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. The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ,
(Uusad engaging in worship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow

as we reach out in caring and service, trusting in the love of God.

WORSHIP AT STONE IN MARCH

March 5, 2023 — 2" Sunday in Lent — The Lord’s Supper
Genesis 12:1-4a  The call of Abram

Psalm 121 [ lift my eyes up to the hills

Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 God’s promise is realized through faith.
John 3:1-17 Jesus and Nicodemus

Sermon: “The Search for Truth” — Pastor Scott Leonard preaching

March 12, 2023 — 3" Sunday in Lent
Exodus 17:1-7 God provides water from the rock.

Psalm 95 Do not harden your hearts.

Romans 5:1-11  We are made right with God through faith.
John 4:5-42 A Samaritan woman becomes the first evangelist.
Sermon: “Righteous Thirst” — Pastor Scott Leonard preaching

March 19, 2023 — 4" Sunday in Lent

1 Samuel 16:1-13  Samuel anoints David as king.

Psalm 23 The Lord is my shepherd.

Ephesians 5:8-14 Live as children of the light.

John 9:1-41 Jesus restores the sight of a man born blind.
Guest preacher: Dr. G. Roberts Kolb

March 26, 2023 — 5™ Sunday in Lent

Ezekiel 37:1-14 A vision of the valley of dry bones.
Psalm 130 Out of the Depths

Romans 8:6-11 Life and peace in the Spirit.

John 11:1-45 Jesus raises Lazarus.
Sermon: “Grave Situation” — Pastor Scott Leonard preaching
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The March of Time.’ THE PASTOR'S

I used to think it was odd that March was the first month of the year for the ancient Romans,
centuries before Christ. Even odder was that time period from December to March was simply
called “winter”; there was no January or February initially. But upon reflection, it did make
sense, particularly for an agrarian society. March was the beginning of spring with vernal
equinox and the days lengthened (from which we get our word Lent) so that daylight hours now
exceeded nighttime hours and people could begin planting crops.

As I’ve commented before, March, as in the name of the month, comes from Mars, the Roman
god of war, who was also the guardian of agriculture (perhaps because an army marches on its belly). But the word
“march” meaning to walk in a formal manner with measured steps at a steady rate comes from Old French word
marcher originally meaning to trample or tread underfoot. Despite being unrelated etymologically, it is interesting that
both have military affiliation.

And yet as a counterpoint, we have our season of Lent, which always covers most or all of March. This year March
covers the second through the fifth Sundays of Lent, basically the heart of the “40 days and 40 nights” (excluding
Sundays) of the season. It is a period of prayer, fasting, and self-examination in preparation for the celebration of the
resurrection of the Lord at Easter. The preparation includes us as a people and individuals to renew our faith and our
practices to become better followers and evangelists of Christ. It is preparing how we can better serve God by humbling
and giving of ourselves to others, seeing all of them as children of God and as our brothers and sisters. It is engagement
of and compassion for others—the opposite of marching as to war. It is seeking ways to love our neighbor, which
includes seeking justice for our brothers and sisters and not sitting passively by.

One way we will engage with others is with our annual ecumenical Lenten Study conducted by the Clinton Area
Ministerium, which this year will be every Wednesday evening in March (details elsewhere in the newsletter). And
while each of the clergy will moderate the discussions over the five weeks, we thank St. Mary’s Catholic Church for
hosting the study for the first time now that the pandemic has passed and they have a new priest, Fr. Bob Weber, who
has been a welcomed addition to our Ministerium.

And this year’s study will be a little different as we are going to use “The Journey-Shepherding God’s People”, a video
series funded by St. Joseph’s Pastoral Care, Inc. (Check out https://www.thejourneyvideo.com/). It was developed for
those in their third chapter of life, home-bound or separated from their faith community as means of having an online
bible study and engagement. Rev. Carol Jubenville, a recent addition to our Ministerium, was a leader in developing
this series and we are excited in using it in our 2023 Lenten study!

And in another vein of preparation and study, Donna Goodfriend, I, and the Rev. Dennis Dewey (retired kinda) are (re)
learning stories from the Gospel of Matthew for an epic storytelling on Palm Sunday afternoon, April 2, where we will
tell just over half the gospel in about an hour and a half. We did an Epic Storytelling every spring from 2007 until the
pandemic stopped us in 2020 and are pleased that we can resume with our evangelism—telling the Good News!
Hearing it all from beginning to end in one sitting gives you greater insight into Matthew’s message as a whole.

