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February 5, 2023 – 5th Sunday after Epiphany – The Lord’s Supper 

Isaiah 58:1-12   God rejects false worship  

Psalm 112:1-10   The blessings of the righteous  

1 Corinthians 2:1-16   God's wisdom revealed through the Spirit 

Matthew 5:13-20   You are the salt of the earth 

Sermon: “Worth Your Salt” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching  

 

February 12, 2023 – 6th Sunday after Epiphany (and Installation of 

Officers) 

Deuteronomy 30:15-20   Choose life!  

Psalm 119:1-8   Happy are those who observe God’s law 

1 Corinthians 3:1-9   Paul is saddened by divisions in the church  

Matthew 5:21-37   Jesus goes beyond the requirements of the law 

Sermon: “Life Choices” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 

 

 

February 19, 2023 Transfiguration Sunday – The Lord’s Supper  

Exodus 24:12-18   Moses encounters the glory of God on mountain top  

Psalm 99   Worship on God’s holy mountain  

2 Peter 1:16-21   God bore witness to the truth on the mountain  

Matthew 17:1-9   Jesus is transfigured on the mountain   

Professor G. Roberts Kolb preaching 
 

 
February 22, 2023 – Pancake Dinner and Ash Wednesday Service 

A 6:00 p.m. Pancake Dinner followed by a 7:00 p.m. candlelight service of prayer, si-

lence and ashes.   

 

 

February 26, 2023 – 1st Sunday in Lent 

Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7   The disobedience of Eve and Adam 

Psalm 32   Blessed are those whose transgression is forgiven. 

Romans 5:12-19   The sin of Adam and justification of Christ 

Matthew 4:1-11   The temptation of Jesus 

Sermon:  “Origin Stories” – Pastor Scott Leonard preaching 
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Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘Let my people go.’ 
--from Exodus 5:1 
 
I remember in elementary school reading a “great inventors” book series, though as I recall now 
except for George Washington Carver (of peanut fame) and Marie Curie (of radioactivity fame), all 
the rest I believe were white men.  The books were written at the fifth/sixth grade level and in a 
style that, looking back, accentuated the positive and eliminated the negative for the most part.  
Henry Ford revolutionized the automobile industry with his assembly line concept and paying 
higher wages.  It wasn’t until I was an adult that I learned of his intense antisemitism.  Or learning 
about Eli Whitney inventing the cotton gin, a machine (en-gin’) that quickly and easily separated 
cotton fibers from their seeds, enabling much greater productivity than manual cotton separation 
and was one of the hallmarks of the Industrial Revolution.  But in my youth I did not make the 
connection between that and cotton plantations in the South.  The sad irony is that Whitney believed that his invention would 
reduce the need for enslaved labor and help hasten the end of southern slavery.  But it made short fiber cotton (that had to be 
picked by hand) into a profitable crop, which strengthened the economic foundation of slavery in the U.S. and actually 
prolonged the institution. 
 
Growing up in Ohio, we, of course, did learn about slavery and the events that led to the War Between the States and that “a 
house divided cannot stand.”  The Reconstruction Period, however, was a little muddy in my mind as to who were the “good 
guys” and the “bad guys”, but it seemed obvious to me that the issue of slavery was over.  Never going south, though, except 
to Florida, I was only dimly aware of Jim Crow—the state and local laws and statutes that legalized racial segregation and 
discrimination in the South.  Of course, growing up as a child in the 1960s with the Civil Rights movement I became more 
aware—and confused:  why was there racism?  Now it was out of innocence rather than any great enlightenment that I 
asked.  And as my town became more integrated, I found my Yankee pride in vanquishing slavery was eviscerated by my 
growing awareness of the racial prejudice around me.   
 
