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September 3, 2023 (Labor Day Weekend)  

Ecumenical Service at 9:30 a.m. on the Village Green  

(or inside at Stone Church with inclement weather).  Bring two lawn chairs—one for you 

and one for a neighbor! 

 

 

      

             WORSHIP RESUMES AT STONE ON SEPTEMBER 10th AT 10:30 A.M. 

 
 

 

September 10, 2023 – 15th Sunday after Pentecost – The Lord’s Supper 

Exodus 12:1–14   The institution of the Passover 

Psalm 149   Let the faithful exult in glory; let them sing for joy! 

Romans 13:8–14   Love is the fulfillment of the law 

Matthew 18:15–20   What to do when someone sins against you. 

Sermon:  “Easy for You to Say” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
 

 

 

September 17, 2023 – 16th Sunday after Pentecost 

Exodus 14:19–31   The Israelites cross the sea on dry land. 

Psalm 114   Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord 

Romans 14:1–12   A call to be non-judgmental 

Matthew 18:21–35   A question and a parable about forgiveness.  

Guest preacher 
 

 

 

September 24, 2023 – 17th Sunday after Pentecost  

Exodus 16:2–15   God provides manna from heaven 

Psalm 105:1–6, 37–45   Seek the Lord and his strength 

Philippians 1:21–30   Live a life worthy of the gospel 

Matthew 20:1–16   The laborers in the vineyard.  

Sermon:  “Manna from Heaven” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
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It’s not me; it’s you. 

“Life would be easy if it weren't for people.”  That is a something I have said on occasion, 
particularly when referring to my day job.  I thought I had made it up, but I have found (many) 
others have said it as well.  This is probably not the most, uh, pastoral thing to say, but I am all 
too human and with feet of clay.  A “saint” perhaps in the Apostle Paul’s lexicon, but certainly 
no “Saint” in the Catholic sense. 
 
Say you’re in a meeting and after a long debate everyone agrees to your idea to hold a division-
wide product training seminar next month in the event conference room.  The next day you hear 
that “Karen” got the seminar moved up two weeks and cut back the attendance to only project leaders.  And it’s 
Friday, so you can’t talk to anyone about it until Monday.  How do you react?  I can tell you that my reaction to 
similar events for much of my career involved the words “through the roof.”  I took it personally and emotionally.  
“How dare they?!”  “Who do they think they are?”  “I’m going to do something about this.”  And I would stay awake 
all night fussing and fuming.  Shockingly (he deadpanned), this only escalated the situation—more heat than light, as 
they say.  But as I tried to increase my emotional intelligence with some coaching, I slowly came to understand my 
view was self-centered, as if they were doing this to me personally.  Despite the conniving, scheming, and 
backstabbing you see in movies, TV, and politics, most people are simply trying to do their job; it’s not about you.  
And the fact that you think it does is little narcissistic, actually.   
 
So, out of all the great guidelines, training, and coaching that I have had in my career, I boiled it all down to three 
principles of how I would react to “surprises.”  I call them “Scott’s Three Maxims.”  But, so as not to appear to claim 
authorship, perhaps they are better called, “The Three Maxims for Scott”: 

Assume good intentions.  This comes from business coach, Ralph Simone.  It means assume the person is trying to 
do the right thing without malice of forethought or making it personal.  As Ralph told me, “Do you think they 
woke up this morning and thought, ‘Now how can I screw up Scott’s day?’”  Not very likely. 

Seek first to understand.  This is Stephen Covey’s Habit #5 from his famous 1989 book The 7 Habits of Highly 
Effective People.  The intent is to first gather all the information and try to understand where the person is 
coming from and why they are doing it; try to see it from *their* perspective.  

Slow down to go to faster.  This comes from Ralph also as well as others, including a version of it in Peter 
Senge’s book, The Fifth Discipline.  It means pause and take a breath before taking action.  Few things require 
an immediate reaction; take some time to get everyone on board rather than trying to force actions and 
decisions too hastily, which will end up taking longer to come to agreement in the long run.  

