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= 6 b ¥ The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ,

(Us A engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow
5 as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.
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June 4, 2023 — Trinity Sunday — The Lord’s Supper

Genesis 1:1-2:4a  The Creation Story

Psalm 8 How majestic is God’s name in all the earth!

2 Corinthians 13:11-13  Put things in order

Matthew 28:16-20 The Great Commission.

Sermon: “The End of the Beginning” — Pastor Scott Leonard preaching

June 11,2023 — 2" Sunday after Pentecost

Genesis 12:1-9  Call of Abram to Canaan

Psalm 50:7-15 Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving

" Romans 4:13-25 Abraham showed righteousness of faith
Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26 Miracles of healing

June 18, 2023 — 3" Sunday after Pentecost

Genesis 18:1-15 A4 son is promised to Abraham and Sarah
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 What shall I return to the Lord?

Romans 5:1-8 We are justified by faith.

Matthew 9:35-10:8 The call and mission of the twelve apostles.
The Rev. LaDana Clark preaching

{4 June 25, 2023 — 4™ Sunday after Pentecost

\/I\ Genesis 21:8-21 Hagar and Ishmael sent away

|| Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17 A petition for God to listen to our cries
Romans 6:1b-11  We have died and risen with Christ.
Matthew 10:24-39 Jesus teaches with “hard sayings.”
Sermon: “It's All Relative” — Pastor Scott Leonard preaching
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Anything But Ordinary THE PASTOR'S

This month we begin Ordinary Time in our lectionary cycle. As I have discussed in previous
years, “ordinary time” here means “ordered time.” Basically, we are counting the Sundays from
Pentecost, which concluded the season of Easter at the end of May this year, through Christ the
King (or Reign of Christ) Sunday, which this year is at the end of November, with the season of
Advent beginning the first Sunday in December. Thus, in Year of Our Lord 2023, all 26 Sundays
(half a year!) from June through November are outside a liturgical season.

But since at least the 10™ century, and codified by Pope John XII in 1334, the Sunday after
Pentecost has been celebrated as Trinity Sunday. Unlike other festivals in the church’s liturgical
calendar, Trinity Sunday centers on a doctrine of the church, rather than an event. It celebrates the unfathomable mystery
of God’s being as Holy Trinity. And yet, it was not always so.

In the early days of the church, the focus was on the Good News of Jesus Christ both in proclaiming it and practicing it.
Though the writers of the New Testament wrote about the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, they did not expound on
exactly how they three were related, in part because everyone expected Jesus to return “any day” and so some of the
details were not that important to them. But as time went on and the word spread in different branches around the known
world, people began to try to define the relationship and did so in different ways—all in an attempt to reconcile the belief
in one God with Jesus as God’s son and the Holy Spirit coming from God also. Here are some of the more prominent:

Adoptionism: Jesus was a supremely virtuous man who was adopted by and granted divinity by God; at either Jesus’
baptism, death, or ascension; when the Holy Spirit descended upon him. Jesus derives no personality from God.
(Theodotus of Byzantium was its prominent exponent in late 200s.)

Docetism: Jesus only seemed to have a physical body and to physically die, but in reality he was incorporeal, a pure
spirit. (Origin unclear, started around 200.)

Sabellianism: The three persons of the Trinity are three modes, conditions or aspects of God; in the same sense that
the sun is round, hot and bright. Thus, God the Father suffered on the Cross. (Started by Sabellius, a priest in the
early 200s in Rome.)

Arianism: The Father, Son and Holy Spirit are three different essences (Greek, ousiai). The Son and Holy Spirit were
created by the Father, and are secondary and subordinate to him (demigods). They are different in substance
(heteroousios) to the Father. (Started by Arius, a presbyter, around 318 in Alexandria, Egypt.)

Trinitarism: The Father, Son and Holy Spirit are one essence or substance (Greek, homoousios, Latin, subsantia), but
three individual entities (Greek, hupostasis, Latin, personae). (Formulated by Alexander, a priest in Alexandria,
Egypt who opposed Arius, and then picked up by Athanasius.)

