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PASTOR’S REPORT 2015 

 

“If nothing ever changed, there’d be no butterflies.” – Unknown 

 

Anno Domini (in the Year of the Lord) Two Thousand Fifteen (A.D. 2015) was a 

year of change for Stone Presbyterian Church (or The Presbyterian Society of 

Clinton as we are legally known).  We started off the year with the Reverend 

Dennis Dewey, our full-time installed pastor of seven years, going to half-time 

and me filling in part of the other half-time until the end of June when Dennis 

retired and I assume full pastoral responsibilities as lay pastor commissioned by 

the presbytery (strictly speaking a ―Commissioned Ruling Elder‖ in Presbyterian 

parlance) though only part-time since I still retain my regular day job.  It was a new configuration in 

the 224 year history of our church and one we’re still evolving as we share some of the pastoral duties 

among us.  It’s not a configuration we would have preferred, but one we planned for in response to our 

financial pressures.  And yet rather than begrudging or lamenting it, you embraced it!  Compared to 

other churches in somewhat similar circumstances, we had a smooth, uneventful transition.  This was 

due in part to planning that started a couple of years ago, in part to open communication and dialogue 

with everyone, and in part to everyone working together.  While all of that was true (and a blessing), it 

was really due to us keeping our focus on our common mission—to serve God as followers of Christ.  

That was something Dennis helped lead us to understand and do.  Yes, be responsible stewards and 

deal with the sometimes mundane day-to-day issues we face, but to always keep our eyes on the prize:  

the grace of God.   

 

For me the year was a series of firsts.  In February I started attending the Clinton Area Ministerium 

and became secretary/treasurer, assuming roles Dennis had, and we’ve kept that meeting of area 

pastors and ecumenical activities (such as the Lenten series) continuing.  In April I performed 

communion for the first time—on Palm/Passion Sunday no less!  And in December I went with 

deacon Helen Leonard and gave communion for the first time to our homebound. In May I 

coordinated our Stone Storytelling troupe to perform what has been our annual Epic Storytelling since 

Dennis arrived—except this year was the first without him.  The theme was ―Love Stories from the 

Bible.‖  In 2016 we’re planning to do much of the Gospel of Luke.  In July I performed my first 

funeral services: a graveside service for Mildred Schell and a funeral and graveside service for Helen 

Franz, both of whom had been members of our church.  I did another funeral in October for Fran 

Stockbridge, who had also been a member. In September I performed my first baptism with Zachary 

Moorehead, son of Kristen Rogers and Jacob Moorehead and did another one in December with 

Connor Blenis, son of Korey and Keith Blenis, and looking forward to more!   

 

We also have tried to be more intentional with Hamilton College.  In August I facilitated the building 

use with a Hamilton College freshman outbound activity with Katrina Schell and storytelling.  I led an 

introduction to storytelling one evening and then gave feedback to students’ stories on the closing day, 

some of which were very poignant.  We’ve had some Hamilton College students and professors attend 

our services regularly and we’ve talked with Sarah Stauter from InterVarsity Christian Fellowship 

about doing some more intentional activities with the students.  At the invitation of the Reverend Jeff 

McArn, chaplain at Hamilton College, I preached at a chapel service in September and participated in 

a service of lessons and carols during Advent in December. 
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On the home front I worked with Ceil Gilbert on sending out worship service press releases more 

regularly.  In August I got our Stone Church FaceBook page started and we’re looking to make some 

upgrades to our web site, including allowing online donations (as well as killing old antiquated 

―zombie‖ web links).  We’ve also been sprucing things up a bit with a cleaning out of the pastor’s 

study and new table and chairs to make it more of a meeting room and turned what had years ago been 

the Christian Education office (but of late more a storage area) into a room for Sunday School that 

we’ve been having regularly since the fall for a couple of children.   

 

I also chair the Presbytery of Utica’s MICAH committee which oversees the development of mission 

within the Presbytery of Utica by receiving applications and making grants for mission projects.  

