
An Order of Worship for the Lord’s Day 
Stone Presbyterian Church 

A Welcoming and Affirming Congregation 
October 8, 2023 ~ 18th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
WWee  GGaatthheerr  ttoo  WWoorrsshhiipp  GGoodd  

 
PRELUDE “St. Anne” Stanley Vann 
(Please listen quietly to the prelude as the community prepares for worship) 
 
POURING OF THE BAPTISMAL WATER 
 
WELCOME 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 19) 

The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his 
handiwork. 
 Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares 
knowledge. 
The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the decrees of the Lord are sure, 
making wise the simple, 
  The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the 
commandment of the Lord is clear, enlightening the eyes. 
The fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever; the ordinances of the Lord are true 
and righteous altogether, 
  More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter 
also than honey, and drippings of the honeycomb. 
For the Lord is good, his steadfast love endures forever! 
  Let us worship God. 

 
HYMN #255 “Now Praise the Lord” ST. ANNE 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (first together, then in silent reflection) 

Almighty and most merciful God, in your great goodness forgive us 
our sin and put right within us what is wrong. 

Heal us and mend us. Help us and guide us. 
Turn us away from that which may hurt us and do harm to others. 
Make us ready in body and spirit to live in your grace with good 

cheer and to do your will in our lives; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord we pray. Amen.   

RESPONSE HYMN #2275 “Kyrie” 
(“Lord, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.”) 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 
+A DOXOLOGY #579 “Glory Be to the Father” GLORIA PATRI 
 
+THE PEACE OF CHRIST  
 

WWee  LLiisstteenn  ffoorr  tthhee  WWoorrdd  ooff  GGoodd  
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
(You are invited to say the “amen” aloud.) 
 
LESSONS FROM THE SCRIPTURES 
 

Exodus 20:1–4, 7–9, 12–20  God gives Moses the Ten Commandments. 
 The Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God.  
 

Philippians 3:4b–14   Paul puts the past behind him and strives for the 
future. 
 The Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God 

 
SOLO “Mission Possible” Avery & Marsh 
 G. Roberts Kolb, soloist 

 
Matthew 21:33–46   Parable of the wicked tenants. 
 The Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God. 

 
SERMON  “Law-Abiding” 
 

WWee  RReessppoonndd  ttoo  tthhee  WWoorrdd  iinn  FFaaiitthhffuull  TThhaannkkssggiivviinngg  
 
HYMN #366 “Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Me” ST. CATHERINE 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH “The Apostles’ Creed” (Ecumenical Version) p. 14 

I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ God’s only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the Virgin Mary,  



 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and buried;  
 he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again,  
 he ascended into heaven,  
 and is seated on the right hand of the Father,  
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
LIFE OF THE CHURCH, JOYS & CONCERNS 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  and THE LORD’S PRAYER 
   “debts/debtors” (Traditional, Hymnal, p. 16)   
 
OFFERTORY “St. Anne” George Th. Miles 
 
+A DOXOLOGY #593 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”  
  Avery and Marsh 
+PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

(When you hear the words, “God of mercy,” please respond, “Hear our prayer.”) 
 

WWee  GGoo  OOuutt  ttoo  SSeerrvvee  iinn  tthhee  WWoorrlldd  TThhaatt  GGoodd  SSoo  LLoovveess  
 
+HYMN #2238 “In the Midst of New Dimensions” NEW DIMENSIONS 
 
+CHARGE & BENEDICTION 
 
+POSTLUDE  
 
 
 

 
 
 

STONE CHURCH WELCOMES YOU TO WORSHIP 
October 8, 2023 ~ 18th Sunday after Pentecost ~ 10:30 a.m. 

 
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 

engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow 
as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God. 

 
All the People, Ministers 

 
Stone Presbyterian Church Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor 
PO Box 33, 8 South Park Row G. Roberts Kolb, Director of Music  
Clinton, New York 13323 Gerald G. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 
315-853-2933 Janice LeFrois, Office Administrator 
stonepres@stonepres.org Lee Kelso, Sexton 

www.stonepres.org ~ www.facebook.com/stonepres 
www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 



 

 

 



 

 