Still, as time went on it seemed racial issues were slowly getting better as well as greater acceptance of all people: women, 
minorities, and even homosexuality.  But it seems that the pendulum has swung back with “States Rights” resurging as it did 
in the Antebellum period.  I have classmates from high school that say the Civil War was really not about slavery or that it 
was only one component or that slavery has been around for millennia.  And that I am convinced is the issue.  Because 
unless you confront your sins directly, you cannot truly repent and move on.  We as people have not been united in the same 
mind and the same purpose to admit the evil of American slavery and it aftershocks.  That, at worst we zealously 
promulgated it and at “best” tolerated it.   
 
What was pernicious about American slavery compared to slavery in ancient Rome was racial profiling to the extreme (i.e., 
racism).  While slavery in the past was also horrible and cruel, it was based on your ethnic origins—where you were from.  
American slavery took that to the extreme by narrowing it to all those from Africa or their descendants, which happen to 
have the very distinguishable aspect of having darker skin.  In fact, in the South it was illegal for a white person to become 
enslaved.  Ancient slavery did have slaves on the bottom of the social structure, but American slavery made it so all Black 
people were inferior as a people, even subhuman.  Confederate Vice President Alexander Stephens left no misunderstanding 
when, in March 1861, he called slavery the “cornerstone” of the Confederacy with “the great truth that the negro is not equal 
to the white man; that slavery subordination to the superior race is his natural and normal condition.”   
 
He went on to say, “This stone [slavery], which was rejected by the first builders [the Founding Fathers], is become the chief 
stone of the corner in our new edifice [the Confereracy].”  If that has a somewhat familiar ring to it, you might recall (with 
outrage) Stephens appropriating Mark 12:10-11 and Matthew 21:42 where Jesus alludes to himself by quoting from Psalm 
118:22-23, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.  This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous 
in our eyes.”   
 
What would be marvelous in the Lord’s eyes is that as we begin the season of Lent at the end of February that we reflect and 
meditate on what actions we can take in our small corner of the world to dismantling structural racism.  We who are alive 
today may not have been responsible for the sins of our past—but we are if we allow them to perpetuate in our future.  As 
the 1960s saying goes, “If you’re not part of the solution, you’re part of the problem.” 
 
Shalom, 
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                    Historical Period Revisited---A Glimpse into Stone Church’s Past 

 

BARNABAS POND—ONE OF THE ORIGINAL CLINTON SETTLERS 

 As I have noted before Moses Foote was the founder of Clinton on March 4th, 1787 along with his 

three sons Bronson, Luther, and Ira, his son-in-law Barnabas Pond, James Bronson, Ludim Blodgett, 

and Levi Sherman. Their names appear on the monument at the south end of the park. 

 Today I’m focusing on Barnabas Pond who was born in Waterbury, CT. on Oct. 29, 1755 and had 

married Moses Foote’s daughter Thankful Foote in Feb. of 1784.  Barnabas served in the 

Revolutionary War as a major from 1776 until June of 1778 spending time at Germantown in 

defense of Fort Mifflin and Mud Island, Pa. and than again at Valley Forge. Soon after the close of 

the war Barnabas joined his father-in-law, Moses Foote and moved into the wilderness of New York 

State settling in the Oriskany Valley in 1787. Brothers, Bartholomew and Timothy Pond, joined 

their brother Barnabas two years later in 1789. 

By 1792, Moses and the boys found out that they were actually squatters. To remedy this, Moses Foote set out and rode his 

horse to Philadelphia. There he purchased 2,016 acres which was part of the 6th Division of Coxes’ patent. The cost was “two 

hundred and one pound twelve shillings” — equal to 10 acres to the pound as recorded in Book 1 in Oneida Co. Deeds in 

Utica. It was divided into 20 lots of approximately 100 acres each and sold to the settlers. Lot number 6 was retained by Moses 

Foote and he lived in the heart of the village as it stands today. 

Barnabas Pond built his home on Kirkland Ave. in 1797. He had participated in the first worship service that was held in 

Moses Foot’s half-done built house and later was active in the Congregational Church “On the Green”. His brother 

Bartholomew Pond had purchased land along what is now Norton Ave. and after the Congregational Church decided to pay 

$36 for an acre of land for a burying ground soon after the accidental drowning of 17-year old, Merab Tuttle, At that time 

Bartholomew Pond donated an acre of his land which was on the north and west sides which made the burying ground 2 acres 

in1788. 