Micah also seeks to address social issues including finding ways to promote justice and stewardship. 

 

We have revived our membership with Clinton Chamber of Commerce and with its new director, 

Jackie Walters.  I have attended some Chamber events and we are looking to find ways to work more 

closely with people and organizations in our community.  We continue to promote having things like 

theater groups, Girl Scouts, Kirkland Bird Club, and others use the building, but we’d like to do 

something more.  Sadly, we no longer have a Boy Scout troop to sponsor.  The last scout was our own 

Adam Blanks and he graduated (after completing his Eagle Scout project in 2014 and helping to redo 

the ―Boy Scout Room‖ into a space for the Fair Trade Shoppe) and so Troop 9 did not re-charter.  The 

church had sponsored a Boy Scout troop for sixty years and I had been involved for many years.  But 

that is the way of the world.  Things change.   

 

Change is inevitable and Stone Church has changed and evolved over the past couple of centuries 

from when it started as a Congregational Church and later became Presbyterian as well as moving to 

at least three different buildings during that time.   

 

God has not changed, just that we find new ways to serve him.  Our Deacons continue not only to 

minister to those of our community of faith, but have redoubled those efforts as our configuration has 

changed.  The session and all its teams have been doing more as well (as you can read in the rest of 

the annual report). 

 

You saw a culmination of all this at our Christmas Eve service with our music director composing the 

liturgy, the Storytellers and others performing as liturgists, me leading it, the choir singing, the 

deacons and others preparing and decorating the sanctuary, members and friends and those who had 

never been to Stone Church all coming together to worship God and celebrate the new light in the 

birth of the Christ child.   

 

As the angel said to the shepherds, ―Do not be afraid for behold I bring you good news of great joy for 

all the people.‖  We have that Good News and we try to live it.  And when we stumble, well, we’ll try 

again.  We just need to keep our eyes on the prize.  The closing words that we’ve used for our Call to 

Worship for many years from Psalm 124 say it best, ―Our hope is in the name of the Lord who created 

heaven and earth.  Let us worship God.‖ 

 

Shalom, 

 

 

Scott Leonard, Commissioned Ruling Elder (CRE) aka Commissioned Lay Pastor (CLP) aka Your 

Pastor 
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Clerk of the Session - 2015 
 

The Session of the church is responsible for the mission and government of the Church.  Minutes and 

other official records of the Session are the property of the Session, and the Clerk is responsible for 

their preservation.  This report is based on the minutes and other official records of Stone Presbyterian 

Church for the year of 2015. 

 

The Elders included Donna Goodfriend, Pat Joseph,  Lauralyn Kolb, Peter Massi (Treasurer), John 

Menard, Sherry Robinson (Clerk), Elizabeth Smith, John Stiefvater, Mary Ann Stiefvater, Scott 

Leonard (Commissioned Ruling Elder and Moderator).   

 

For 2015 the session did not have many items of major business, but continued on the strategy it set a 

few years ago and updates during the September retreat, continuing the growth of our mission and 

depth of our relationships while planning for a new future with a new configuration. 

 

Here are some highlights from 2015: 

 

     January 

-  Session voted unanimously for Peter Massi as Treasurer. 

-  As of January 2015 Scott Leonard stepped down as Clerk of Session and as Chair of Budget   

& Finance Committee because of a conflict of interest now that he is the commissioned lay 

pastor (CLP).  Session voted for Sherry Robinson to be Clerk of Session. Shelly Coe agreed 

to be the bookkeeper for the Fair Trade Shoppe account. 

-  Session voted to authorize the Fair Trade Shoppe to spend their money on infrastructure of 

the Shoppe.     

 

     February 

   - We held the annual meeting with the Deacons and Session. One of the discussions was the 

new configuration of part-time Pastors. 