Like a spiral staircase, we cycle through the seasons as we climb the stairs of life, coming back to familiar scenes and
yet not in exactly the same place thanks to the unstoppable march of time carrying us forward. And so as we once again
reflect on Christ’s ministry, death, and resurrection, we do so in a new way each year for we are not who we were then.
But God is. And that is what we seek. To be as steadfast to God as God is to us. As Jesus fasted at the beginning of his
journey to discern how he might be faithful to God, let us also fast. Let us fast from anger and hatred. Fast from
judging others. Fast from complaining. Fast from resentment, bitterness, fighting, and quarreling. And let us fill
ourselves with kindness and love, with compassion, with gratitude, with joy, sweetness, peacemaking, and
reconciliation. And in these uncertain and divisive times, let us pray that the world might do the same. It’s about time.

Shalom,

st
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Historical Period Revisited---A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past

A GLIMPSE INTO MY EARLY LIFE AT STONE CHURCH

Stone Church was the cornerstone of my church life and it is amazing what memories come to mind. First
and foremost I remember Marguerite Converse as my first Sunday school teacher who made you feel
special. Her husband Harry served as Clerk of the Session for a time. He had been a “fresh-air child” to
this area and when he started his dairy business he and his wife continued the tradition of bringing “fresh-
air children” to their home. That first Christmas Mrs. Converse wanted me to be an angel in the play. Yes,
folks we did have a stage on the east end of the chapel (now the Norton Room) complete with red curtains
made by the women of the Friendship Club. The picture of Hezekiah Webster with Diane Seufert on his
lap gives some idea of the stage’s location. The children taking part in the play arrived early for a quick
rehearsal. The angel scene called for the curtains to be closed and I had to climb a step ladder to say my
lines. Mrs. Converse instilled confidence in you which she did that night for me.

Other wonderful teachers along the way were Mabel Newell who been an elementary teacher for a few years. Florence
Davies, a high school business teacher, took our class to Our Savior Lutheran Church for a midnight Christmas Service for a
special treat and this before our own Church’s tradition of having evening candlelight services. In the forties and fifties I recall
classes being held after church for everyone (nursery up to and including the elderly). They were held in the sectioned off
dining room, in the balcony, behind the organ, the chapel and spread around the sanctuary. After classes there was a short
service reporting on attendance for the day and Sunday School news. Young people who could play the piano took turns
playing an introductory hymn as people gathered and a couple of verses from a hymn for the short service. Joan Noble and I
shared that duty.

Our organist, Florence Jones for over 50 years requested that the organ console be moved downstairs to the left of the chancel
in 1940. The choir was moved up front in pews facing each other and perpendicular to the congregation directly in back of the
pulpit. The choir processed during the first hymn carrying the American flag and the Christian flag. Harold Wylie Jr. and Gil
Weil, not known for promptness at times, could be seen donning their robes while many in the choir were already down the
aisle. Because Gil and Harold brought up the rear, they hoped no one noticed. In 1954, Rev. Hasbrouck decided that the organ
console should be returned to the balcony. Mary Chamberlain’s father George Chamberlain redesigned the chancel as you see
it today, except for the recently placed siderails by Dwight Dibble.

Rev. Harold Wiley was a church history buff as was his predecessor Rev. Keener but Rev. Wiley took it a step further by
celebrating the church’s anniversary at least three times. But he always included the other two churches, New Hartford and
Paris also founded by Jonathan Edwards. Memorable was our 160" in 1951. The Sr. Hi girls were to help serve tea wearing
old fashioned dresses. I wore Olive Suppes’ mother’s dress for the occasion. Let’s just say it was quite an experience!

1 Youth groups, youth rallies, and youth camps played a large part in growing up in Stone Church.
i Both Rev. and Mrs. Wylie were great in leading the Jr. High and Sr. High groups Sunday evenings
at 6 P.M. They made sure the leadership was both shared and prepared to do the study and worship
§ cach Sunday evening. Again the piano playing for the music was shared among those who wished
.| to participate. The evening concluded with a bag lunch and Rev. Wylie’s famous hot chocolate.
{ Quite often while waiting for rides home, several would either bowl (take turns setting pins) and/or
i| play table shuffleboard.

