

changes and challenges. God’s grace helps us be ready for change, even ready to create change, knowing that God’s spirit works 

within and among us, ever new, ever creating, ever full of grace. We are invited to be giving people and to become more generous 

of our resources as we are able. This is not primarily because the church needs our money—although of course our giving sup-

ports the ministry and mission that are our reason for being—but because steadfastness in our giving and persistence in our gener-

osity are goals of our spiritual life. As our 2014 Stewardship campaign banner reminds us, we need to “Enter into the Joy.”  We 

should delight in our ability to change and to give with loving generosity.  

November 2 is our remembrance of those at Stone Church who have steadfastly gone before us: we celebrate the lives and giving 

spirits of people who so fearlessly gave of their time, talents and resources.  

This celebration will be followed by another celebration on November 16: our Consecration Sunday service and luncheon. Fol-

lowing our worship service during which we each will have the opportunity to prayerfully and joyously make our commitment to 

the service of God within Stone Church, we will adjourn to the dining room for a festive luncheon. This meal will be an oppor-

tunity to share good food and conversation with all who are blessed with the opportunity to offer giving and sharing lives within 

the Stone Church community and the world at large.  

I do wish each of you a pleasant Thanksgiving celebration but also urge you to not forget those in need: any organization serving 

those without the bounty we enjoy, such as the Country Pantry and Hope House which we regularly support, all need as much as 

we can offer during this holiday season. Refer to your Sunday Bulletin or The Cornerstone for items requested or speak to Judy 

LaGasse (the Country Pantry) or Ceil Gilbert (Hope House) with specific questions.  

Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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                                                         CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA'S 

 

Poinsettias are available this year for those who wish to remember a loved one.  Red, White, Pink or Ice 

Crystal (whitish-pink) colors are available for $7.25. 

Please fill out the form below and put in the collection plate or send to the church with a check made  
out to the church.  The plants can be picked up after the Christmas Eve service.  The order deadline   
is November 29th.  Questions?  Call Judy LaGasse (315)  725-2217 or Janice LeFrois  (315) 853-2933                 
   
Name of donor (s)  

____________________________________________________________________ 

 Given in memory of                      

____________________________________________________________________           

           or 

Given in honor of 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Choice of color              _____________________________ 

Amount enclosed _________ 

Deacons to take       NO ________                   YES ________ 

for shut-ins 

                                          KEYS LUNCH AND LEARN 

Our first Lunch and Learn was held on October 1st.  Cheri Schmalz, KEYS Program Coordinator for 
Outreach, joined us as we ate lunch, enjoyed being together and catching up with each other’s lives, 
and were introduced to the KEYS program.  

The Keys program is a non-profit organization devoted to children impacted by cancer and serious 
illness. Cheri’s enthusiasm for the program’s goals of delivering music, smiles, hope and fun to chil-
dren and the families of these children was purely infectious. We could feel her commitment to the 
program and to the families the KEYS program serves.  

As we at Stone Church work to fulfill our own responsibility to provide love and service as we can to those in need, I think 
we all could see that the KEYS program would be a worthwhile addition to our list of worthwhile programs.  
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HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST has a special request for dinner plates and dry cereal.  

Please contact Ceil Gilbert (853-8289) if you have any questions.  

COUNTRY PANTRY:  The Country Pantry will be collecting foods needed for the 

holidays; boxed stuffing, boxed potatoes, cranberry sauce, vegetables, canned yams, turkey, gravy, canned veggies 

or whatever you wish to donate. Monetary donations will be used for eggs, bread and cheese. Please mark the 

check as “holiday food". 

Remember the 3rd Sunday is collection day at the church, however, feel free to donate anytime. 

THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  Holiday Hosting!  Get ready to dazzle your guests and create 

unforgettable fall and holiday gatherings!  We have a lovely collection of serveware with pieces that add a touch 

of magic to your entertaining.  Style is in season!  Carved from palewa stone and accented with copper paint, our 

Stone Salt & Pepper Shakers bring more to the table.  Descendants of the workers who built the Taj 

Mahal use the same tools and methods to achieve intricate soapstone carvings and inlay for beautiful 

and decorative pieces. Never leave your dish at a potluck again!  Your casserole will always stand 

out when its nestled in our colorful Casserole Dish Kaisa Basket.  It is made of 

natural and dyed kaisa grass in shades of dark blue, teal green and orange and 

wrapped in jute twine to create this square-shaped basket. These and MANY, 

MANY MORE uniquely handcrafted gift items from 38 different countries can be 

found at our FAIR TRADE SHOP, STONE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 8 SO. PARK 

ROW, CLINTON.  Our hours are 10am to 4pm every Thursday and SECOND SATURDAYS.  

