
An Order of Worship for the Lord’s Day 
Stone Presbyterian Church 

A Welcoming and Affirming Congregation 
October 22, 2023 ~ 20th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
WWee  GGaatthheerr  ttoo  WWoorrsshhiipp  GGoodd  

 
PRELUDE “'Prélude' from Te Deum” Marc-Antoine Charpentier 
(Please listen quietly to the prelude as the community prepares for worship) 
 
POURING OF THE BAPTISMAL WATER 
 
WELCOME 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 99) 

The Lord is king; let the peoples tremble! He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; 
let the earth quake. 
 The Lord is great in Zion; he is exalted over all the peoples. 
Let us praise his great and awesome name. Holy is the Lord! 
 Let us extol the Lord our God and worship at his footstool.  
 Holy is the Lord! 
O Lord our God, you answered the cries of your people; you are a forgiving God to 
them, but an avenger of wrongdoings. 
 Extol the Lord our God, and worship at his holy mountain;  
 for the Lord our God is holy. 
For the Lord is good, his steadfast love endures forever. 
 Let us worship God! 

 
HYMN #461 “God Is Here!” ABBOT’S LEIGH 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (first together, then in silent reflection) 

Lord, have mercy upon us and forgive us all our sin. 
Make us over from the inside out as a new creation. 
Christ, have mercy upon us and make right in us all that is wrong.  
Help us strive to do what is right and good. 
Lord, have mercy upon us and remove from us all hardness of 

heart. 
Renew a right spirit within us and guide us in the way of life. 
In your holy name we pray. Amen.   

RESPONSE HYMN #2275 “Kyrie” 
(“Lord, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.”) 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 
+A DOXOLOGY #579 “Glory Be to the Father” GLORIA PATRI 
 
+THE PEACE OF CHRIST  
 

WWee  LLiisstteenn  ffoorr  tthhee  WWoorrdd  ooff  GGoodd  
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
(You are invited to say the “amen” aloud.) 
 
LESSONS FROM THE SCRIPTURES 
 

Exodus 33:12-23   Moses seeks a more intimate knowledge of the Lord. 
 The Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God.  
 

Thessalonians 1:1-10   Paul commends the faith of the Thessalonians. 
 The Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God 

 
SOLO “My Soul's Been Anchored in the Lord” Spiritual /  
 G. Roberts Kolb, soloist arr. J. Rosamund Johnson 

 
Matthew 22:15-22   Jesus is questioned about paying taxes. 
 The Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God.     Told by Donna Goodfriend 

 
SERMON “Treasure Trove” 
 

WWee  RReessppoonndd  ttoo  tthhee  WWoorrdd  iinn  FFaaiitthhffuull  TThhaannkkssggiivviinngg  
 
HYMN #2158 “Just a Closer Walk with Thee” CLOSER WALK 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

God’s redeeming work in Jesus Christ embraces the whole of our life: 
social and cultural, political and economic, individual and 
corporate.  It is the will of God that the divine purpose for human 
life shall be fulfilled under the rule of Christ and all evil be banished 
from God’s creation. 



 
The Reign of God represents the triumph of God over all that resists 

the divine will and disrupts God’s creation. Already God’s reign is 
present as ferment in the world, stirring our hope and preparing 
the world to receive its ultimate judgment and redemption. 

With an urgency born of this hope, the church applies itself to present 
tasks and strives for a better world. We do not identify limited 
progress with the Reign of God on earth, nor do we despair in the 
face of disappointment and defeat. In steadfast hope, we look 
beyond all partial achievement to the final triumph of God. 

 

Adapted from “The Confession of 1967” in 
The Book of Confessions of the Presbyterian Church (USA) 

 
LIFE OF THE CHURCH, JOYS & CONCERNS 
 
MINUTE FOR MISSION – STEWARDSHIP (TREASURE) 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  and THE LORD’S PRAYER   (traditional, “debts/debtors”) 

(When you hear the words, “God of mercy,” please respond, “Hear our prayer.”) 
 
OFFERTORY “'Andante Religioso' from Organ Sonata No. 4”  
  Felix Mendelssohn 
 
+A DOXOLOGY #593 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”  
  Avery and Marsh 
+PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

WWee  GGoo  OOuutt  ttoo  SSeerrvvee  iinn  tthhee  WWoorrlldd  TThhaatt  GGoodd  SSoo  LLoovveess  
 
+HYMN #2238 “In the Midst of New Dimensions” NEW DIMENSIONS 
 
+CHARGE & BENEDICTION 
 
+POSTLUDE  

 
STONE CHURCH WELCOMES YOU TO WORSHIP 
October 22, 2023 ~ 20th Sunday after Pentecost ~ 10:30 a.m. 

 
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 

engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow 
as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God. 

 
All the People, Ministers 

 
Stone Presbyterian Church Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor 
PO Box 33, 8 South Park Row G. Roberts Kolb, Director of Music  
Clinton, New York 13323 Gerald G. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 
315-853-2933 Janice LeFrois, Office Administrator 
stonepres@stonepres.org Lee Kelso, Sexton 

www.stonepres.org ~ www.facebook.com/stonepres 
www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 



 

 

 



 

 