At the Council of Nicaea in 325 and further expanded upon and definitized at the Council of Constantinople in 381 the last
was adopted as orthodoxy (Greek, “right praise”) and the others as heresy. Arianism still had a strong hold in that time
period, though, even being adopted by the Roman Emperor Constantine, who converted to Christianity and started the
empire down that road. But a couple of emperors later, the Trinity doctrine ruled. And despite other differences is
accepted today by Orthodox, Catholic, and most Protestant churches (there are always exceptions).

But the doctrine is, admittedly, an inference. The scriptures do not have a fully developed systematic theology. And even
if they did, it would still be a mystery as we the finite cannot fully comprehend the infinite. And that is OK. To people
quantum physics is a mystery beyond their full comprehension, but they accept it because of the testimony of others. |
have even used it as analogy for the Trinity with God as electromagnetic radiation: if perceived one way it looks like
particles (photons), analogous to God Incarnate, and if perceived another way looks like waves (for example, through a
prism), analogous to God the Spirit. But you can only perceive one or the other—not both at the same time. The same
substance, but different persona.

Now, it is easy to pick apart the analogy, but then is an analogy—not an explanation. Like many others you have heard
over the years, it is meant to give us enough insight to say, “I don’t fully understand it, but I can see how it might be.”
And that is really the definition of faith. It does not mean we blindly accept something or that we don’t continue to
question and search for answers, but that we humbly acknowledge our limitations and trust in the grace and love of God.

In the name of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit,

A
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Historical Period Revisited---A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past

WAR MEETING HELD AT STONE CHURCH TUES. EVE., SEPT. 23%" 1862

There has been a sign in our display cabinet depicting these above title words but I never
- could find the material to explain it until the archives were moved upstairs to a more

|| convenient place. In my resorting I finally found some material that would be helpful. I

| also had been assuming that the meeting took place at our present church and it finally

| dawned on me that the Old Stone Church burned in 1877 thus the “Union War Meeting”
' had to have taken place in the Old Church.

There was to be a presentation made by Othniel Williams our local judge besides some

g Ul business details. First O.S. Williams gave a report on the Bounty fund and recruiting of
volunteers. EV1dently $3,597 had been subscribed and $2,692 had been collected leaving a balance of $905 outstanding. He
asked for quick payment so the committed could close the books on this account. The quota for volunteers for Kirkland was
130 and 131 were enlisted. “It was a satisfaction to know that we had done our duty and we have no fears of the draft in any
event.” The report was received with applause!

For the Presentation, I will highlight some of it due to the length of it. Both Rev. Holbrook and Othniel Williams took part.
Rev. Holbrook began with saying we honor you Mr. Stewart this night not that we expect to increase your courage but to
honor the glorious cause which you are engaged. Rev. Holbrook presented the uniform as a token of respect from a large
number of friends, many of whom were endeared to him by the pleasant relations of the Sabbath School, and as a testimony to
the esteem in which they held him for his moral worth and many virtues, which they trusted would shine as brightly and be as
potential for good in the camp as they had been in the more peaceful relations of life. In God’s name, do not let us be afraid of
the conflict, for it can end in the triumph of justice and right.

Hon. O.S. Williams then presented the Lieutenant with a beautiful sword, sash, and belt. He said “You have been presented
with a uniform and it only remains for you to gird on the sword. Draw it boldly, strike with it manfully for the Constitution
and the Union, and though scarred on many a well fought battlefield, may you return with it to your home with honor.“ He
closed by charging him solemnly and earnestly to watch over and care for the young men who had enlisted to go with him
from this place.

Lieutenant Stewart replied to those eloquent words that he was reminded of a scripture where it is written “Let him that girded
on his armor not boast as he that putteth it off” but he would try to do his duty.