Many of us had the opportunity to attend Junior High Camp at Lake Moraine or Senior High Camp
at Oak Point on the St. Lawrence and met others our age from other churches from the Utica Presbytery. The highlights of
Oak Point were evening Vespers from a hillside overlooking the St. Lawrence River, a boat ride to Thousand Islands and an
evening candlelight Communion Service. The downside was the time at Lake Moraine when a few of us had to stand at lunch
time pointing out the error of our ways for carving names on trees—humiliating to say the least-- [ was one of those who had
sinned!

The Wylies also invited the youth up to their camp in Remsen on Black River. On one such occasion Barb Stockbridge and I
got out on the floating dock. When it began moving down the river we had panicked looks on our faces and Rev. and Mrs.
Wylie never let us live that one down.

I had wonderful role models along the way in a loving Christian and faith building environment. As I have noted before, I
wanted to give back where so much love and support was given. Thank you for bringing the archives room upstairs near the
main office especially to those who had a part in moving and purchasing the new cabinets. Thank you for bringing the
archives upstairs near the main office.

Midge Bakos
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MARCH 2023 MISSION

During my upper elementary and early middle school years, Ash Wednesday and the subsequent Lenten season always made
me have a lot of questions about “religion” and particularly about what I should believe and how I should act. I was the type of
child who liked to do what I was supposed to do, but I also was partial to knowing why I should do something. My favorite
sources for what and why were adults or classmates. What I most particularly didn’t want was to figure it out myself because I
was positive there was a good chance I wouldn’t come up with the correct answer.

Unfortunately (to the young me), some things that weren’t explicitly explained, I couldn’t ignore. Oddly enough, Ash Wednes-
days when at least three quarters of the people in my classes came into school late (and it was all right that they were late), and
had dark smudges on their foreheads, required some thinking. Lateness was NEVER all right according to my teachers, so this
was a puzzle. I had asked and knew the late classmates were Catholic and that Ash Wednesday was a “holy day” so they had to
go to church from which they emerged with black smudges from ashes. As middle schoolers, that was the extent of explanation
they offered, or perhaps it was all I understood. The other confusing thing that occurred was the tremendous amount of conver-
sation regarding what people were “giving up for Lent.” [ went to church and Sunday school fairly regularly, but our minister,
my Sunday school teacher and my parents never expected me to give something up or really do much of anything special before
Easter. [ was expected to save some of my allowance to give as an Easter offering, but I did that also at Christmas, and for
UNICEF so that wasn’t anything unusual.

Ah the mysteries of the world through a child’s eyes! And now that [ am far from my childhood, I still try very hard to do what
I am supposed to do and I still like to know why. And I truly am positive I still don’t have every answer correct and much of
what I do is not what I should be doing.

Still, over the years I have learned some things. Essentially I realize there doesn’t seem to be one correct answer to “How
should I understand Lent?” Nevertheless, there are some informed ideas regarding Lent, Lenten practices and what I should
strive to do, that are worth consideration. [ would like to share some of this Lenten wisdom with the thought that you too may
find these bits serve to strengthen your understanding regarding God, Christ and Lent.

“We church people used to think of Lent as a season of penance, marked by a set of disciplines that involved “giving up”
something. The idea was to undertake some small deprivation in order to remember Christ’s fasting for forty days and nights
in the wilderness. But increasingly we are coming to view Lent less as a time of giving up and more as a time of “taking on,”
a time of preparation for the observances of Holy Week and the Resurrection by refocusing our faith through fresh commit-
ments that help us be more intentional about our spiritual life and our faith.” Dennis Dewey The Cornerstone

Let us this month continue our Lenten journey of repentance—not to beat ourselves up, but to better ourselves; to give up
anger and be filled with compassion; to give up wanting and be filled with gratitude; to give up self-centeredness and be
filled with God-centeredness and to see life not through a lens of human limitations but through a lens of God ‘s abundant
love.