 According to the DAR (Daughters of the American Revolution) Barnabas was a personal friend of Lafayette and when 

General Lafayette visited Utica, he saw Major Pond in the audience and called Barnabas to him. They embraced each other 

while the tears rolled down their cheeks. 

 Advancing in age Barnabas Pond sold his home to Simon Gunn in 1840. Barnabas died in 1841 and was buried along with his 

three former wives, Thankful, Sarah, and Phebe and his brother, Timothy Pond at the Old Burying Ground. His brother 

Bartholomew had left Clinton somewhere around 1800 and returned to Connecticut.  

In 1885, Simon Gunn sold the house to the grandfather of the late Charles Baker. This house is not only one of Clinton’s 

oldest, but is one of the most authentically preserved and restored. Each owner had taken pride in keeping it well preserved.       

 A few years ago Christian Goodwillie who was hired the Director and Curator of Special Collections and Archives at the 

Burke Library at Hamilton College and his wife, Historic Paint Specialist, Erica Goodwillie live in this Georgian local 

landmark in Clinton. He has done a little remodeling to the house as others have done in the past. I remember that I had sought 

Christian’s help for a request from a lady in Wisconsin seeking the marriage of her relatives. Christian gave it some thought 

and he suggested that he would have the girls in his office digitalize Rev. Norton’s marriages and send them to the Historical 

Society rather than thumb through old records each time a request was needed. I learned that Christian had recently sent Rev. 

Norton’s digitalized death records to the Clinton Historical Society also.   

A picture of the Barnabas Pond Homestead will be displayed on the historical display cabinet  along with New York State sign 

for your convenience. If you drive toward Rte 5 on Kirkland Ave, you will drive by it after going past Life Church on your 

right. 

 

Midge Bakos 
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                                            FEBRUARY 2023 MISSION  

                                                                 One month into 2023 

Over the past two or three weeks, I have been immersed in considering and writing about Mission activities at Stone Church.  

This immersion was partly due to the necessity of submitting an annual report, a document that becomes a permanent record of 

how we have carried out our responsibilities as good and faithful servants. With awareness that our church maintains records 

dating back to the “1700s”; I do not take this responsibility lightly.  

Another task focusing on our Mission activity is a long overdue improvement in our website and the Mission webpage. Since 

our webpage is a very public document that is available to a world- wide audience, it seemed imperative that it succinctly con-

veys our strong commitment to helping others.   

Additionally, our first Session meeting of the new year occurred on January 16, a meeting during which I had to discuss Mis-

sion projects and activities for the next month and thereafter.   

And finally, there was my self-imposed task of evaluating our 2022 accomplishments, considering our plans for the future, and 

objectively evaluating my skills as a Mission leader. Truly, immersion is an accurate description! 

So what am I going to do to help us move through 2023?  

Mostly I will help us remain focused on serving God through helping those in need.  To do this, I will work from our awareness 

of the plethora of human need and an acceptance of God’s reliance on each of us to mitigate that need. I acknowledge the re-

sponsibility to work to improve lives, and to live in a way that sustains and shares the gifts and reassurance we have received 

from God. I accept my role in helping Stone Church be mindful of this Mission to help the needy and work to improve lives.  

I also have concluded that this is not an impossible task because our church has an incredibly strong sense and wide definition 

of Mission. Our working definition seems to be that Mission activities demonstrate loving and caring for another person or oth-

er people. With that definition in mind, Stone Church mission activities go far beyond one labeled committee and occur in a 

variety of forms that are implemented in various ways by assorted people and committees. And it is within the exuberant um-

brella of all-encompassing caring that Stone Church functions.  

So where does this leave the Mission Committee and concrete plans for 2023 and beyond?  