 
You could summarize these three principles as to presume the perceived offender to be innocent until shown 
otherwise—with “innocent” meaning both “not guilty” as well as “guileless” (no hidden agenda).  But unlike in court, 
you are to try and prove the innocence—not the guilt.  You may think this is naïve, but (1) it is true the vast majority 
of the time in my experience, and (2) it is a concrete way to “love your neighbor.”  In the made-up example I gave, 
you could have found out that the boss told Karen he wanted to try it out with a smaller group first before expanding it 
and to make it sooner because some key people were traveling next month and she needed to reserve the facility right 
away or lose it because of the short notice.  So jumping down Karen’s throat with a nasty email sent on Friday 
evening would only have negative consequences.  
 
Just saying, “I love my neighbor” is too vague.  We need to find concrete ways to actually do it.  The maxims I cited I 
find useful for resolving conflicts and being “neighbor-centered” instead of self-centered.  But these are meant to be 
more descriptive than prescriptive, that is, examples not dictums.  The point is to find techniques that you help build 
community and trust.  And these are not apart from God, but a part of God.  By praying and practicing to be Spirit-
centered, you will more naturally be neighbor-centered.   
 
The Bible is filled with stories of God’s disappointment and frustration with people, but in the end, God always 
affirms his covenant with us even when we fall short.  From God’s fullness we have all received, grace upon grace—
and undeservedly.  If God can extend his grace to people, surely we can as well.   
 
Shalom,   
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            Historical Period Revisited---A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 

The Missionary Underwood Family 

A Surprise Visit from Horace & Nancy (Schaub) Underwood on July 30, 2023 

 

We at Stone Church supported Rev. John T. Underwood for several years 
beginning in 1946. I recall seeing a picture of him in the narthex as I entered for 
morning worship. John was the son and the grandson of Presbyterian 
missionaries in Korea. Both his father and grandfather served as president of the 
former Chosun Christian University of Seoul. John, as a graduate of Hamilton 
College, spent most of his missionary years at Chungju Bible Institute where the 
college trained teachers for work in rural churches. He was one of the few 
missionaries that remained in Korea during the Korean War when he gave much 

of his time to relief and refugee work. Our church raised money annually to purchase Vitamins to fight 
malnutrition. I recall women knitting mittens and crocheting slippers. As part of the Korean culture, they wore 
slippers around the house after removing their shoes at the door.  John and Jean managed a couple of visits to 
our church in 1970 to share their experiences. When John retired as a missionary, he died only a short time 
later of cancer in 1994 soon after his return to the U.S. 

 Dr. Horace Grant Underwood, John’s brother, began teaching English at Yonsei University 
in 1939 first as a volunteer and then as a professor of education until his retirement in 1984. 
Among many other tasks, he was a language interpreter that included two years as senior 
interpreter at the Armistice talks following the Korean War. He graduated from Hamilton 
College and received both his MS and Doctorate’s degrees from New York University. His 
wife Dorothy oversaw the Korean Church Music Institute arranging and teaching classes 
for conductors, accompanists and soloists at the Institute pertaining church music. Dr. 
Underwood retired from his missionary work in 1984 but continued as a volunteer in Korea 
until his death in January of 2004.    

 Dr. Horace G. Underwood’s son Horace Horton Underwood 
also attended Hamilton College. One of our oldest members, 
the late Dorothy Carpenter remembers Nancy Schaub dating Horace. Nancy met 
Horace in 1960 while attending Stone Church and they were married in the 
Hamilton College Chapel in 1964.  After serving three years in the Navy, 
Horace earned his Ph.D. degree from SUNY at Buffalo, NY. Nancy, meanwhile, 
earned her Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Education. The couple began 
their missionary career service in 1976 in Korea, Horace as associate professor 
of English at Yonsei University and Nancy as an English teacher at Seoul 

Foreign School. They had two sons and later adopted two Korean baby girls. During their careers, Nancy 
taught at Yonsei U. and Horace was the Director of the Fulbright program in Korea. Nancy and Horace retired 
from the Presbyterian Mission in 1996 and 1997 respectively and they remained in Korea until 2004. They now 
make their home in South Carolina. Nancy writes, “There are no longer any Underwood missionaries in 
Korea.” 