- On February 26
th

 the Clinton Area Ministerium Lenten Series started Thursday at 6:00 p.m. at 

Stone Church and went through March 26.  Each church picked a Thursday to be responsible 

for bringing soup and bread for supper followed by a speaker who was Clinton’s clergy. 

  

 March 

- Cros Harvey stepped down after seven years as Sexton and Jesse Miller came on board as the 

new Sexton for the church. 

  

April 

- The Property Committee brought to our attention the hot water heater near the downstairs. 

Lavatories needed to be replaced. 

- Emily Young (Massi) took over handling the carillon and is doing a fine job. 

 

May 

- Rev. Jeff McArn, from Committee on Ministry (CoM), attended our Session meeting.  He 

reported that he had met with Rev. Dennis Dewey for his retirement exit interview and Dennis 

felt his time with our congregation was eventful.  He believes the session retreats are a very 

important time for spiritual reflections and forward thinking.  He was proud he was able to get 

the Clinton Storyteller Community going and feels the Fair Trade Shoppe is a wonderful 

outreach. Dennis is ready to step away and truly enjoyed his ministry with our congregation.  
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- May 31, 2015 at 7:00 pm The Stone Storytellers presented ―Love Stories of the Bible‖ a free 

will offering was received to support the Network of Biblical Storytellers International, whose 

mission is ―to encourage everyone to learn and tell biblical stories.‖   

 

June 

- Our last Session meeting with Rev. Dennis Dewey as the Moderator and June 14 was his last 

Worship at Stone Church as our pastor as he officially retired on June 30.  A tree was planted 

and dedicated in his honor outside at the corner of church.  Afterwards a luncheon was held in 

the dining room. 

 

July and August 

- For the summer months the Clinton United Methodist Church and Stone Church worshipped 

together.  June 28 through July 26 we gathered at Stone Church, August 2 through August 30 

at the Clinton United Methodist Church.  

- Katrina Schell led a Hamilton College overnight retreat at church the end of August. She was 

able to introduce some of the incoming first year students to some of the things that ―make 

Stone a home‖ such as the labyrinth and storytelling.      

 

September 

- September 6 Labor Day Weekend-Worship took place on the Village Green 

- At our Session meeting we had a special guest Paul White accompanied with his Dad Phil 

White to talk about his Eagle Scout project-Poetry path.  It had been in the works for over a 

year. The Session voted to participate and the Property Committee would decide the best 

location to place the poem. 

- It was noted in the September session meeting minutes Pat Joseph can be Commissioner and   

the Vice Moderator.  

 

October  

- Saturday, October 17, 2015 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. was our Retreat. All of the elders were 

present as well as Deacons Emily Hughes and Emily Massi.  We focused on ―What did we     

want to get out of the retreat that day?‖  and ―What is the one thing, going forward for us in 

the future?‖ Items were listed in the October 17 minutes of the meeting and an outline in the 

November newsletter.             

- There was an open house/pot luck dinner at the Dewey’s house. All were invited.  

 

November 

- The Clerk was emailed the ―Clerks Annual Questionnaire‖ for 2015, the deadline was 

November 16, 2015, with Peggy’s help and the help of the Session. Sherry was able to get it 

completed and emailed back November 11, 2015.    

 

December 

- Our last meeting of the year for Session was held at the Stiefvaters’ home with a lovely dinner 

before the meeting. We went over all reports and discussed each.  The most in-depth was the 

Nominating Committee as we voted for changes to our bylaws to rectify our number of 

elected officers, to allow the session to determine the number (within a range) of people on 

session, deacons, and Nominating Committee annually rather than trying to pick a number 

given our small and varying membership size.  We also proposed to take out the prescription 

for term lengths and class sizes to give us flexibility. 
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Meetings 

Stone Presbyterian Church held its annual Congregational Meeting on January 25, 2015 during 

worship and the congregation elected officers, approved the 2014 Annual Report and received the 

2015 Budget.  The terms of call for Pastor Dennis Dewey as full time/part time from January 2015 

through June 2015 at which time he retired.  Scott Leonard has been commissioned as Lay Pastor.  