Well…it means I will continue to pay attention to needs within the Clinton Community and beyond.  It leads me to ask ques-

tions and listen carefully to the observations, suggestions and conclusions from other Session members, from the Deacons and 

from our congregation. It leads me to hope that others will pay attention, watch and listen and talk to each other and to me.  It 

suggests I stay cognizant of Ceil’s reports from Hope House and Judy’s reports from The Country Pantry. I must listen to Sher-

ry’s information she receives as Clerk of Session.  I have to remember Scott’s reporting of his Clinton Ministerium meetings 

and Donna and Pat’s summaries of the Utica Presbytery meetings. I will make sure to stay abreast of activity within the Presby-

terian Church USA, and persist in contact with Kathleen De Lacy from the Center. Overall, I must be sure to effectively com-

municate with you, the Stone Church congregation.  

As importantly, I will make sure I remember that our relatively small size necessitates our being mindful of our priorities. When 

possible, our plans need to take into account that we should actively join with others to enable us to do in partnership what we 

cannot do as effectively alone.  

And above all I will always be grateful to a loving God who expects the most from us and will support and love us as we work 

to be his faithful servants. .  

 

Mary Ann Stiefvater 
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SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS - DECEMBER 12TH, 2022 

During the pastor’s report, Scott said that Sarah Lafont reached out to him and asked for a remembrance 

service for Dr. Lafont’s parents whose mother passed away in December and his father in January.  Scott 

agreed and performed the service following worship Sunday January 15th to accommodate the family’s 

wishes. 

 He also reported that “Liz” Menard is taking over and updating our website replacing Gabreil Bit-Bak a 

Hamilton College student. The website needs updating but once updated going forward there may only 

be weekly updates. 

 After a discussion over ruling elders and deacons’ terms of service, the session agreed that instead of 

asking for a 1-year waiver after one has served 6 years, those completing the six years will go off for l 

year and is able to serve again if needed.  

 The treasurer, Chris Menard reported that all accounts are balanced. After reviewing the budget for 

2023, the Session VOTED and accepted the 2023 budget for 2023. 

 The property committee reported that they plan on repairing the roof in 2024. Our treasurer offered a 

thought to pay for it in thirds, a portion from the property budget this year and again from the property 

budget next year and then a sum from a grant depending on the cost of the roof. 

 We have the AED Defibrillator and a discussion followed as to learning how to use it and the possibility 

of receiving instructions from the firehouse who is offering a first aid course if they are able to teach non

-members. The session agreed to have Donna get more information from the firehouse.  As for the issue 

of the firehouse’s access to the church, the firehouse recommends getting a lockbox and putting a key in 

it and giving them the lockbox code. The property committee will follow up with researching a lockbox. 

 The mission, stewardship and support team reports that we are working with “The Refugee Center”. 

Kathleen Lacy from “The Center” is coming in February for a lunch and learning session. 

EARLY PLEDGES WANTED & APPRECIATED. 

Because of heating bills, cash flow is more of a problem for our church in the winter months 
(January through April) than summer months, even during a relatively warm winter. Session is 
asking folks to consider giving more of their pledge upfront, if possible. And don’t worry—we 
will keep good track of what you have paid towards your pledge! 
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HOPE HOUSE WISH LIST:  This month’s wish list includes the following; 

GLOVES, SMALL SHAMPOO, SMALL CONDITIONER, RAZORS and LOTION.  Any 

donation that you designate for food or personal needs will be greatly appreciated.  Any 

questions, contact Ceil Gilbert (315-853-8289) or ceilgilbert@yahoo.com 

THE COUNTRY PANTRY 
The Country Pantry is accepting all donations of food and pet supplies.   The 3rd Sunday of the month has 

been designated as Country Pantry Sunday. You are encouraged to bring your donations and place them on the 

table on the right side of the sanctuary. 
 

