
An Order of Worship for the Lord’s Day 
Stone Presbyterian Church 

A Welcoming and Affirming Congregation 
October 1, 2023 ~ World Communion Sunday 

WWee  GGaatthheerr  wwiitthh  tthhee  WWhhoollee  WWoorrlldd  ttoo  WWoorrsshhiipp  GGoodd  

PRELUDE “Regent Square” June Nixon 
(Please listen quietly to the prelude as the community prepares for worship) 

POURING OF THE BAPTISMAL WATER 

WELCOME 

CALL TO WORSHIP   (from Psalm 78) 
Give ear, O people; incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 
 I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter sayings from of old, 
 things that we have heard and known, that our ancestors have told us. 
We will tell to the coming generation the glorious deeds of the Lord, and his might, and the 
wonders that he has done. 
  In the sight of their ancestors, he worked marvels in the land of Egypt, 
 in the fields of Zoan. 
 In the daytime he led them with a cloud, and all night long with a fiery light.  
 He split rocks open in the wilderness, and gave them drink abundantly 
 as from the deep. 
He made streams come out of the rock, and caused waters to flow down like rivers  
 Surely the Lord is with us and will provide for us  
For the Lord is good, his steadfast love endures forever! 
  Let us worship God. 

 
+HYMN 512 “Living Word of God Eternal” sung to REGENT SQUARE 

(+ Those who are able are invited to stand) 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (first together, then in silent reflection) 

O God our help, we stand at the brink of what has been already and what 
is yet to be.  

We long for liberation, to taste the sweetness of your promises.  
But the way forward is unknown.  
And so we hesitate, discouraged, frightened, insecure, complaining.  
Yet we know that we are called to a journey.  
And so we confess to you our need of grace.  
Forgive our sin, that we may rise to meet the challenges and adventures 

that we face.  
Keep us thirsting for the knowledge of your sustaining presence with us, 

and give us the mind of Christ day by day;  
for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ we pray.  Amen.   

RESPONSE HYMN #2275 “Kyrie” 
(“Lord, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.”) 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 
+A DOXOLOGY #579 Glory Be to the Father GLORIA PATRI 
 
+THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 

      WWee  LLiisstteenn  ffoorr  tthhee  WWoorrdd  ooff  GGoodd  
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
(You are invited to say the “amen” aloud.) 
 
LESSONS FROM THE SCRIPTURES 
 

Exodus 17:1-7   God provides water to the complaining Israelites. 
 The Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God. Told by Donna Goodfriend 
 

Philippians 2:1-13   Have the mind of Christ among you. 
 The Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God 

 
SOLO  “Christ, Who is in the Form of God” Parry/Kayzis 
 G. Roberts Kolb, soloist 

 
Matthew 21:23-32   Actions vs. good intentions. 
 The Word of the Lord. / Thanks be to God. 

 
SERMON  “Out of Focus” 

  

WWee  RReessppoonndd  iinn  FFaaiitthh  wwiitthh  TThhaannkkssggiivviinngg  
 
+HYMN (insert) “Have This Mind Among You” KEITH 
 
+AFFIRMATION OF FAITH    Adapted from “The Confession of 1967”. 

To be a disciple of Jesus Christ is to be a member of his community of 
reconciliation, the church.  Christ calls us to the ministry of reconciliation 
and has given us the gift of the Holy Spirit.  We show forth continuity with 
the apostles when we are obedient to our calling.  The life, death, 
resurrection and promised coming of Jesus Christ set the pattern for our 
life as the church.  As his church, we follow the pattern of his life in our life.  
For us to live and serve according to the pattern of Jesus’ life is truly to 
confess him.  Amen.  

 



LIFE OF THE CHURCH, JOYS & CONCERNS 
 
OFFERTORY “Communion in Christ” Todd Kendall 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
 INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
 
 THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. / And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. / We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. /  
 It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
…Your ways are just and true. You alone are holy:  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.  Hosanna in the highest! 
 
…and whose story of victory we celebrate at this table: 
Dying, you destroyed our death; rising, you restored our life. 
Lord Jesus, come in glory! 

 
 THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND COMMUNION  

(Please come forward by the center aisle to receive and partake the bread and individual 
cups, then return to your seat by the side aisles.) 

 
 PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION 
 

WWee  GGoo  OOuutt  ttoo  SSeerrvvee  OOuurr  CCaallll  
 
+HYMN (insert) “I Need Thee Every Hour” NEED 
 
+CHARGE & BENEDICTION 
 
+POSTLUDE “Lord, I Want to Be a Christian” Charles Callahan 

 

STONE CHURCH WELCOMES YOU TO WORSHIP 
October 1, 2023 ~ World Communion Sunday ~ 10:30 a.m. 

 
The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ, 

engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow 
as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God. 

 
All the People, Ministers 

 
Stone Presbyterian Church Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor 
PO Box 33, 8 South Park Row G. Roberts Kolb, Director of Music  
Clinton, New York 13323 Gerald G. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 
315-853-2933 Janice LeFrois, Office Administrator 
stonepres@stonepres.org Lee Kelso, Sexton 

www.stonepres.org ~ www.facebook.com/stonepres 
www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
A Short Commentary on Today’s Epistle Lesson 

 

To those in Philippi, an imperial colony, patriotically loyal to the Emperor 

(Nero), this poem praises an anti-hero. The claim that God had exalted Jesus to 

a status above all others, and that beings in all creation would proclaim him 

“Lord” would sound like a bad joke at best, and a dangerous act of disloyalty at 

worst. To Paul and his followers in Philippi, however, Jesus is Lord, even of 

Nero, the Roman Emperor. They willingly—if not also with “fear and 

trembling”—gave their ultimate loyalty to Jesus as their Lord. The Philippian 

patriots could not intimidate them, even if it meant that the Philippians would 

suffer like Paul and Jesus. When we read this poem in the context of a contest 

between a patriotic, imperial faith and faith in Jesus as Lord, this poem is a 

relevant witness to us today…. Paul has placed this poem about the faithfulness 

of Jesus as our Lord at the center of his reminder to the Philippians, and us, to 

“work out our deliverance with fear and trembling,” confident that God is 

present in us to enable us “to will and to work for God’s goodwill.” 

 

                                                                                               David Lull, “Process & Faith” 
   http://processandfaith.org/resources/lectionary-commentary/yeara/2014-09-28/proper-21 

 

 