 For several generations, the Underwood family served Korea. Quoting from one of the Underwood letters, 
“Alleluia for what the Lord has done in Korea. As we look back at the century of Christianity in Korea we are 
amazed at God’s work.” 

 

Midge 

P.S.  We were fortunate to have Horace and Nancy attend our worship service on 7/31/23 as they were in town 
for Horace’s 60th Clinton High School Reunion. 
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                                        SEPTEMBER 2023 MISSION  

                                                                                                

 I always feel a bit silly saying “Welcome Back” in September because most of us have really not had lengthy absences 

during the summer. What summer did change were our Sunday service schedule and a certain rhythm to the way our 

church services and activities occurred.  

September acts as a reset function: Sunday services again start at 10:30 AM, there are changes in the weekly bulletin, and 

projects that had slipped aside in July and August have reappeared. Such is the case with the Peace and Global Witness 

Initiative and Offering.   

The Presbyterian Peacemaking Program is a mission of the Presbyterian Church U.S.A and is one of its primary Special 

Offering initiatives. Developed in response to the overwhelming culture of violence in our world, this program can be used 

to create an endless quantity of programs aimed at bringing love, security and opportunity to people.  For us at Stone 

Church, this program resonates with our belief that small efforts combined with other small efforts can produce large im-

pacts. More specific information will be offered during our “Minutes for Mission” on September 10. 2023.  

A quick summary of the program’s goal would stress that the Peacemaking Program uses multiple approaches to trans-

form long-standing cultures of violence into communities of peace. Our participation joins us with other peacemakers who 

together. 

• Inspire new approaches to active peacemaking. 

• Equip God’s people to be compassionate problem solvers 

• Connect communities of peace to learn from each other in shared accompaniment and take action together for the 
transformation of the world. 

A unique feature of this initiative is that only 50% of the total money received is sent to the Presbyterian Church USA: 

25% will be sent to our Presbytery to utilize as its members see fit; and 25% will stay at Stone Church. It appears that a 

fitting use of our portion of the money would be by either the Fair Trade Shoppe or for our group working with The Cen-

ter and our refugee family. Concrete plans for $$ we do not possess seems premature, so this issue will be revisited when 

appropriate. 

We have designated September 17, 2023 as our Peacemaking Sunday when your contributions to this initiative will be 

formally collected. Please clearly mark your donation for “Peacemaking Program” and put it in the collection plate or 

mail it to the Stone Church Office (PO Box 33 Clinton, NY 13323) or use the Givelify app available on our webpage. 

Another program that we mentioned last June was the KEYS program. Please mark your calendar for Sunday, October 1 

when we will have our first Lunch and Learn of the fall.  Colleen Bennett will be our guest and will share her enthusiasm 

for and knowledge of the Central NY KEYS Program. This program which states “We offer a mission of smiles….” has 

been developed for children impacted by cancer and serious illnesses, and for those in need of healing. “Through music 

therapy outreach, family respite days and sibling support programs, the KEYS program serves children and adults of all 

ages and abilities and is funded by donors so that all its outreach programs for children impacted by cancer are provided at 

no cost to the families served…. As we at Stone Church work to fulfill our responsibility to provide love and service as we 

can to those in need, I believe we will be delighted to learn more about KEYS from Colleen. 

 

It really has been exciting to say “Welcome Back” by writing about two such interesting Mission opportunities. Wouldn’t 

it be wonderful f our return to regular meant we always had an exciting a fulfilling list of possibilities?  

 

Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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HAMILTON COLLEGE MAKE A DIFFERENCE DAY 

 We received an Email from the co-director of HAVOC from Hamilton College. (HAVOC is THE Ham-

ilton Association for Volunteering, Outreach and Charity) They are planning their 2023 Make A Differ-

ence Day when students volunteer at various locations in the community to build relationships with or-

ganizations and positively impact their surroundings. Participation entails having some volunteers come 

to our Church on Saturday, September 9th to help with whatever we would want them to do. We have 

participated in this in way over 20 years…and this year will be no exception!!!  In the past they have 

cleaned the sanctuary, the Norton room, the downstairs kitchen and dining room, trimmed and put mulch 

down outside etc. We have always enjoyed having lunch with them and getting to know them. We have 

several members of our Church who work alongside of them. If you would like to help or would like 

more information, please contact Linda Rance. 