THE FAIR TRADE SHOPPE:   This Tree of Life Napkin Holder is made of 

shesham wood in Saharanpur, a city in northern India, that is a traditional center of wood 

carving.  The dimensions are 6” high x 5” wide x 2 ½ “ in diameter. Our Warming  Coaster, 

made in Bangladesh, is a beautiful companion for your favorite mug! When 

warmed in an oven, it can keep hot tea, coffee, and cocoa warm.  It comes in a 

mini hogla basket featuring a small mandala design. These and MANY, MANY MORE uniquely 

handcrafted gift items from 38 different countries can be found at our FAIR TRADE SHOP, 

STONE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 8 SO. PARK ROW, CLINTON.  Our hours are 10am 

to 4pm every Thursday and SECOND SATURDAYS.  OUR 25% OFF SALE WILL RUN 

UNTIL THE END OF FEBRUARY (some restrictions apply).  Purchasing fair trade items ensures artisans 

and small farmers fair wages and healthy working conditions, providing dignity, sustainable development and 

hope for marginalized people.  LET US BE YOUR GO-TO GIFT SHOP!  Visit us at https://

buildingstonesshoppe.square.site  or www.facebook.com/buildingstonesfairtradeshoppe. 

Stone Church has implemented a new 
online giving tool called Givelify that 
is also available as an app on your 
smart mobile device.  Check it out on 
our web page.   
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1  -       John Gilbert 

10 - David Goodfriend 

  Elizabeth Menard 

13 - James Monohan 

  Gayle Copfer 

17 - Celeste Clawson 

18 - Jill Pavlot 

21  - Jesse Dewey 

22 - Amanda Andrews 

  Jim Gavett 

24 - Craig Lalonde 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS PRAYER REQUEST 

The LaFont Family 

Theresa & Molly Staring 

Mike Robinson 

Chris Conley 

Hal & Linda Rance 

The Family & Friends of Peter Jensen 

Family of Michael Kumbalek 

Patsy Glista & Family 

Trish Harris & Family 

Ewa Lawrence & family 

Kristina 

Andrew Bering 

Louise Wrate 

Bob 

Bill Owens 

Daniel Kolb and Family 

  

Want to see what else is on 
the calendar?   You don’t 
have to call the office.  Go to 
our home web page - 
stonepres.org, and click on 
the “Calendar” tab at the top 
or on the calendar icon. 

DON’T FORGET THE DEACONS! 
Please keep the Deacons in mind on the first Sunday of each 

month. All of the loose money collected on those Sundays 

will go to support the ministry of the Deacons. 

Questions? Speak with any of the Deacons - Linda Rance, 

Judy LaGasse, Bev Miller, Mary Chamberlain, Trish Harris, 

Emily Hughes & Barbara Greene. 

A BIG THANK YOU 

We would like to thank our Church family and friends for all your support and prayers 

these past couple of months.  

It was great to get so many cards, meals, calls, visits etc. We can’t tell you how much it 

has meant to both of us. Life can change so quickly and we are never prepared but with 

friends like you it makes it a little easier.  

We feel so blessed to have you all in our lives. Please know we are sending each of you a 

BIG HUG!!! 

   

 Love, Hal & Linda 
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A huge THANK YOU to the following people who volunteered at Hope House during 2022.  Your help was 

much appreciated.  And also, thanks to those who made monetary and any other kinds of donations. 

Anne Dunn 

Gerry Gogel 

Donna Goodfriend 

Emily Hughes 

Judy LaGasse 

Bev Miller 

Nancy Smith 

Thank you, 

Ceil Gilbert, Hope House Co-Ordinator 

 

SUNDAY,  JANUARY 29, 2023                          

A group effort was made to recruit members for open positions in our governing boards…Elders & Deacons. 

Christine Menard has graciously agreed to be treasurer.   