When the time comes “the wolf shall live with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and
the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them.” (Isaiah 11:6) Scott Leonard The Cornerstone 3/18

Lent is a time for humble reflection, to see the log in our own eye rather than the speck in someone else’s eye, to realize that
all the answers we have to life’s questions may not be the whole story. Isaac Newton’s theories of motion worked amazingly
well, but Albert Einstein’s theories of relativity showed their limitations and shortcomings. And people changed the way they
viewed the world without giving up their basic principles. Lent is not a time for us to get ready to smugly bask in the glow of
Easter when it comes, but to do the hard work of true repentance, to see and treat all people as human beings and not as
faceless masses and stereotypes, but to be lights to the world of God’s love. Scott Leonard. The Cornerstone 3/19

In Lent, we reflect on Christ’s ministry, death, and resurrection. We are to slow down, take time, and examine our internal
spiritual lives and the way we live out our Christian faith in the world around us. Most of us have slowed down—whether we
wanted to or not! So now we should take the time to reflect on our own spiritual lives, not just for our sake but for the world
around us. What are we doing to help the poor, the broken, the disenfranchised? And not just through charitable acts and
giving, but to address the systemic and structural issues that cause and exacerbate these situations. What are we doing in
this politically and socially divisive atmosphere to reconcile with, rather than antagonize, our brothers and sisters? How do
we seek to be in community with each other even when—or particularly when—we can’t seem to find common ground? So
let us in this season of Lent reflect on how we as individuals and as a community of faith should actively engage in the world
around us and become a more relevant presence in the world, to respond to Christ’s urgent call, to be a church of action,
where God’s love, justice and mercy shine forth and are contagious. Scott Leonard. The Cornerstone 3/21

Mary Ann Stiefvater



The Corner Stone Page 5

CLINTON AREA MINISTERIUM LENTEN SERIES
g Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. at St. Mary’s Catholic Church (gym)

SHEPHERDING GOD'SPEOPLE  This year, Clinton Area Ministerium is presenting “The Journey-Shepherding God’s
People” (thejourneyvideo.com) a new 12-month video/bible study series that has been
/ produced locally and is fully funded through the generosity of St. Joseph’s Pastoral Care.
The goal is to offer this ecumenical ministry to all who value and are seeking spiritual
wellness by means of grace, hope and reassurance of God’s love. Local clergy, Rev. Carol Jubenville, Fr. John
Buehler and Fr. Tom Servatius have come together ecumenically to share a time of praise, prayer and God’s ev-
erlasting presence with the viewers.

In our Lenten series, the first three weeks we will be focusing on the video and study “Jesus Wept”; John 11: 1-
37. Why did Jesus weep? Is there more to the story than he was sad and filled with grief that his friend Lazarus
had died or was he preparing himself for the greatest sacrifice?

In last two weeks, we will prepare ourselves for Easter as we view “Celebrate the Resurrection”; John 20: 19-30.
As Christians, we will be experiencing the passion of Christ but then he rises from the dead. He lives! Our atti-
tude turns to hope and a future full of possibilities! We celebrate because those challenging and dark days of the
passion have given way to a new beginning.

After each video there will be a time of reflection moderated by one of Clinton’s clergy.

This year’s ecumenical Lenten Series will be hosted at St. Mary’s Catholic Church in the gymnasium on
Thursday evenings beginning with a light soup and bread supper at 6:00 p.m. followed by the program.

3/01/23  Rev. Carol Jubenville and Fr. Weber. St. Mary’s provides soup.
3/08/23  Deacon Patsy Glista and Rev. Jeff McArn. Others help provide soup.
3/15/23  Rev. Michael Terrell. CUMC provides soup.

3/22/23  Rev. Janet Griffiths.  St. James provides soup.

3/29/23  Pastor Scott Leonard. Stone Church provides soup

EARLY PLEDGES WANTED & APPRECIATED.

Because of heating bills, cash flow is more of a problem for our church

in the winter months (January through April) than summer months, even
during a relatively warm winter. Session is asking folks to consider giv- .
ing more of their pledge upfront, if possible. And don’t worry—we will Want to see what else is on

. the calendar? You don’t
!
keep good track of what you have paid towards your pledge! have to call the office. Go to

our home web page -
stonepres.org, and click on
the “Calendar” tab at the top
or on the calendar icon.
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HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST: This month’s wish list includes the following; ope

GLOVES, SMALL SHAMPOO, SMALL CONDITIONER, RAZORS and LOTION. Any ouse
donation that you designate for food or personal needs will be greatly appreciated. Any W
questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (315-853-8289) or ceilgilbert@yahoo.com

THE COUNTRY PANTRY would like CANNED FRUITS (NO APPLESAUCE), PEANUT
BUTTER AND PASTA SAUCE. While our monetary donations are greatly appreciated by the Country
Pantry, for 2023 we want to be more intentional about our donations of actual food items (and let’s not forget
the pets). Session has designated the third Sunday of the month as our food donation Sunday and ask that
everyone bring something to worship that day. And to help remind you, we will send out an email to all the
week before!

THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE: st. Patrick’s Day is celebrated in more countries around the world

than any other single-day national festival, largely due to America’s enthusiasm for what many consider a
holiday, although it is not an official holiday in America. Come and check out some fun
things you can purchase to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day!

Our Felted Wool Lucky Gnomes from Guatemala are wee fellows that “‘
will bring luck to your home and a smile to your face year round. I 7 Lo
‘ ‘ They have a string for hanging, but they like to sit on a shelf, too.
éJ!) ‘ o Our mystical, magical Felted Wool Unicorn has a gentle smile, a P
\.‘ =~ golden horn and a fluffy, tri-colored mane and tail. He is lovingly ‘V

hand-crafted by artisans in Guatemala also. Legend has it that
unicorns have magical powers, to heal sickness and to render poisoned water potable.
These and MANY, MANY MORE uniquely handcrafted gift items from 38 different countries can be found

at our FAIR TRADE SHOP, STONE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 8 SO. PARK ROW, CLINTON. Our
regular hours are 10am to 4pm every Thursday and SECOND SATURDAYS. Purchasing fair trade items
ensures artisans and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, providing dignity, sustainable
development and hope for marginalized people. LET US BE YOUR GO-TO GIFT SHOP! Visit us at
https://buildingstonesshoppe.square.site or www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe.

Elizabeth Crouch will be 90 on March 5th.

After leaving Brookdale, during the pandemic she DON’T FORGET THE DEACONS!

moved to an apartment. She is now staying with her

daughter and son-in-law in Sherburne, NY. I'm

232 Country Rd # 24
Sherburne, NY 13460

Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sun-

sure this lovely lady would like to receive a note day of each month. All of the loose money collect-
since their family was very active at Stone Church ed on those Sundays will go to support the ministry
years ago. Her address is: Elizabeth Crouch: of the Deacons.

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons - Linda
Rance, Judy LaGasse, Bev Miller, Mary Chamber-
lain, Trish Harris, Emily Hughes & Barbara
Greene.

She would love to hear from you. :
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PRAYER REQUEST MARCH BIRTHDAYS
The LaFont Family | |
1 - T Pavlot

Chris Conley aylot tavio
Hal & Linda Rance 2 - Buffie Brothers
The Family & Friends of Peter Jensen Stephanie Leonard
Family of Michael Kumbalek 5 . Elisabeth Crouch
Patsy Glista & Family
Trish Harris & Family 6 - Chris Jensen
Ewa Lawrence & family 8 - KaraMilana
Kristina A 9 - Mandy Machold
Andrew Bering )

) 10 - Chris Grogan
Louise Wrate
Bob Deborah Lapoint
Bill Owens 12 - Zeke LeFrois
Daniel Kolb and Family

18 - Sue Dewey

21 - Liz Harrington

23 - Grace Whittemore
24 - Ewa Lawrence

Don’t Forget to

. 28 - Christine Tuttle
Spring Ahead

Sunday March 12th,

MEMORIAL COMMITTEE:

We are thankful for the generous response by Utica National Insurance Co. for their donation of 2
horizontal filing cabinets to “house” Stone Church’s historical documents. Murphy excavating Co.
donated their truck and personnel to transport them to us at Stone Church!

In the next few months we will complete the renovation of the history room into a proper archival
home for all church records (dating to 1791). Midge Bakos has cared for each document, designated
categories, researched and prepared article for every Cornerstone publication.

Emily Hughes
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The Stone Storytellers Present

A Performance of Stories
from the Gospel of Matthew

Palm Sunday afternoon
2:30 p.m. April 2, 2023

After a three-year hiatus because of the pandemic, the Stone Storytellers will once again perform their annual “Epic Telling.”
This year from the Gospel of Matthew.

This performance will have stories unique to Matthew, such as the Visit by the Wise Men, the Sermon on the Mount, and para-
bles like the Laborers in the Vineyard and Parable of the Talents. Come and experience the scriptures in
the oral tradition they were created!

“In the beginning was the performance; not the word alone, not the deed alone, but both, each indelibly
marked with the other forever” (Crossan, The Historical Jesus 1991, xi)

LUNCH & LEARN

Our first Lunch and Learn for 2023 was held on February 19 after worship. All members, friends and casual visitors were
invited to meet in the Norton Room for lunch and conversation with The Center. Basically we had asked to learn more about
what we could do to help their clients’ transition to life in the Utica area. After lunch we were delighted to welcome Kathleen
DeLacy and Miguel Riascos from The Center. Kathleen has joined us before, but this was our first meeting with Miguel who
is our contact in his role as Community Sponsorship Coordinator.