The Congregation voted on the terms of call for Pastor Dewey unanimously. 

 

The Session held eleven regular meetings, including one joint meeting with the Deacons. 

 

Members 

In 2015, the Session and congregation welcomed no new members. Total number of members as of 

December 31, 2015: 100 

 

Weddings 

The Sanctuary hosted the Young-Massi Wedding in August of 2015. 

 

Baptisms 

There were 2 baptisms in 2015. On July 26, 2015 the session voted to approve the baptism of Kristen 

Rogers and Jacob Moorehead’s son, Zachary Moorehead on September 27, 2015.  In September the 

session voted to approve the baptism of Korey and Keith Blenis’ son, Connor Blenis on Sunday, 

December 13, 2015.               

 

Deaths 

Members Helen Franz and Mildred Schell and friend Jack Price passed away in 2015. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Sherry Robinson 

Clerk of Session 
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Property Committee - 2015 

 

The Property Committee was busy this year overseeing a variety of smaller type projects. These 

improvements to the Church were varied and include the following: 

 

A new hot water heater was installed to replace the one that services the downstairs bathrooms.  

 

A new laminate floor was installed in the secretary’s office by our very able sexton, Jesse Miller. 

In the pastor’s study the walls were repaired and repainted by Jesse. He will soon be doing the same in 

the secretary’s office.  In addition he is repairing bad plaster in the walls at the top of the stairs going 

to the choir loft.  

 

The Fair Trade Shop saw some improvements as well. A room at the back of the shop that was used 

by the Boy Scouts has been turned into a changing room. The room needed a real makeover and is 

now a clean and very functional addition.  This work was paid for by the Fair Trade Shop. 

 

New programmable thermostats are being installed in the sanctuary to replace the old ones. This 

improvement will allow the heat to be turned on automatically before Church so that by 10:30 the 

room will be nice and warm without someone needing to arrive at 6AM to turn it on. 

 

The Church once again had some help this year from the students at Hamilton College. As they have 

for several years now, a volunteer group arrived in August to help us with cleaning, dusting and 

gardening. They are always very hard working and a great help to us before Church activities start up 

again in the fall. 

 

Two new toilets were installed in the bathrooms downstairs to replace the ones that were discolored 

from hard water. 

 

Two of the three fans in the sanctuary are now operating and they will help to even out the 

temperature. 

 

A new fire alarm system, which is costing us less to maintain, was installed.  

 

The building use rules and charges were updated. 

 

There are no major projects planned for 2016 but the committee will undoubtedly have much to do to 

keep our Church functioning to meet our needs.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

John Menard 

John Stiefvater   - co-chairs of the Property Committee 
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Finance Committee - 2015 

 

The financial state of the church was different in 2015 than in previous years. With the sale of the 

Manse, costs went down and we were able to put that money to our use. From the manse sale, $27,000 

was allocated to balance our budget.  

 

For the 2015 budget the Finance Committee proposed and the Session approved a budget with Total 

Income $81,543, Total Expense $109,007, thus with deficit of $-27,464. Last year’s budget was a 

deficit of -$47,143. We have seen an increase in our total pledges from last year as a congregation. 

 

Reduced minister salaries created less spending, as planned. Because Dennis was part time for half of 

this year, the 2016 will continue to reflect a decrease in the amount we spend on Pastoral services. 

Unforeseen costs were incurred as a result of calling Scott to be our part time CLP.  Presbytery USA 

requires congregations to pay Vacancy Dues for 12 months to support the pension fund when a part 

time pastor is employed. This cost of $3,072 is split evenly between 2015 and 2016. The Committee 

pursued a waiver for this without success. 

