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Summer Worship ~ 9:30 a.m. 
 

 
July 2, 2023 – 5th Sunday after Pentecost – The Lord’s Supper 
Dr. G. Roberts Kolb preaching 

 
 July 9, 2023 – 6th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Lauralyn Kolb preaching 

 
July 16, 2023 – 7th Sunday after Pentecost  
Dr. G. Roberts Kolb preaching 

 

July 23, 2023 – 8th Sunday after Pentecost 
Dr. G. Roberts Kolb preaching 

 
July 30, 2023 – 9th Sunday after Pentecost  
Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 

 

August 6, 2023 – 10th Sunday after Pentecost – The Lord’s Supper 
Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 

 
 August 13, 2023 – 11th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Guest preacher 

 
August 20, 2023 – 12th Sunday after Pentecost 
Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 

 

August 27, 2023 – 13th Sunday after Pentecost 
Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 

 

September 3, 2023 – Labor Day Weekend 

Ecumenical Service on the Village Green 

Bring a lawn chair (or two)! 
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The Dog Days of Summer 
“A perfect summer day is when the sun is shining, the breeze is blowing, the birds are singing, and 
the lawnmower is broken.”--James Dent 
 
One again we come to our summer issue of the newsletter where we cover both July and August.  
Originally, the months in the ancient Roman calendar were Quintilis and Sextilis, which were 
Latin for “fifth” and “sixth” months of the year back when March was the first month of the year.  
To placate the populus after the popular Julius Caesar was assassinated in 44 BCE, though, the 
Roman Senate renamed Quintilis to Julius in his honor, since it was the month he was born in.  
Then in 8 BCE, after Julius's grandnephew Augustus defeated Marc Antony and Cleopatra, and 
became emperor of Rome, the Roman Senate decided that he too should have a month named 
after him. He chose Sextilis because it was the time of several of his great triumphs, including the 
conquest of Egypt.  After that, no more changes in the names of the months. 
 
The ancient Romans also noticed that the hot, humid days of summer corresponded to when the star Sirius (which means 
“scorching”) would appear in the sky just before the sun.  Because it was the brightest star in the sky and part of the 
constellation Canis Major (the “Great Dog”), they referred to this period (about July 3 to August 11) as “dies caniculares” 
or “days of the dog star,” which was eventually translated as just “dog days.” 
 
While the “dog days of summer” can have a negative connotation due to the uncomfortableness of the heat and humidity, 
we here in Central New York look forward to it:  the grilling outside, playing in the pool, and napping in a hammock.  My 
family certainly will be enjoying it.  Our youngest, Stephanie, comes with her family from their new home in 
Mountainview, CA for a few days after the Fourth of July.  A week after she leaves, her sister, Leanne and her family 
come to visit from Boulder, CO.  It’s a few weeks of kids and grandkids along with the ones we have here with our sons 
Bob and Jesse.  It will be a fun-filled, exhausting time and one I will cherish (perhaps along with some Ben-Gay and 
ibuprofen). 
 
In between the girls’ visits, Helen and I go to northern Ohio and meet up with two of my best friends from high school, 
Mike and Dave, to attend a memorial service for another friend ours, Becky, who also happened to be Mike’s first wife.  
The past few years the four of us have done a monthly Zoom call to stay in touch, particularly as Becky was fighting 
COPD from years of smoking (you may have seen her in CDC anti-smoking campaigns on TV).  It will be a poignant time 
as we look back in our lives and Becky’s while also cherishing the time we will have together that weekend.   
 
Consequently, I will not be at Stone Church for almost all of July and I thank Rob Kolb who will be filling in for pulpit 
supply for three Sundays and his wife Lauralyn for another.  We are blessed to have such people in our congregation to do 
so, since getting outside preachers is getting harder and harder to do, as Donna Goodfriend will tell you. 
 
Then in mid-August I plan to tag along with Helen and our kids’ grandmother, Peggy Miller, to visit a niece in Savannah, 
GA, and her children where I am sure I will experience the dog days of summer (and why air conditioning was invented)! 
 
Through it all, I will be grateful to God for all the blessings I have with a sense of obligation to help others who may be 
going through more difficult struggles.  For in the shadow of the great Augustus Caeser was born a man of humble 
beginnings in a poor foreign-occupied country who, despite his divine nature, always reached out to those at and even 
outside the margins of society, all while praising God. 
 