Stewart was a Hamilton College grad, and went to serve with the 146™ New York Volunteer Infantry. He fought through
many of the early campaigns and rose to the rank of Captain. He was later captured in action at Weldon Railroad, Virginia in
August of 1864 when a detachment of the Regiment under his command passed through a gap in the Confederate line and
before it could get back was surrounded and captured. He spent the next year or so in Danville Prison. He was later paroled
and discharged in May of 1865.

Note: Robert Tegart did the original research while he lived in Clinton and sent it to Ellie Sypher in 1996. I was fortunate to
find it in our files about a month ago.

Midge Bakos
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JUNE 2023 MISSION

Here I Come, Ready or Not

As an active member of Stone Church for over 30 years, I have seen the normal ebb and flow of church interest
and activities. But clearly, over the last few months, Stone Church‘s wonderful members and friends have ex-
celled in meeting life’s challenges to a far greater degree than ever before. I don’t think there is any challenge,
any crisis that would be ignored or labeled, “too much for us to handle.”

My considering the spirit and energy of Stone Church has coincided with the change of the calendar from May
to June. Once the calendar shows June getting closer and closer, I think of the hide and seek refrain “Here 1
come, ready or not.” It always seems that June with its warmer weather, lovely long days, and abundance of
activities is always upon us before I am truly ready to change into a June-paced person.

This is particularly true when June is viewed through the lens of activities at Stone church. The pace is going to
changes after June: Church is generally held at an earlier hour; our minister, Scott, should take some well-
deserved time off and our services will be a bit different than usual; and sometimes the organist and music can
vary. And, yes, there often are other differences. The bulletins are smaller and more generic; attendance can be
both better and worse; and we tend to have fewer “after church” programs.

None of these things are bad or difficult, so why the need to change into a June-paced person? Well, personally,
I want to be ready to accept the changes to the comfortingly familiar while at the same time working to make
sure that I don’t leave behind my deep appreciation for God’s loving care and support. I also fervently hope not
to neglect my responsibilities to support those who need a little or a lot, regardless of my convenience or the
number of reminders offered throughout the weeks.

And similar to the chant of “Here I Come, Ready or Not” I want to be ready for anything. Just because June
seems challenging to me does not mean that I have a readymade excuse to relegate important tasks to a “later
when I feel like it.” Whether it be The Country Pantry, Presbyterian Disaster Relief, Ukrainian Relief, Hope
House, The Center, the Fair Trade Shoppe, a member of our congregation, a loved one, or just a newcomer who
is having a difficult time, there is a good chance that some way, some time, somehow, we should make an ef-
fort. And Stone Church has shown over and over that it is ready for challenge. READY OR NOT, WE WILL
COME.

ATTENTION!!

Don’t forget that starting on June 1st the
Fair Trade Shoppe is at the Farmers
Market on the Village Green every
Thursday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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ONCE AGAIN it was a “Red Letter Day” as we celebrated Pentecost and the Holy Spirit coming down like
“tongues, as of fire”! We thank Donna Goodfriend for once again “painting the church red” in celebration!

COMMUNITY COLLECTION DAY: Thanks all who helped with the Community collection

day. The donations are very much needed and appreciated. The number of food items collected, for the Country
Pantry, according to Mary Zimbler, was 628! We collected $1,922.51 total of which $511.00 was from the bake

sale will also go to the Country Pantry!
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HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST: This month’s wish list includes the following; ope

GLOVES, SMALL SHAMPOO, SMALL CONDITIONER, RAZORS and LOTION. Any ouse
donation that you designate for food or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any w
questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (315-853-8289) or ceilgilbert@yahoo.com

COUNTRY PANTRY: They continue to be in need of all food items (and let’s not forget the pets).
and are grateful for your generosity. Session has designated the third Sunday of the month as our food donation
Sunday and ask that everyone bring something to worship that day. And to help remind you, we will send out
an email to all the week before!

THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE: Summer, summer, summertime! June is the month when it finally

starts to feel like summer. It’s also the month for graduations, weddings, showers, engagement parties and

other gatherings. We have a large selection of handmade gifts for all occasions. The
rounded forms of our hand-carved and sanded Acacia Wood Salad Set
(from the Philippines) feel great in the hand and look gorgeous on the
P table. The set includes one large serving bowl, six salad bowls and a 12”

= salad server. Perfect for napkins, condiments, utensils and other kitchen

& tools, our smooth Mango Wood Tabletop Caddy features four even
compartments to store all your tabletop necessities and it is hand-carved by
artisans in India. Don’t wait for a blue moon to capture your thoughts! Tuck our Blue Moon
Leather Journal from India into your bag to inspire your next sketch, drawing, poem, list or daily musings.
Even the paper is handmade which makes everything that happens between its pages feel extra special. Its
dimensions are 5” long x 6” wide. These and MANY, MANY MORE uniquely handcrafted gift items from 38
different countries are available at our FAIR TRADE SHOP, STONE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 8 SO.
PARK ROW, CLINTON. Our hours are 10am to 4pm every Thursday in the shop, SECOND
SATURDAYS, AND EVERY THURSDAY, STARTING JUNE 1°7, 2023, AT THE FARMER’S
MARKET ON THE VILLAGE GREEN IN CLINTON. Purchasing fair trade items ensures artisans and
small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, providing dignity, sustainable development and hope
for marginalized people. LET US BE YOUR GO-TO GIFT SHOP! Visit us at https://
buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe.

Junior B Sharp Concert, benefiting
Refugee Mission of Utica

Sunday, June 4, 2023

Sijoxanl
Stone Presbyterian Church
Glintonl INIY

Recommended Donations
$10 per person
$25 per family
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PRAYER REQUEST

Chris Conley
Linda & Hal Rance
Tanya Hamshar’s Brother-in-Law & Nephew

The LaFont Family

Patsy Glista & Family

Trish Harris & Family

Ewa Lawrence & family

Kristina

Andrew Bering @
Louise Wrate

Bob

Bill Owens

Daniel Kolb and Family

PVPPPPPPIPIPIPIVIPIIVIIPIIVIIPIIYY

v HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!! ¢
: 6-25-60 Frank & Grace Whittemore :
: 6-06-70 Pete & Donna Goodfriend :
3999999999999999999"9:

DON’T FORGET THE DEACONS!

Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of
each month. All of the loose money collected on those
Sundays will go to support the ministry of the Deacons.
Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons - Linda
Rance, Judy LaGasse, Bev Miller, Mary Chamberlain,
Trish Harris, Emily Hughes & Barbara Greene.

14

16
17
19
23
29
30
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS

Krystal Pavlot
Nola Monohan
Amanda Lalonde

Simon Bishop

Christine Menard
Adam Blanks
David Kolb
Kevin Bering
Paul Joseph

Caleb Fletcher

aHa
Fad11eDPy
Day! 2

To all the father’s, dad’s, daddy’s
dada’s, Pop’s, Poppa’s...We want
to wish you a very special day!

HAPPY SUMMER!
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CONGRATULATIONS EMILY!
; e i T~

Emily Hughes does it all as we know at Stone Church. She recently was
/7 recognized as the recipient of the Rome YMCA of the Greater Tri-Valley
/ﬁ annual determination award.

Come Celebrate with The Center where we co-sponsor a refugee family. The event is for them
to get recognized in the area. It will be at Hanna Park/City Hall on Saturday, 6/03/23 from noon to 4:00

p.m. Hope to see you there!

?UT“‘“S! Want to see what else is on the calendar? You
CALENDAR! don’t have to call the office. Go to our home web
page - stonepres.org, and click on the “Calendar” tab
at the top or on the calendar icon.

ROOF LUNCHEON: On May 21st we had a luncheon as a “soft kickoff” of our roof capital cam-

paign, which you can read more about elsewhere in this newsletter. We thank John and Christine Menard
for not only organizing the lunch (as well as all who assisted), but also their tireless (tireful?) efforts on all
that has been done to date.
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SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS - May 08, 2023

Scott Leonard reported that the Community Collection Day will be held Saturday May, 13, 2023 from 9:00 a.m. — Noon. He
was able to attend the chamber breakfast at COCVAC Wed. 5/5/23 and learned that their group will do the training for the
(AED) Automated External Defibrillator which we now have available when necessary.