 

The Building Stones Fair Trade Shoppe continues to flourish for which we owe to the dedication of 

our volunteers. We continue to have the Shoppe manage its costs and budget while under the auspices 

of Stone Church.  The Shoppe had sales of over $30,000 in 2015. The Shoppe is now supporting the 

General Fund with monthly payments of $500, which began retroactively to include September-

December of 2015.  Though it may change if the Shoppe continues to grow, the Shoppe is still all 

volunteer run. 

 

With no immediate need to replenish funds in the General Fund, our endowment funds, which are with 

Wells Fargo, remain in the market to begin the new year. After a good start to the year, the stock 

market cooled off in the late summer. Our funds end the calendar year at $-12,346.51; however, they 

are growing at present. 

 

Chris Menard will partner with Ceil Gilbert on auditing moving forward. 

 

Peter Massi 

Treasurer 
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Worship, Education and Program – 2015 

 

January began our integration of Scott Leonard, as Commissioned Lay Pastor, with our minister, 

Dennis Dewey. Dennis became part-time in January and retired in June. 

 

Lent began on Ash Wednesday, February 18, with a pancake supper and service.  We constructed the 

Lenten Garden again with Lenten disciplines. 

 

On February 26, the Lenten Series program, hosted by Stone Presbyterian Church, began and 

continued for five weeks.  Topics varied according to the presenting clergy and included: 

 Feb. 26 – Rev. Timothy Reger: ―The Spirituality of Thomas Merton‖ 

 March 5 – Rev. Dennis Dewey: ―Why Jesus Never Wrote a Book‖ 

 March 12 – Patsy Glista: ―Building Your Faith Preparedness Kit‖ 

 March 19 – Rev. Jeff Hale: ―Forgiveness‖ 

 March 26 – Rev. Fr. John Croghan: ―Biblical Encounters with God‖ 

 

A comparison of the Temptation accounts and the Easter stories in the Gospels was led by Donna 

Goodfriend on March 1 and 29.  Rob and Lauralyn Kolb led a Tenebrae service on Maundy Thursday.  

The Good Friday service was held at the Clinton United Methodist Church with Dennis preaching.  

An ecumenical sunrise service was held on the Village Green Easter morning 

 

Taizé services were held in May and June and then it was decided we did not have enough people to 

conduct the services anymore and reluctantly suspended them. These services were enjoyed for many 

years under the guidance of the Kolb family and we were sad to see them end. 

 

Some members of the Stone Storytellers shared the Easter stories with the residents of Lutheran Care 

and the Presbyterian Residential Community.  On March 31, the Storytellers held an Epic Telling of 

―Love Stories of the Bible.‖ They also shared this telling with residents of the Presbyterian Residential 

Community. 

 

Worship services for the first six months of the year were led by a variety of people including Dennis 

Dewey, Scott Leonard, Rob Kolb, Elizabeth Smith, the Stone Storytellers, and pulpit supply pastor 

Helen Tracy. Our services continued to be inspirational and meaningful through this transition. 

 

Dennis Dewey’s last Sunday to preach was June 14. After the service we had a wonderful party for 

him in the dining room. We dedicated a flowering tree to him which is planted on the corner of 

Williams Street and South Park Row. We enjoyed having Dennis with us for a little over eight years 

and it was a bittersweet time when he left. 

 

Our combined services with the Methodists began June 28 here at Stone Church with Scott and others 

preaching. August services were held at Clinton United Methodist Church with Jeff Hale preaching. 

 

In July, Scott Leonard became our part-time Commissioned Lay Pastor. He preached three of the four 

Sundays each month. The other Sundays were led by either pulpit supply pastors or Stone Church 

members. 

 

In late September, we found that we would need to restart Sunday School as two children began to 

attend regularly. Children’s sermons were also begun again. 

 

A planning retreat was held October 17 where specific goals were set for the different committees. 
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The labyrinth continues to be available when the church is open: Monday – Friday 8:45 a.m. to 12:30 

p.m. and Thursdays from 8:45 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. We loaned the labyrinth to Rome Presbyterian 

Church in the fall.  It is a great spiritual aid.  