We will also be open during the SHOPPERS STROLL ON FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 24TH, 2023.  That will be a 

great time to start your Christmas shopping.  Purchasing fair trade items ensures artisans and small farmers fair 

wages and healthy working conditions, providing dignity, sustainable development and hope for marginalized 

people.  LET US BE YOUR GO-TO GIFT SHOP!  Visit us at https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or 

www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

DECORATIVE SLATES are available for a minimum of a 

$10 donation in the Norton Room after worship and during the week 

from 9:30am to 11:30am on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.   

WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  Please note that per capita payments for 2023 are now being 

readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is $45.00 per member. The church is assessed this amount for 

each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the cost of our representative democracy as a church and 

supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending 

your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your 

pledge envelope. It is helpful if you pay the per capita explicitly even if  it comes from your overall financial com-

mitment to the church for the year.  Thank you in advance for your help. 
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS PRAYER REQUEST 

Kristina 

Kathy 

Mike Brittan & Family 

Ralph Sherman 

Larry Beasley 

Erik Jones 

Grace & Frank Whittemore 

Mary Chamberlain & Family 

Emily Massi & Family 

Linda & Hal Rance 

The LaFont Family 

Patsy Glista & Family 

Trish Harris & Family 

Andrew Bering 

Louise Wrate 

Bob 

4 -   Tom Copfer 

     Linell Machold 

9 -   Betzy Joseph-Harrison 

10 -    Mary Johnson 

11 -   Laura Stiefvater 

12 -   Olivia Rogers 

16 -   Shannon LaFont 

18 -   Scott McDonough 

19 -   Sarah Menard 

22 -   Judy LaGasse 

23 -   Jeff Machold 

NEW MEMBERS. 

At our 9/24/23 worship service with great joy we received Deb Lapoint and sisters Wendy Suskiewich and Jean 

Whitney as new members—our first in almost nine years!  They have been attending and participating in the life of 

Stone Church for a while and wanted to become official voting members and to be able to serve as officers on ses-

sion or deacons if called to do so.  After worship we had a lunch to celebrate! 

JACK OVENS’ BIRTHDAY 

  Dear Marjorie,  

  Dad (Jack) was so pleased to receive your newsy birthday card. Thank you for remembering him! For 106 
(our first mistake) he is doing amazingly well (with my sister’s daily help.)  

   Petey and Muffy 
   (Jack’s Daughters) 
  Just so you have the correct address — it‘s 71 Foulkeways, Gwynedd, PA 19436  

Since he loved his cards, I might suggest to our readers that they could add Jack’s address when you send 
Christmas cards this year. (Just a thought!) Midge          
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t have to call 
the office.  Go to our home web 

stonepres.org, and click on 
tab at the top or on 

THE WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION  would like to thank anyone and everyone who participated in any 

way with our Drive-Thru Pie Sale on Saturday, October 7th, 2023.  We were able to raise $1,632 despite the inclement 
weather.  There were 2 pies remaining, which we sold on Sunday morning.  We would also like to thank Hannafords for 
donating some of the ingredients.  We are looking forward to our Spring Pie Sale. 

STEWARDSHIP 2024 

In Stone Church, October 15, 22 and 29 were designated as our Stewardship Sundays, during 
which our services included reflections on utilizing our time, talents and financial resources to 
do God’s work for all people. Based on the encouragement offered in Philippians 4:13,  “I can 
do all things through Christ who strengthens me” our Stewardship lessons allowed each of 
us to think and then act as we felt was in accordance with God’s desires for us.  

As I am writing this message for the November Cornerstone, I actually am anticipating the 
upcoming celebratory luncheon of October 29th that marks the end of our Stewardship. Yet, 
by the time you are reading this, the luncheon will have occurred and the Stewardship Sundays 
will have ended. Incidentally, I am hopeful that a majority of our pledges will have been of-
fered which will facilitate planning for the 2024 year.  

It is worth stressing that while the Stewardship event will have ended, if for some reason you 
have yet to be able to offer your pledge, pledges still will gladly be accepted. Estimate of Giving cards are available on 
the table in the back of the sanctuary or from Janice LeFrois, our office manager.  While we encourage you to help us 
plan by completing the Estimate of Giving card as soon as possible, we will accept your pledge at any time. Completed 
cards and correspondence can be sent to Stone Church, PO Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323. 