And I am pleased that as a Matthew 25 church, not only will worship continue but also all our acts that come from it, 
including the Country Pantry, Hope House, the Fair Trade Shop (out on the green for the weekly Farmers’ Market on 
Thursdays), and, most recently, our “adoption” of an immigrant family from the Congo, who really need our help.   
 
And while I won’t complain having a month off from writing a column, I continue to most grateful for the responses we 
continue to receive from our newsletter, both in what it has meant to people and to those who have donated generously to 
support our missions and now also for our new roof that we need, even though they themselves may never be able to sit in 
our sanctuary due to time, distance, or health.  To support that which is beyond you, to be grateful for others good works, 
and to have glad and generous hearts is to be part of a community of faith, united in our love of God and neighbor in all 
that we do and say.  And doggone it, that’s what it’s all about! 
 
Shalom, 

 



 

 The Corner Stone                             Page  3  

            Historical Period Revisited---A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 

 

MEET JEAN SUSKIEWICH WHITING AND WENDY SUSKIEWICH 

 

 Sisters Jean and Wendy are from New Haven, CT and grew up in West 
Haven. Their grandparents moved to America in 1923. Their grandfather was 
from the Ukraine and their grandmother from Poland. For years their 
grandfather was the head chef at George and Harry’s restaurant near the 
campus of Yale University. 

 Jean suffered from scoliosis of the lower spine and at age 17 in 1975. She 
needed an operation to insert a rod for support of the spine. From home, Jean 
was able to earn a certificate of accounting and one for medical transcription.  

              Wendy and Jean 

Younger sister Wendy enlisted in the Air Force where she served for 8 years. She became a Russian linguist, 
learning the language while stationed in California. Then Wendy was sent to Berlin, Germany where she 
served  for 5 years as Staff Sgt. and it was before the time that Ronald Reagan had wanted Russia to take 
down that wall. When Wendy returned to CT she worked as a short order cook for 2 ½ years before working 
for a general accident insurance co. Later she moved to Boonville hired by Blue/Cross Blue/Shield working 
for 29 years and retiring on Sept. 22, 2022. 

 Meanwhile Jean had moved to Lumberton, North Carolina using her skills in medical transcription for 
Lockheed Martin. Later she moved to Boonville to be with Wendy.  Jean did various work in Liverpool 
which included coding for immediate service mailing for 5 years for the post office. 

 Both sisters moved to Clark Mills when Jean worked for Fiserv encoding checks for 11 years and retiring in 
2013. By June 20l5, Jean needed more surgery that required inserting a titanium cage that was needed to 
support the rod that was previously done as a teenager in 1975. 

 With both of them retired, just recently in January 2023, they found a home to rent at 154 Paris Rd. in New 
Hartford. They are very pleased with this decision because their landlord, Judge Virkler, prefers to maintain 
the yard work and the snowplowing.  

 Wendy and Jean are joining Stone Church by transfer of letter from their respective churches. Jean attended 
Cross Point Baptist Church 15 years. Wendy was active at the Stittville United Methodist church for 20 
years. Wendy served as a liturgist and on one Sunday she did the whole worship service for the minister 
while he was on vacation. 

 Over the years, Jean and Wendy looked out for one another through good times and some rough times. They 
are a delight to visit with and to get to know. We are pleased that Jean and Wendy wish to join Stone 
Church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget the Fair Trade Shoppe is at 

the Farmers Market on the Village Green 

every Thursday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
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                                    JULY/AUGUST 2023 MISSION  

                                                            

 

With all that has kept us at Stone Church busy this year, we as a congregation have not connected our responsibilities as 
peacemakers to one of the standard Presbyterian USA Offerings. So, soon after we reconvene in September, we will con-
sider and support the Peace and Global Witness Offering.  For those of you who want additional specifics, I believe the 
offering will be on September 17 with Sept. 24 as a back-up date. This offering is a bit different than other of the Presby-
terian offerings in that not all of the funds collected are sent to the Presbyterian Church USA headquarters in Louisville. 

A gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering promotes the peace of Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injus-
tice across the world. Individual congregations are encouraged to utilize up to 25% of this offering to support an activity 
connected to discarding division and embracing global connections; 25% is offered for ministries of peace and reconcilia-
tion by other Presbyterian agencies - such as the Utica Presbytery; and the remaining 50% of this offering is used by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence through collaborative projects of 
education and Christian witness. 