 

Beginning November 9 at 6 p.m. we began a seven part study ―Prayer that Works.‖ The group will 

meet every other Monday evening and future topics will be decided by the participants.  Everyone is 

welcome! 

 

Advent brought our special offerings for Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. 

 

The beautiful Christmas Eve service of lessons and carols was put together by Rob Kolb. The 

Christmas Story with candles was told by Scott Leonard. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Donna Goodfriend, Chair 
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Mission, Stewardship and Support - 2015 

 

2015 saw a variety of Mission activities within our congregation. As ever, our congregation is hard-

working and charitable in support of various agencies, sharing the grace and riches bestowed upon 

each of us by a loving and generous God. Our relatively small size has made us more mindful of our 

priorities and focused in our giving. By joining with others, we do in partnership what none of us 

could have hoped to do as well alone. 

 

To this end, we undertook: 

 

Support for the Your Neighbors service designed to provide nourishing, easily heated meals for the 

homebound. On May 2015, we prepared and packaged 98 meals for Your Neighbors clients.  

Additionally we have $143.50 in donations towards our next meal effort which will occur in 2016. 

 

Ongoing contributions to The Country Pantry, our Clinton area food bank. Judy LaGasse continues 

as our liaison to the Country Pantry. We have responded to both special requests and normal monthly 

stocking with loving generosity.  Not only have we provided quantities of food, but Stone Church has 

also donated funds with which the Pantry can purchase bulk goods to distribute to the increasing 

number of people utilizing their services. Our 2015 Advent offering for Love Sunday was earmarked 

for the Country Pantry as was half of the Christmas Eve service offering. The gifts of our members 

and friends enabled us to provide $348.50 for those unable to feed themselves and their families. 

 

Assistance to Hope House in feeding and sheltering those without either homes or adequate meals. 

Ceil Gilbert organizes our participation at Hope House. On the fourth Monday of each month, a team 

from Stone Church helps prepare and serve an evening meal.  Additionally, our congregation provides 

toiletries and other supplies for Hope House clients.  Monies raised by our annual Chocolate Lover’s 

Sale, held on Valentine’s Day, February 14, 2015, were designated for Hope House. This sale, 

organized by Ceil Gilbert with support from The Fair Trade Shoppe, The Women’s Association and 

the entire congregation, netted $310.  Our first Advent offering was designated for Hope House as was 

half of the Christmas Eve offering. These offerings plus the Valentine’s Day receipts enabled us to 

donate $673.50 to Hope House in 2015. 

 

Participation in Church World Service’s Blanket and Tool campaign.  Father’s Day, June 21, 

2015, was designated ―Blanket and Tool‖ Sunday. Our special offering of $577 will help to provide: 

blankets, tents, food and other emergency supplies in the wake of a disaster; tools and seeds for 

refugees returning home to replant their fields; wells for families living in drought prone areas to 

provide clean, safe water to drink and to irrigate crops and gardens; literacy training and microcredit 

for women struggling to realize their potential. 

Support for the activities of the Presbyterian Church USA (World Mission, US Mission, Mission 

through Education) Our third Advent offering for Joy Sunday was dedicated to the PC USA 

Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions, which distributes financial assistance to eligible church 

workers and their families, and for racial ethnic schools and colleges of the PC(USA). We were able 

to send $168 to this important service of the Presbyterian Church.   Our fourth Advent offering, 

designated our ―Peace Sunday‖ collection of $271 was also donated to the Presbyterian Church USA, 

this time for peacemaking efforts throughout the world’s violence-ridden regions.  
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Additionally, portions of this offering will be used to fund the Presbyterian Peace camp for children, 

an experience designed to help children have an appreciation for diversity and a belief in the power of 

peacemaking. 

 

Contributions during special offerings such as the Presbyterian Mission Agency’s One Great Hour 

of Sharing. Our gift to One Great Hour of Sharing enabled our church to share God’s love with our 

neighbors in need around the world by assisting this agency which provides food and resources to 

empower the poor and oppressed. Our congregation’s donation of $843 was added to the donations of 

churches throughout the world in support of this endeavor. 