The message I hope each of us carries away from our Stewardship Sundays is that we each still have the responsibility to 
thoughtfully work to understand God’s unwavering presence and support as we consider how to live in a way that sus-
tains and shares the gifts and reassurance we have received from God above. Hopefully, this way of living will allow us 
to be more open to new ways and opportunities of acknowledging and sharing God’s presence with others.  But it is as 
important for us to remember we are also offered encouragement and reassurance that we can rely on God when we feel 
overwhelmed or falter.  Yes we “…can do all things through Christ …” (Philippians 4:13) but, if we are discouraged 
or worn down, God is present and willing to offer us comfort.  

Regardless of your participation in these Stewardship Sundays, may you always feel the light and the warmth of our 
heavenly Father and be reassured that “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” 

 

Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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     SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS—OCTOBER 09, 2023 

 

• A letter dated September 27, 2023 from the Utica Presbytery expressed their deep appreciation for the hospitality they 
received from Stone Presbyterian Church at the Sept. 2023 meeting of the Presbytery.  

•   An Email received Sept. 26, 2023 from Larry Beasley that included documents from the 9/26 Stated Meeting of the 
Presbytery stated that the per capita for 2024 will remain at $45.  

• The Treasurer’s report shows a growing roof account.  

• The Session received Chris Menard’s Treasurer’s report and VOTED to receive it. Chris also reported the Website is 
99% completed with the Brockett Group are all paid up and that they did give us ½ price special deal hosting fees etc.  

• The property committee with John Menard and John Steifvater reported that plumber Bill Owens fixed a rocking toilet 
in the narthex bathroom. And Lee Kelso, our sexton will work on a moisture problem behind the dining room wall.  

• News about the roof project has already been reported in the Rome Sentinel, the New Hartford Town Crier, and the 
Waterville Times.  

• The worship committee says that George Whitton will preach on Nov. 12, 2023. Donna is asking session members for 
Christmas stories or memories so that she can prepare for the Dec. 1st service and she did get a good response from 
them. 

• All set for Stewardship on Sunday Oct. 15, and a lunch is planned for October 29, 2023. The stewardship campaign 
theme is “I can do all things through Christ which strengthens me” Philippians 4:13. The Building Stone Fair Trade 
Shop has new shelves installed in the shop. Sales are better than last year. 

• Linda Rance reported that from the Deacons many in the congregation are going through so much. We are keeping in 
touch, praying, and assisting each other to the best of our ability.      

                                      BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
 
Thanks to Abel Roy, Joanna Benskin, Janet Griffiths, and Scott Leonard for participating in the service.  We had a good size 
crowd—larger than the last few years—with gorgeous weather.  And WKTV filmed most of the event and interviewed me 
afterward. We collected a bit of pet food and $26 cash that Bev Covell from the Country Pantry collected directly.   

ROOF PROJECT UPDATE: 

After many months of waiting, we were notified that the New York Sacred Sites Landmark Conservancy 

has pledged $8000 to help with our roof repair costs! We are very fortunate to receive this boost in our 

fundraising efforts. Thanks to our many generous donations, we have sufficient funds in place to match the 

grant award. Many churches are seeking assistance with their large projects, so this was quite a competitive grant round. 

Thanks to everyone who helped compile all the information needed to submit the application, and to those who participated in 

the site visit in August. I really appreciated all the support and encouragement in seeing this to completion.  

Christine Menard, Treasurer 
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 DEACONS CORNER 
 

As we near the end of 2023, reflections include how our faith 

has flourished in many common tasks.  Our congregation has 

built relationships of love, appreciation, understanding and 

concern. 

  

Stone Church has implemented a 
new online giving tool called Givelify 
that is also available as an app on 
your smart mobile device.  Check it 
out on our web page.   

Wow, it is still Fall. I am enjoying all the beauty of this beautiful Season.  Is there anything nicer than going to 

The Clinton Cider Mill, NorthStar Orchards, a ride to the Adirondacks or enjoying cider donuts or chili and chow-

der?  I love seeing all the pumpkins, mums and the leaves changing colors. This is definitely my favorite time of 

year.  But, now we have to think about Christmas and Winter. Every Season has its special times and memories. 