Upon reading this information regarding this offering I immediately thought of both The Fair Trade Shoppe’s mission and 
our support of the refugee family we have adopted through The Center. As Christians, we need to feel that the person next 
to us and all people around us and the whole of mankind have access to rights and to dignity. These human beings are part 
of God’s world and as such need to have basic opportunities, support and clear and open access to human rights. 

Included in the Peacemaking materials to be used with congregations is a sermon by the Rev. Raúl Felipe Santiago-
Rivera. Titled “Transforming Words Into Living Testimony,” the message is based on Isaiah 55:12: “For you shall go 
out in joy and be led forth in peace.” What follows are excerpts from this sermon that seem most appropriate for sum-
mer reflection prior to our September Peace and Global Witness offering.  I would hope Rev. Santiago-Rivera’s thoughts 
will give each of you a place to start as you consider how Peace and Global Witness applies to you and to Stone Church 
members and friends.  

“Through sermons, homilies, bible studies and conversations, we nourish our being, we know more about the gospel, and 

we form our idea of what it means to serve Jesus Christ. However, that preparation is incomplete if we stay in the shrines. 
To complete the experience of faith, we must go from the comfort of the temples to the street, the people and the 
needy.” 

“…we are global witnesses of the healing power of Christ when we willfully, deliberately and gratefully, not under com-
pulsion or obligation, share the grace received by providing food to the hungry through the hunger program—not sharing 
our leftovers or a doggie bag from the restaurant. But intentionally and willingly sharing the grace we have received by 
purchasing food, seeds and tools so the people of God may eat today and tomorrow. It is not the same to give the hungry 
the leftovers from dinner than to have them join us at the table for dinner. That is how we become global witnesses.” 

“We are global witnesses of God’s grace and mercy when our words and actions focus on rejecting and correcting injus-

tice, when our words and actions are directed at eradicating poverty, and when our words and actions seek solutions 
through reconciliation for peace. Looking for reconciliation to the problems and issues and not at who is to blame for 
the problems is the living testimony of a global witness. We are global witnesses of God’s love when we become peace-
makers.” 

“Each one of us, by helping each other in our missions, sharing resources, gifts and talents with those who walk, and with 
those who do the mission, transform our words into living testimony. We see this living testimony through the mission 
carried out through the Peace & Global Witness Offering, an offering that is directly and intentionally dedicated to eradi-
cating poverty, doing justice and reconciling the people’s peace. Let’s get out of our comfort zone and share the grace we 
have received with God’s people. Let us turn our faith, prayers, words and resources into a living testimony of God’s love. 
That when we go out into the world, … may our words become actions demonstrating the living testimony of redemp-
tion, peace and justice to the world that we go out to serve.” 

Have a peaceful and happy summer. 

Mary Ann 
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                                       REFUGEE DAY IN UTICA 
 

Saturday, June 3rd was a beautiful day for our refugee family.  Emily Hughes with Helen and Scott Leonard 
took them to Utica’s Hanna Park to celebrate World Refugee Day.  The Center had arranged entertainment, 
craft booths, food trucks and games.  We found a picnic table—supplied with art paper, crayons and chalk.  
We sampled Chobani products and Vietnamese food.  It was a joyful day!! 

THANK YOU for your prayers, cards, phone calls, emails and texts.  I truly appreciate your 

thoughtfulness.   Your kindness has helped me in this very sad time. 

The congregation of the Augusta Presbyterian Church, along with guests from 

nearby churches, observed their 225th anniversary of being founded Sept 7, 

1797.  People talked about the history of the church, with a special visit by 

Orlo Bartholmew, pastor from 1836-64, portrayed by Scott Leonard. 

THE CHURCH NOW HAS AN AED (Automated External Defibrillator). An AED is used in 

case of a medical emergency to help those experiencing cardiac arrest. It is sophisticated , yet easy to use. It 

analyzes the person’s heart rhythm and if necessary will deliver an electric shock, or defibrillation, to help 

the heart to reestablish an effective rhythm. 