Wendy Suskiewich and Jean Whitney would like to join as members. When they get the name and addresses of their respec-
tive churches, we will attempt to do so by letter of transfer.

Scott received an email from Pastor Mike Yeoman from First Presbyterian Church in Oneida. The Committee of Ministry for
the Presbytery of Utica had given him the opportunity to work with Scott and our church as our liaison to the Presbytery of
Utica. Scott forwarded the questions Pastor Yeoman had to the Session to review.

In Brief: 1. What are some of the challenges or struggles the church has been facing lately? One is roofing concerns: to
create congregational and community enthusiasm and carrying out raising funds.

2. Are there any milestones up coming that we could share with other churches/members? One was the decision to
partner with the Refugee Center in helping a refugee family from Ruanda create a new life in Utica and the other is: A book, *

A View from the Steeple” containing the history of Stone Church and its connection with Hamilton College and the
community by Marjorie (Midge) Bakos. Hopefully it will be offered over the summer.

3. What knowledge/insight does the session and/or clergy find itself lacking or in need of in order to engage in effec-
tive ministry at this time? We can always use ideas regarding engaging the community to help people to feel welcome—we’ve
attracted a few new people.

4. What projects or endeavors are upcoming that might need more resources or bring questions that you’re unsure of
how to answer? Because we are an aging population, we have thought that we should have some after church lunch programs
devoted to care giving, deciding when and what services are necessary especially people who have been appreciated by other
congregations because of their positivity, thoroughness., etc.

5. What is something good or joyous happening in the life of the church that you would like to share with the presby-
tery? What is worth celebrating? It is mostly covered in question 2 but I would like to add our great music program with Rob
& Lauralyn Kolb, our wonderful minister and storytellers, and our successful great Fair Trade Shop.

Treasurer’ Report—All the accounts are balanced. The roof account is growing and a $2,500 pledge was made from someone
in the community that received one of our letters regarding a new roof. At a luncheon on May 21, more up to date information
will be given.

Property Committee—Pat Joseph with her son-in-law delivered 39 bags of mulch donated by Lowe’s to the church. We thank
Pat’s daughter Betsey for getting them.

WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA! Please note that per capita payments for 2023 are now being

readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is $45.00 per member. The church is assessed this amount
for each member on the membership roll. The per capita is the cost of our representative democracy as a church
and supports the meetings and operations of the Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly. Please consider
sending your per capita either directly to the church office (P.O. Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in
with your pledge envelope. It is helpful if you pay the per capita explicitly even if it comes from your overall
financial commitment to the church for the year. Thank you in advance for your help.
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DEACONS CORNER

As we plan our summer calendars, these are days/weeks marked for travel,
events, must do’s (car tune-up, cemetery flowers) and on occasion when
we will say the phrase, “thoughts and prayers.”

Perhaps you recall Cotton Mather, at age 20, adopted silent prayers for
each person he passed or saw. He sent to God countless under-his-breath
blessing prayers. *What a wonderful idea at the beginning of our summer!

*These Days-Spring 2023

THE WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION will be holding a DRIVE-THRU PIE SALE on Saturday,
June 10", 2023, from 10am to 2pm. We will be hoping for many donations of

D pies or monetary donations. The proceeds will go toward the expense of our new
church roof. For more information, please contact Ceil Gilbert at (315)-853-8289,
ceilgilbert@yahoo.com or Donna Goodfriend at (315)-749-4085.