NEW WEB SITE!  Check out our revamped web site!  While the URL is still stonepres.org, it is in 
reality a whole new site that is more secure and much easier to maintain.  We have updated much of the con-
tent, but have more to do.  Please provide any feedback you have on any parts and on any updates you might 
have for the different sections.   

Many, many thanks to our current webmaster, Liz Menard, who, with support from her mother Christine 
Menard (and a smattering of the pastor), has been working hard for a few months with Sam Costanzo and 
Matt Brockett from the Brockett Creative Group, Inc. (right here in Clinton) to do a major rehaul of our web 
site both in underlying structure and look-and-feel.  There were a lot of technical challenges that took a 
while, but were eventually overcome (though there is an old account out in cyberspace that we can’t kill be-
cause no one has the credentials, but hopefully it just lies dormant as our new one gets accessed).    
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HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following; 

SMALL SHAMPOO, SMALL CONDITIONER, RAZORS and LOTION.  Any 

donation that you designate for food or personal needs will be greatly appreciated.  Any 

questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (315-853-8289) or ceilgilbert@yahoo.com 

COUNTRY PANTRY:  The Country Pantry will be collecting foods needed for the holidays; 

boxed stuffing, boxed potatoes, cranberry sauce, vegetables, canned yams, turkey, gravy, canned veggies  

or whatever you wish to donate. Monetary donations will be used for eggs, bread and cheese. Please mark 

the check as “holiday food" 

Remember the 3rd Sunday is collection day at the church, however, feel free to donate anytime. 

THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  Get ready for Harvest Season!  When the leaves start turning, so 

should your décor!  Add some fun-themed accents to your table.  Our festive leafy Double 

Vine Bread Warmer from Bangladesh will keep your baked goods oven fresh and ready to 

serve.  Whitewashed terracotta stone is deeply incised with a nature-inspired design and sits 

within a handwoven kaisa grass basket with palm wrap.  

The ultimate in sustainable comfort, our remarkable Red Rethread Throw from India is made 

from recycled clothing, which is separated and spun by hand into new 

threads.  The threads are then over-dyed and re-woven on jacquard looms to create a cozy, 

lightweight throw. 

 These and MANY, MANY MORE uniquely handcrafted gift items from 38 countries can 

be found at our FAIR TRADE SHOP, STONE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 8 SO. 

PARK ROW, CLINTON.  Our regular hours are 10am to 4pm every Thursday, SECOND 

SATURDAYS AND EVERY THURSDAY AT THE FARMER’S MARKET ON THE VILLAGE 

GREEN DURING THE SUMMER MONTHS.  Purchasing fair trade items ensures artisans and small 

farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, providing dignity, sustainable development and hope for 

marginalized people.  LET US BE YOUR GO-TO GIFT SHOP!  Visit us at https://

buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

I would like to thank everyone for theirs prayers, visits, cards and 

dinners.  You have all greatly contributed to my mental recuperation 

as well as my physical well being!!  It is physically slower going 

than I expected but I will be back in action in another month or so, I 

hope! 

With love & thanks again, Grace 
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September 
 

1 - Shelly Coe 

4 - Alan Tuttle 

7 - Mary Ann Stiefvater 

16 -      Janice LeFrois 

17 - Sarah LaFont 

18 - Dennis Dewey 

19 - Nicole Schilder 

22 - Deli Rogers 

23 - Tricia Tuttle 

  Ceil Gilbert 

24 -     Wendy Suskiewich 

25 - Samantha Reed 

26 - Elena Schilder 

27 - Emily Hughes 

28  - Sue Rambo 

  Ann Smallen 

 

JULY/AUGUST BIRTHDAYS PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Ralph Sherman 

Larry Beasley 

Erik Jones 

Grace & Frank Whittemore 

Mary Chamberlain & Family 

Emily Massi & Family 

Chris Conley 

Linda & Hal Rance 

The LaFont Family 

Patsy Glista & Family 

Trish Harris & Family 

Andrew Bering 

Louise Wrate 

Bob 

Daniel Kolb and Family 

  

     HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!! 