A cabinet for the AED has been ordered and it will be placed in the rear of the sanctuary so it is easy to see 
and access. We are in the process of arranging for a certified trainer to come to the Church to provide in-
structions on how to properly use it when needed. When arrangements have been made for the trainer to 

come we will inform the congregation and anyone who is interested may attend. We hope this device is 
something we never need to use but it is certainly good that is available. 
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HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following; 

SMALL SHAMPOO, SMALL CONDITIONER, RAZORS and LOTION.  Any 

donation that you designate for food or personal needs will be greatly appreciated.  Any 

questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (315-853-8289) or ceilgilbert@yahoo.com 

COUNTRY PANTRY:  In preparation for summer vacation, The Country Pantry would like 
donations of peanut butter & jelly, mac & cheese, applesauce, canned fruit, or kid friendly foods such as 
ramen noodles, snack bars, cereal, raisins and canned pasta. 

Donations may be brought on any Sunday but especially the 3rd Sunday of the month which is designated 
for the pantry. 

THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:  Come and see what wonderful treasures you can find in our 

delightful peddler’s cart!  It was lovingly constructed by one of our parishioners to 

transport items from our Fair Trade Shop to the Farmer’s Market each Thursday during the 

summer months.  The color of each stone in our 7 Vibes Bracelet from Colombia 

represents a different vibrational color energy.  Red is for security; orange is for creativity; 

yellow is for self-confidence; green is for compassion;  turquoise is for communication;  

blue is for wisdom;  and purple is for enlightenment.  Azure glass beads artfully wrapped in 

white metal wire form the pendants of our striking Blue Rhapsody Earrings from India.  

These and MANY, MANY MORE uniquely handcrafted gift items from 38 different 

countries can be found at our FAIR TRADE SHOP, STONE PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH, 8 SO. PARK ROW, CLINTON.  Our regular hours are 10am to 4pm 

every Thursday, SECOND SATURDAYS AND EVERY THURSDAY AT THE 

FARMER’S MARKET ON THE VILLAGE GREEN DURING THE SUMMER 

MONTHS.  Purchasing fair trade items ensures artisans and small farmers fair wages 

and healthy working conditions, providing dignity, sustainable development and hope 

for marginalized people.  LET US BE YOUR GO-TO GIFT SHOP!  Visit us at 

https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or www.facebook.com/

buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Stone Church has implemented a new online 
giving tool called Givelify that is also available 
as an app on your smart mobile device.  Check 
it out on our web page.   
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July 

4 -    Michele Christeler 

11  -  Sherry Robinson 

19  -  James Zuchowski 

         Matthew Zuchowski 

20  -   Jeffrey Kolb 

            Jessie Coe 

23  -   Jack Altdoerffer 

26  -   Trisha Harris 

28  -   Elizabeth Smith 

29  -   Hans Peter Christeler, Jr. 

 

 

August 

1 -   Kristen Goodfriend 

5 -   Lauralyn Kolb 

        Heather Bagnall 

7 -    Trudi Christeler 

9 -    Jonathan LaFont 

11  -  Susan Forbes 

13  -  Clayton Whittemore   

         David Blanks 

16  -   David Forbes 

19  -   Lora Schilder 

21  -   Germaine Gogel 

22  -   Rob Kolb 

23 -  Barabara Greene 

24  -   Linda Rance 

         Debbie Zuchowski 

25  -   Richard Raitt 

         John Menard 

         Caitlyn Copfer 

26  -   Joe Pavlot 

         Ken Coe 

27  -   Pam Blanks 

29  -   Sarah Machold 

   

JULY/AUGUST BIRTHDAYS PRAYER REQUEST 

 

Mary Chamberlain & Family 

Emily Massi & Family 

Chris Conley 

Linda & Hal Rance 

Tanya Hamshar’s Brother-in-Law & Nephew 

The LaFont Family 

Patsy Glista & Family 

Trish Harris & Family 

Andrew Bering 

Louise Wrate 

Bob 

Daniel Kolb and Family 

  

     HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!! 

                                       July 
 7-09  -05       David & Jennifer Goodfriend 

 7-15-89         Tom & Ewa Lawrence 

                              August 

 8-19-84       Scott & Helen Leonard 

 8-27-65         John & Mary Ann Stiefvater 

                  HAPPY BIRTHDAY,  

                 TRUDI CHRISTLER! 

Trudi will be 99 on August 7th!  If you wish to send her a 

card (which she would love),  her address is: 

                 

                 222 Homewood Dr 

                 Clinton, NY  13323 
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Want to see what else is on the 
calendar?   You don’t have to call 
the office.  Go to our home web 
page - stonepres.org, and click on 
the “Calendar” tab at the top or on 
the calendar icon. 

DON’T FORGET THE DEACONS! 
 

Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of each 

month. All of the loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons - Linda Rance, 

Judy LaGasse, Bev Miller, Mary Chamberlain, Trish Harris, 

Emily Hughes & Barbara Greene. 

                   MESSAGE FROM THE MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 

Our refurbished/relocated History Room is nearly complete. We do need some things to finish up. 

     To Do List: 

             1.  Official Door Lettering 

             2.  Lamp with magnified ability to read handwriting 

             3.  Framing of selected events 

             4.  Visitor’s Book 

 

We anticipate to officially open in the Fall to coincide with the publication of “The View From The 

Steeple” by Midge Bakos. 
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WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!  Please note that per capita payments for 2023 are now being 

readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is $45.00 per member. The church is assessed this amount 

for each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the cost of our representative democracy as a 

church and supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly. Please con-

sider sending your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclos-

ing it in with your pledge envelope. It is helpful if you pay the per capita explicitly even if  it comes from your 

overall financial commitment to the church for the year.  Thank you in advance for your help. 

SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS - June 12, 2023 

Our committee of Ministry liaison from presbytery, Pastor Michael Yeoman was a guest at our meeting to 
talk about his role with us. He works with seniors for bible study and facilitates one of them that is held dur-
ing the week. He showed us a video and then we had a discussion period. The one thing he noted was that so-
cialization was the biggest thing among widows that seemed to be important.  He also made us aware of an 
innovated outreach grant that could be used and he was asked to send us the material for the grant information 
for the Learning Academy.  He replied that he would forward it to Scott Leonard. 

 Sherry Robinson, our clerk, noted that letters of transfer for membership had been mailed to Crosspoint Bap-
tist Church, Oriskany, NY for Jean Whitney and Stittville United Methodist Church, Stittville, NY Wendy 
Suskiewich. 

 Donna Goodfriend from the worship, education and team said she received a text from Rob Kolb that he can 
do pulpit supply July 2, 16, & 13.  Lauralyn Kolb will do the 9th in July. 

 The Fair Trade Shoppe had to cancel June 8th selling at the Farmer’s Market due to smoke from the Canadian 
fires and they made $300 on the Saturday of the Hamilton Alumni reunion. 

 The treasurer’s report showed that all accounts are balanced and the roof account is increasing. 

 Mary Ann Stiefvater reported that our book of Midge Bako’s columns is not yet at the final stages. It has re-
quired a lot of detail changes. 

Donna Goodfriend reported about the Presbytery meeting where Linda Russell informed the group that the 
Korea peace campaign needs 33,000 signatures. Donna will take care of getting your signatures so that you 
can sign if you wish.  

 Under new business Donna reported that she had met with Miguel at The Center and later took the refugee 
family that we co-sponsor shopping and did some laundry. There are quite a few in the church helping this 
new family become oriented to their new home and surroundings or donating things that they may need.   

Sadie says “Sometimes you 
just have to stop and smell 
the wildflowers!” 
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 DEACONS CORNER 
 

                                                When The Whole World Sings 

 
A commercial jingle of the 1970’s inspired a generation.  Created as part of a Coca Cola ad 

campaign, “The Real Thing” became a full length song.  The most successful group, New 

Seekers from Britain recorded “I’d Like to Teach the World to Sing” and it topped music 

charts worldwide. 

 

The three songwriters told interviewers that they had a desire to teach people to sing with 

heart and harmony’ 

 

Look this summer for opportunities to teach this song  and listen for the harmony. 

  

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK ANYONE AND EVERYONE who participated in 

any way with our Drive-Thru Pie Sale on June 10th, 2023.  We were able to raise a total of $1,589 to be used for 

the new church roof.  The weather was great and we sold out of pies by 1:30 p.m.  We would also like to thank 

Hannafords for donating some of the ingredients.  We are looking forward to our Fall pie sale. 

Women’s Association 

Ceil Gilbert, Sec./Treas. 
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To see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 

  

    Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

     Cell: 315-723-7420 
     Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

     Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                    Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

                Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                           Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

                Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

                Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

                www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

                www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

                                         Summer Worship 9:30 a.m. in person, streamed & recorded on Facebook Live 

                                   Church Office Summer hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. M,W,Th & F—Closed on Tuesday 

Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Midge Bakos, Bev Miller & 

Donna Goodfriend and who have folded, taped 

and labeled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the September 
newsletter is Tuesday, August 22nd. 
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