Somehow, it seemed most fitting to share this sentiment in the
June 2023 Cornesrtone. The words are by Rachel Marie
Martin from findingjoy.net and these words are meant for an-

ybody and everybody. U

g'rute_fu[' Stone Church has implemented a new
online giving tool called Givelify that

today, choose to be grateful. is also available as an app on your
smart mobile device. Check it out on

today, choose to see the good. our web page.

today, choose to be love.

today, choose to see others.
today, choose to be kind.

today, choose to see opportunity.
today, choose to be a friend.
today, choose to see moments.

today, choose

be grateful, today.
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OUR ROOF NEVER LEAKS WHEN IT DOESN’T RAIN
June 2023

On Sunday, May 21, immediately after worship, we enjoyed a lovely lunch and conversation about the progress
of Stone Church’s roof project. While it would be wonderful to not worry about the roof covering the lovely inte-
rior of Stone Church, we actually do have to be concerned since it has reached the point of really needing re-
placement.

The actual roof replacement will be done in the summer of 2024, about a year from now. But since this is a large,
complex and costly undertaking, we have already put a good amount of effort and preparation into this project.

The project actually can be divided into three costs:

Engineering expenses. Nelson and Associates evaluated the roof structure to see if the roof is strong enough
to hold a new set of shingles. They found it is sufficiently strong but there are a few beams that need to be
shored up or replaced. Once the beams have been attended to and the new roof has been installed, Nelson
engineers will do a final inspection to make sure they are satisfied with the work.

Construction expenses. Dwight Dibble will do the work to fix all the beams.

Roof replacement expenses. Ken Mosher Roofing will do the actual replacement of the shingles, fabricate
and install new flashing and will recoat the parts of the roof that require that type of finish.

The total cost to pay these three major expenses will be about $45,000.

To cover these costs we have a number of options, some of which are already underway. Much planning and
work has been done and will continue by John and Christine Menard, project chair persons, and the roof project
committee.

Christine Menard has completed one the major fund raising efforts by gathering the necessary information and
completing the arduous application process to apply for a Sacred Sites Grant. This application has been submit-
ted and we will hear in September 2023 what percentage of the $15,000 we applied for we will receive.

Mary Ann Stiefvater has worked with Midge Bakos to create a book of Midge’s Cornerstone articles recounting
the founding, growth and history of Clinton, Stone Church and Hamilton College over the last 225 plus years.
Called 4 View from the Steeple, this book is in process and should be ready for sale by August 2023. Proceeds
from its sale will be applied to the roof costs.

John and Christine Menard and the roof committee embarked on a pledge campaign for Church members and
friends. As of Sunday, May 21, 2023 there has been $12,965.65 in donations and $8,440.00 in pledges for a total
of $21,405.65 towards the roof.

Sarah Miller is working on signs to use at the Farmer’s Market to raise awareness of the Roof Project and to en-
courage people to donate.

& Samples of painted roof slates have been created.

7 It is wonderful to know we are half way towards having the necessary funds for our new roof a
ﬁé_‘\ year ahead of time. But obviously t‘here’s a lqt more for us to do. We have a lot of plans: To sell
A View from the Steeple at select village retail locations and at the Farmer’s Market; to decorate
and sell church roof slates; to investigate the feasibility of hosting “donation” meals; to dedicate
proceeds from “drive-by” pie and/or bake sales to the roof project; and to create a mailing for the community
asking for support and donations for the roof project.

Thank you all for what you have done towards this project. Over the summer, we will continue to work on fund
raising and community awareness regarding our building and new roof. Please share any ideas with us. The roof
may not leak when it doesn’t rain, but Stone Church needs and is going to have a beautiful new roof in 2024.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor

Cell: 315-723-7420
Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com

Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb Clerk of Session: Sherry Robinson
Office Manager: Janice LeFrois Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos
Sexton: Lee Kelso Treasurer: Christine Menard
Office: 315-853-2933 Email: stonepres@stonepres.org
www.stonepres.org www.facebook.com/stonepres

www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. in person, streamed & recorded on Facebook Live
Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. weekdays

<

Newsletter team:

Many thanks to Midge Bakos, Donna Good-
friend and Bev Miller who have folded, taped
and labeled this issue of The Corner Stone just
for you!

Please note...

The deadline for the issue of the July/August
newsletter is Monday, June 19th.

To see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org.