In November we have the Clinton Stroll. What a wonderful special day that is. We need to have our Church deco-

rated by that time which is the day after Thanksgiving. We can’t do all we have in the past but we are still partici-

pating! The Fair Shoppe will be open both Friday and Saturday. We will be selling soup and Midge’s book!!! 

Plus, there will be some musical festivities in our sanctuary.  We will be decorating our Sanctuary and Narthex 

immediately after Church on November 19th. The Deacons will provide a light lunch before we get to work. We 

have always had a nice turnout and I am sure we will this year too. So, mark your calendars and plan on staying 

and helping us out.  

HANGING OF 

THE GREENS 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS  
It’s time to fall  back.  Don’t forget to set you clocks 

back one hour on Sunday, November 5th at 2:00 a.m. 
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HOORAY!  A View from the Steeple, is now ready for your purchase and enjoyment.  After what seems like months of 

preparation, this wonderful book has been published and is available. Again HOORAY! 

Marjorie (Midge) Bakos is a direct descendent of one of the first settlers in the Clinton area which may 
have helped stir her enthusiasm for learning about the people and proceedings that shaped the village of 
Clinton. A View from the Steeple recounts the founding and growth of the village of Clinton and the 
origin, early years and expansion of Hamilton College as viewed from Stone Church, whose stone exte-
rior and lighted Rose window serve as village landmarks.  

Containing a generous selection of 20 years of Midge Bakos’ monthly columns, this carefully re-
searched book, is a treasure-trove of people, places and events. The historical information in A View 
from the Steeple is based on Midge’s meticulous research which she expanded, augmented and personal-
ized with decades of familiarity with Clinton area “old-timers,” and with the miscellaneous bits and 
pieces that are part of Stone Church’s archives of photographs, handwritten notes, correspondence, 
memorabilia, and meeting minutes from the 18th century onward. 

Even a fairly quick perusal of Midge’s writing, reveals pages filled with lively nuggets of viewpoints and information that high-
light the hardships and joys that are part of Clinton’s history, as well as offering insight into the people and events connected to 
the founding, expansion and growth of Hamilton College and Stone Church. A View from the Steeple moves the reader from 
18th century exploration and settlement, to the 19th century development of a village, a college and a church, thru the worldwide 
upheavals of the 20th century, and ends with the 21st century village of Clinton, still home to Hamilton College and Stone 
Church. The resulting book truly captures and brings life to the decisions and events that made these places what we see today 
and also makes it obvious that all three and their histories are now immutable landmarks to this corner of the Mohawk Valley.   

Copies of A View from the Steeple are available from the Building Stones Fair Trade Shop, located in the lower level of Stone 
Church. The Fair Trade Shop is open Thursdays and the second Saturday of the month from 10 AM to 4 PM.  The shop will 
also be open for the annual Shopper’s Stroll on November 24th, and every Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas.  A 
View from the Steeple is also available from Amazon books as a paperback, and as a kindle book. In the near future, it will also 
be available from Amazon as a hardcover.  Beyond these options, arrangements for purchase may also be made by contacting 
the Stone Church office at 315-853-2933 or by e-mail stonepres@stonepres.org or by checking the Stone Church website 
www.stonepres.org 

Proceeds from the sale of this book will be used for the care and maintenance of the interior and exterior of the Stone Church 
building and for the archival preservation of historical materials. 

THE FAIR TRADE SHOP will once again be open during the Clinton Shopper's 

Stroll.  We have added some new vendors this past year, and have been very excited at how well-received 
they have been.  We are also excited that we will have Midge's book, A View From the Steeple available 
for purchase.  All proceeds from the sale of the book will go to the roof fund. 

The Fair Trade Shop continues to support small farmers and artisans from around the world, bringing dignity and hope to 
marginalized populations by providing a means for them to be contributors to the world economy and to work their way out 
of poverty. 

Shoppers Stroll 

Friday, 10:00am-7:00pm 

Saturday, 10:00am-4:00pm 

 
PLEASE KEEP THE DEACONS IN MIND  

on the first Sunday of each month. All of the loose money 

collected on those Sundays will go to support the ministry of 

the Deacons. 

     A VIEW FROM THE STEEPLE 



 

 

 

To see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 

  

    Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

     Cell: 315-723-7420 
     Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

     Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                    Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

                Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                           Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

                Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                   Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

                Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

                www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

                www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

                                         Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. in person, streamed & recorded on Facebook Live 

                                                                 Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. weekdays 

Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Midge Bakos, Bev Miller & 

Donna Goodfriend and who have folded, taped 

and labeled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the December 
newsletter is Monday, November 20th. 
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