 

     ELDERS  - Class of 2024                                            DEACONS  -  Class of 2024 

                          Grace Whittemore                                                              Linda Rance (chair)  

                          Donna Goodfriend                                                                               

                          Patricia Joseph                                                                   Class of 2025 

                                                                                                                     Mary Chamberlain 

                                                                                                                     Emily Hughes 

                         Class of 2025                                                                                              

                         John Menard 

                         Sherry Robinson                                                                 Class of 2026                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                     Trisha Harris 

                        Class of 2026                                                                       Barbara Greene 

                           Will remain vacant for now                                               Judy LaGasse 

                                                                                                                      Beverly Miller                                                        

                                                                                                                

Sherry Robinson will serve as Clerk of Session.                                                    

Pat Joseph will chair the Nominating Committee. 

Installation of new officers will be Sunday, February 12, 2023 
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SAVE THIS DATE – FEBRUARY 5, 2023 

Sunday, February 5 , 2023 will be our first Lunch and Learn for 2023. Immediately after worship, we 

will have the opportunity to enjoy lunch together and to learn more about a possible relationship between 

Stone Church and The Center.   

I am very pleased that Kathleen De Lacy will again join us for worship and our Lunch and Learn.  I be-

lieve she will provide further details about The Center’s relationship with the refugees, immigrants, and 

those with limited English language proficiency who are clients of The Center.   

Previously we were given an outline of The Center’s mission and its immediate task of creating appropri-

ately staffed services that can enable the development of a thriving Utica-area community of people.  

It has been our hope that it would be useful for us to offer various types of assistance in helping newcom-

ers feel more welcome and comfortable in this new and different environment.    

By having more details regarding what support we at Stone Church could offer, we hope to be able to 

move ahead in developing some plans of how we can complement the professional tasks and services of 

The Center. 

Please plan to join us for good food and companionship and worthwhile conversation. 

WANTED: YOUR PER CAPITA! 

Please note that per capita payments for 2023 are now being readily accepted!!! Our per capita charge this 
year is $45.00 per member. The church is assessed this amount for each member on the membership roll. 
The per capita is the cost of our representative democracy as a church and supports the meetings and oper-
ations of the Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly. Please consider sending your per capita either di-
rectly to the church office (P.O. Box 33, Clinton, NY 13323) or enclosing it in with your pledge envelope. 
It is helpful if you pay the per capita explicitly even if  it comes from your overall financial commitment 
to the church for the year.  Thank you in advance for your help. 

 

WHAT DO PER CAPITA CONTRIBUTIONS DO: 

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is a connectional church. Presbyterian congregations worship, serve, 
and govern together. Per capita contributions fund the shared governing responsibilities for the whole 
church. Together with the per capita contributions from churches throughout the country, they support the 
governance work of the presbyteries, synods, and the General Assembly. Presbyterian ministers and elect-
ed elders serve as representatives to each governing body. Commissioners to each Assembly represent 
their individual churches, or governing bodies, but their main purpose is to prayerfully and obediently 
seek to discern the will of Jesus Christ together. Per capita contributions support such ministries as:  

• the work of the Presbytery’s Commission on Ministry and Commission on Preparation for Ministry  

• official meetings of the governing bodies of the Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly  

• other responsibilities through which the governing bodies build up the church as the body of Christ 
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DEACONS CORNER 
                                        
 
In my childhood, Lent was about abstaining from a favorite sweet...and the 

introduction of the word Penitence.  In current times, our church has adopted 

the observance by selecting a DISCIPLINE for each member, each week, to 

study and act upon.  There are traditional ideas, creative challenges but all very 

solon.  Recently, I looked at my 4 Lenten disciplines; wondering how did I do?  

Three have had positive and thoughtful results—maybe pressure to take the 

time.  One is a work in  progress. 

 

How lucky we are to be members of Stone Presbyterian Church, Our Ministry 

Committee has given us a great tool in our faith journey. 
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Below is an end-of-2022 email update from the Rev. Ashley DeTar Bit on The Center for Jubilee Practice.  And we re-
cently heard from her co-director Rick Ufford-Chase that they are currently on track to be self-sustaining after the Utica 
Presbytery’s initial investment runs out.  Also, you are encouraged to read the article by Stated Clerk Larry Beasley “Can 
Anything Good Come Out of Utica?” which you can google and easily find.”  