Miguel started us on the process of focusing our interests in providing assistance by discussing The Co-Sponsorship Program
under which exist the variety of programs The Center has developed for working with volunteer groups. In The Center’s
terminology, “Co-Sponsors walk alongside and support a refugee family for 3, 6 or 12 months ...by serving as community
guides and friends. The Co-Sponsorship Program offers four different levels of commitment and a variety of options. Miguel
repeatedly reassured us that whatever a person felt he or she could offer, he would work to fit within Co-Sponsorship. Addi-
tionally, there is a skills assessment survey to help us decide what we might do best. The Co-Sponsor program also includes
mandatory training for volunteers and a mandatory background check.

So what do we do next? I would suggest all those who are interested in investigating working with Miguel and the Co-
Sponsor program, fill in a sign-up sheet indicating interest in learning more. The sheet will be in the Norton room starting,
Sunday February 26. Why a sign-up sheet?

To work with The Center is going to initially take some time to organize and there will have to be someone to act as leader/
spokesperson. To be clear, I cannot take on this job. This spokesperson’s job would be to organize the group, keep track of
thoughts, concerns and ideas and communicate with Miguel and with me. Simultaneously, all who are interested need to
read through the packet of materials Miguel provided so the specifics are understood. Packets of this information will be
available starting on the 26"

This truly is a wonderful opportunity. We simply have to make sure we understand the commitment and make sure we can
uphold our responsibilities.

Mary Ann Stiefvater
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ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF NEW OFFICERS 2/12/23

The congregational meeting in January saw the election of new as well as outgoing officers for the board of
deacons. For our outgoing ruling elders we thank John and Mary Ann Stiefvater for their many years of ser-
vice (though John will still be on our property committee and Mary Ann will still assist with Mission and
Outreach) and for Helen Leonard, Jim Gavett, and Hal Rance who are coming off deacons for their many
years of faithful service. We thank Judy LaGasse and Bev Miller for agreeing to renew their terms and at
our February 12 service we installed Barb Greene and Trisha Harris as deacons (once again)!

SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS - FEBRUARY 13, 2023

The session joined with the Deacons for the first part of the meeting. Ideas were shared on how to welcome newcomers. We
should make sure the sign entering our town is updated. We need to make sure there is a link on our website. Pat Joseph
noted that on February 28th Mohawk Valley Living will be coming in to interview the Fair Trade Shoppe at 11:00 and Pat
will be there for that and Ceil will help set it up. We should also reach out to the community and invite them to Fair Trade
Shoppe.

In devotions it was noted that Elders and Deacons are leaders toward Christ and try to do what he wants us to be for his
people. It will help us being a Matthew 25 church to be organized and intentional. Deacons are a dedicated group who put
people first; they are the doers. The visit and get meals for the folks, send cards and provide comfort, care and hospitality.

Elders should handle the welfare of the church and spread the spiritual aspects of the church recognizing that Jesus is the
head of the church. Elders should encourage bible study, prayers and other things outside of the church.

Our mission statement: “The purpose of Stone Church is to be an inviting, spiritual community of Christ engaging in wor-
ship that inspires and challenges us to learn and grow as we reach out on caring and service, trusting in the love of God”

Linda Rance commented that each deacon takes responsibilities. Things run smoothly while they work together as a team
and everyone volunteers. She also commented that they trust each other enough to raise issues so we can come together.

Scott Leonard reported that an Epic storytelling is planned for 4/2/23 with Scott, Donna and Dennis Dewey on the Gospel
of Matthew. The Lenten study series will be at St. Mary’s and they will use Carol Jubenville’s “The Journey” on Wednes-
days.

Trisha Harris and Barbara Greene were installed as deacons on Feb. 12, 2023. Deacons Bev Miller and Judy LaGasse re-
newed for a second three-year term.

Chris Menard, our treasurer, is working on a grant with the Sacred Site Director relating to the roof. The estimate is $35,000
and the deadline for the grant is June 1, 2023. A committee was formed to work on the campaign for the roof consisting of
John and Chris Menard, Mary Ann and John Stiefvater, Grace Whittemore, Donna Goodfriend, Pat Joseph and Scott Leon-
ard. The first meeting will be Mar. 5, 2023.

WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA!

Please note that per capita payments for 2023 are now being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this year is
$45.00 per member. The church is assessed this amount for each member on the membership roll. The per capita
is the cost of our representative democracy as a church and supports the meetings and operations of the Presby-
tery, Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending your per capita either directly to the church office
(P.O. Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your pledge envelope. It is helpful if you pay the per
capita explicitly even if it comes from your overall financial commitment to the church for the year. Thank you
in advance for your help.
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DEACONS CORNER

THE WINTER MAILBOX

€y The postmark on the letter, Easton, Maryland, was a letter from my sister.

e Sue clips articles from 3 papers...film star obits, columnist political view-

points, NHL photos, standings, cartoons and sometimes a page of stamps!!

Her mail project has encouraged me to do the same. The Rome Sentinel fea-

tures local news... The Olmstead city revitalization, MWPALI events and the
& mini page. Another publication, These Days, our presbyterian quarterly, has

<~ daily stories that focus on our everyday challenges.

Retrieving a letter from my mailbox puts love in the day. I hope you will add clippings
to your daily routine.

THE NEXT BUILDING PROJECT- THE ROOF

As most of us are aware we are having some issues with the roof on the Church. There have been some
leaks in the past couple of years and shingles have been blowing off the roof. The roof is now over 30 years
old and it is time for a new one before we get an extensive leak and the resultant serious damage to the build-
ing.
Estimates from roofers have been solicited and we have chosen to go with Mosher roofing, the contractor
who removed the slate and redid the roof the last time. In coordination with this, Nelson Engineering will
soon be analyzing the roof and it’s internal supporting beams for structural integrity. The estimated total cost
for the project is around $40,000. A committee is being formed to address how we will fund this project. To
give us time to raise these funds, the actual work is scheduled for 2024.

One potential source of funds is from an organization called Sacred Sites Landmark Conservancy that
provides grants for Church building projects such as this and we are already working on submitting an appli-
cation for such a grant. Other fund raisers and donations from within the Church and from outside the Church
will be needed.

To get the ball rolling and to get us all on the same page there will be a get together after Church on Sun-
day March 5th to explore the best ways to address this situation and how to fund this necessary project.

Hope to see you there,
John Menard

As the Book of Order in the past specified, “A joint
meeting of the session and board of deacons shall be held at least
annually to confer on matters of common interest, with the mod-
erator of the session presiding,” which we did at the regular ses-
sion meeting on 2/12/23. Because of the close working relation-
ship of the deacons and elders our common interest was needs of
the church and ways we can be more out in the community. The
session thank the deacons deeply for their continued service to
others, which best exemplifies what Jesus called us to do.
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EASTER FLOWERS

Easter Flowers are available this year for those who wish to remember a loved one. Please fill
out the form below and put it in the collection plate or send it, along with a check, to the church

office (P.O. Box 33, Clinton 13323). The plants can be picked up after the Easter service.

The order deadline is March 20th.

Flower choices:
¢ 7 Lilies

¢ ~ Mums

yellow, purple, white, or lavender

¢ " Tulips $14.99
¢ 7 Daffodils  $14.99
¢ 7 Hyacinths  $14.99

$15.99 (6” pot)

$19.99 (6 1/2” pot)

Call Judy LaGasse - (315) 725-2217 or Janice LeFrois - 315 -853-2933

Name of donor (s)

Given in memory of

Given in honor of

Deacons may deliver the plant to the homebound yes

Flower choice

Amount enclosed

00 oé) 00 oé) 00 oé) 09 OOO oé) OOO oé) OOO oé) oé)
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

s Hello
o March!
&g
Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor
Cell: 315-723-7420
Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com
Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus
Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb Clerk of Session: Sherry Robinson
Office Manager: Janice LeFrois Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos
Sexton: Lee Kelso Treasurer: Christine Menard
Office: 315-853-2933 Email: stonepres@stonepres.org
www.stonepres.org www.facebook.com/stonepres

www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. in person, streamed & recorded on Facebook Live
Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. weekdays

TR
Newsletter team: Happy

. , o Ratricks o,
Many thanks to Midge Bakos, Bev Miller and : < /
Donna Goodfriend who have folded, taped and ‘g

labeled this issue of The Corner Stone just for
you!

Please note...

The deadline for the issue of the April news-
letter is Tuesday, March 21th.

To see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org.