                                         

                              September 
     

        09-02-78        Dennis & Sue Dewey 

A big thank you goes out to Mary Chamberlain for pay-

ing another year for the subscription our the devotionals 

from These Days!! 
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Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to call 
the office.  Go to our home web 
page - stonepres.org, and click on 
the “Calendar” tab at the top or on 
the calendar icon. 

DON’T FORGET THE DEACONS! 
 

Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of each 

month. All of the loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons - Linda Rance, 

Judy LaGasse, Bev Miller, Mary Chamberlain, Trish Harris, 

Emily Hughes & Barbara Greene. 

                   MESSAGE FROM THE MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 

Our refurbished/relocated History Room is nearly complete. We do need some things to finish up. 

     To Do List: 

             1.  Official Door Lettering 

             2.  Lamp with magnified ability to read handwriting 

             3.  Framing of selected events 

             4.  Visitor’s Book 

We anticipate to officially open in the Fall to coincide with the publication of “The View From The 

Steeple” by Midge Bakos. 

THE WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION  will be holding our annual HARVEST PIE SALE 

ON SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7TH , FROM 10AM TO 2PM.  We would love donations of all kinds 

of pies, but the focus will be on apple.  We will be featuring our “drive-thru pies” again.  We would ap-

preciate monetary donations, if you are unable to bake.  The proceeds from this sale will go to support 

our various mission projects.  As always, we will be needing help selling the pies, too.  For more infor-

mation, contact Ceil Gilbert at 315-853-8289 or Donna Goodfriend at 315-749-4085. Sign-up sheets 

will be available. 
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  Please note that per capita payments for 2023 are now being 

readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is $45.00 per member. The church is assessed this amount 

for each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the cost of our representative democracy as a 

church and supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly. Please con-

sider sending your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclos-

ing it in with your pledge envelope. It is helpful if you pay the per capita explicitly even if  it comes from your 

overall financial commitment to the church for the year.  Thank you in advance for your help. 
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 DEACONS CORNER 
 
            In our church life, September begins regular schedules!  We need tp ask for courage, 

wisdom and the power of God to help us work in love for our community. 

   

           That conveniently includes our Rowanda refugee family.  Over the Summer, the com-

mittee has assisted in the medical care...X-rays for Rachael (70 years old) regarding her hip.  

Maternity care for Mashengesho, who is strong and healthy and her baby girl should arrive in 

January.  Children Emmanvella will start pre-school (which a triple stroller was purchased) 

for the 5 block long walk. And Morgan is a happy 2 year old.       

 

      On September 21st, the refugees will be recognizing our work.  The event will take place 

at The Center to thank their sponsors. 
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The St. David’s Society of Utica will be holding their fall Gymanfa Ganu (hymn sing in the Welsh tradition) on Sun-
day, October 8 at 3 PM at the New Hartford Presbyterian Church. This Gymanfa will be dedicated to the memory of 
long time Society member and New Hartford Presbyterian Church member, Robert A. (Bob) Jones and as a tribute to 
his love of music and his dedication to all things Welsh. Members of the Jones family will be in attendance. This will 
be the perfect opportunity to raise your voice in praise of the Lord and to Bob. There will be no doubt that Bob will be 
listening! 

The Gymanfa conductor will be Jay G. Williams III, organist Susan Bartholomew, and the soloist will be our own Da-
vid Kolb. Special music will be provided by harpist Peggy Spencer during the offering. 

Te bach (little tea) reception will follow in Fellowship Hall. 

Stone Church has implemented a 
new online giving tool called 
Givelify that is also available as 
an app on your smart mobile 
device.  Check it out on our web 
page.   



 

 

 

To see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 

  

    Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

     Cell: 315-723-7420 
     Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

     Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                    Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

                Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                           Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

                Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                   Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

                Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

                www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

                www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

                                         Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. in person, streamed & recorded on Facebook Live 

                                                                 Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. weekdays 

Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Midge Bakos, Bev Miller & 

Donna Goodfriend and who have folded, taped 

and labeled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the October news-
letter is Wednesday, September 19th.. 
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