 

Dear Friends, 

What a year it has been for The Center for Jubilee Practice! It’s hard to believe the journey we’ve 
been on over the past 365 days. This time last year, Ashley and Rick were making their first ever 
podcast appearance together, talking about their work on “A Matter of Faith: A Presby Podcast.” 
Since then, our work has included preaching, teaching, Synod and General Assemblies, writing, and 
most importantly, working with all of you. Here are some of the highlights of This Year With The 
Center for Jubilee Practice: 

 

• Ashley and Rick continued their work with the Presbytery of Utica, including preaching at churches in the area, preach-
ing at a presbytery meeting to celebrate the one year anniversary of CJP in May, and working with the presbytery on a mid-
council overture. 

• They continued their work with the Kirk of Kildaire, Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church, and Olympia Presbytery. 

• They welcomed the Presbytery of North Central California into accompaniment work with them. 

• Rick and several folks from the Presbytery of Utica visited the National Abolition Hall of Fame in Peterboro, NY. 

• Ashley helped present “RGJ-13: Report from the Disparities Experienced by Black Women and Girls Task Force” at 
this year’s General Assembly where it passed by consensus. The Center for Jubilee Practice was also featured in the presen-
tation for “RGJ-10: Resolution on Race, Reparative Justice, and the PCUSA.” 

• Rick and Ashley led a workshop titled “Jubilee, Matthew 25 and the Work of Reparations” for the Pre-Assembly Mat-
thew 25 Day of Learning for the Synod of the Northeast.  

• They partnered with Nuns and Nones to facilitate a 3-part class on the practice of Jubilee. 

Ashley wrote Brittney Griner: Queer, Black, Woman, Waiting, a reflection on Advent, waiting, and the release of WNBA 
All-star and two time gold medalist Brittney Griner. 

 

These are just a few of the things we did in 2022, and we are thankful for all of you for being a part of them. We hope, as 
Larry Beasley reflects in his article Can Anything Good Come Out of Utica?, that good things have come out of your work 
with us; we know much has come out of our work with you all. As we end this year and look towards 2023, we pray your 
holidays are blessed and filled with just as much joy and life as you’ve given us. May your new year be one of hope, peace, 
justice, and joy. 

 
-Ashley and Rick 

 

https://amatteroffaith.buzzsprout.com/1648090/9672249-church-set-up-customer-service-jobs-reparations-w-ashley-detar-birt-rick-ufford-chase
https://amatteroffaith.buzzsprout.com/1648090/9672249-church-set-up-customer-service-jobs-reparations-w-ashley-detar-birt-rick-ufford-chase
https://justiceunbound.org/brittney-griner-queer-black-woman-waiting/
https://pres-outlook.org/2022/12/can-anything-good-come-out-of-utica/


 

 

 

To see a color version of this newsletter in pdf format, visit stonepres.org. 

  

            Scott Leonard, Commissioned Pastor  

          Cell: 315-723-7420 
         Email: srleonard@roadrunner.com 

 

        Rev. Gerald R. Platz, Pastor Emeritus 

Director of Music: G. Roberts Kolb                                                    Clerk of Session:  Sherry Robinson       

                Office Manager:  Janice LeFrois                                                           Newsletter Editor: Midge Bakos 

                Sexton:  Lee Kelso                                                                                  Treasurer:  Christine Menard 

                Office:  315-853-2933                                                                              Email:  stonepres@stonepres.org    

                www.stonepres.org                                                                                  www.facebook.com/stonepres                             

                www.instagram.com/stonepresbyterian/ 

         

                                         Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. in person, streamed & recorded on Facebook Live 

                                                                 Church Office hours: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. weekdays 

Newsletter team: 

Many thanks to Midge Bakos, Bev Miller, 

Donna Goodfriend & who have folded, taped 

and labeled this issue of The Corner Stone just 

for you!  

Please note… 

The deadline for the issue of the March 
newsletter is Tuesday, Ferbruary 20th. 
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