 

Support for the Network of Biblical Storytellers. The collection received during our Epic 

Storytelling event of May 31 enabled us to send this organization $200. 

 

Additionally, the Mission committee worked to encourage members and friends of Stone Church to 

participate in our stewardship campaign –“With Glad and Generous Hearts”- which culminated in a 

special Consecration Sunday service on November 8, 2015. This service was followed by a 

celebratory luncheon attended by a congenial group of members and friends. As ever, the support for 

our Church and its mission was evident by the care and generosity exhibited during all stewardship 

activities. 

 

Thank you, one and all, for your generosity and support.  May we always be cognizant of and work to 

fulfill our mission of working for peace, justice and basic necessities for all God’s people. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Mary Ann Stiefvater, Chair 
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Membership, Communication and Outreach (MCO) - 2015 
 

Our team consists of Ceil Gilbert, Emily Hughes, Linda Rance, and Sherry Robinson     

 

Our goal is to ―encourage the integration of visitors and new members into the life of the church‖ and 

our tasks throughout the year include: 

 

- Reviewing and maintaining Parish Group lists (where each elder has a parish group of 6-8 

households whom they are responsible for). 

-  We promote a sense of community through personal relationships within the congregation and 

try to plan events. 

- We oversee the communications of the church including productions of The Corner Stone, the 

Stone Church website, bulletin board, publicity for church events. 

- Oversee the work of the Office Manager and primary personnel contact. 

- We seek to look at the ministry of the church through the eyes of the outsider to help make our 

church a visitor friendly time with first time visitors. 

 

Throughout the year we try to remind folks to wear their name tags on Sunday mornings not so much 

for ourselves but for our visitors and how important it is.  We also try to get new names to Peggy so 

that our repeat guests have name tags to wear.  

 

We follow up with either notes or emails to new visitors when applicable. 

 

We try to cover any of our events or happenings with pictures for the newsletter or website. We were 

able to get pictures to tell our story throughout 2015. 

 

February 2015 – We worked on a more current Membership/Friends list and gave a list to Session 

members assigning them folks to reach out to and discuss their membership with Stone.  We followed 

up with Session throughout the months as they attempted to contact members who had not been to 

church in a very long time. 

 

April 2015 – Ceil was able to get our church listed in the The Town Crier of New Hartford advertising 

times of service and our address. 

 

August 2015 – We mailed a welcome note to a two time visitor. 

 

October 2015S – Welcome note cards also were mailed to visitors and one email. Six of those were 

visiting on September 27
th

 for the baptism of Zachary Moorehead.    

 

November 2015 – We mailed out two different types of letters to people in our congregation 

depending on if the Session had talked to them or if Session left a message but the calls were not 

returned.   The first letter was sent to people who agreed to go from our members list to our friends 

list. The second letter went to folks who never returned our call nor responded to that letter, we 

explained we were moving them off our member list. There were a total of 9 letters mailed. 

 

Two welcome notes mailed.  

 

Ceil was on a roll sending pictures, updating the website, and getting releases out as fast as she could 

for the pie sale, the Shoppers Stroll, the Fair Trade Shoppe. 
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Also, in November 2015 during the Shoppers Stroll our team volunteered assisting with the Fair Trade 

Shoppe and others assisted in the kitchen working at the Seven C’s Café. 

  

December 2015 – We mailed a ―thinking of you card‖ to a long time member we have not seen in a 

while. 

 

A welcome note was mailed. 

 

Our committee was busy making up Christmas baskets for our church staff. 

 

Since the Waterville Times now includes the Clinton area, Stone Church will be subscribing to it. 

 

Ceil does include The Signal on all her releases and correspondences. 

 

Emily Massi is in the process of taking individual pictures for our homemade phone directory.  

 

General – Through the year we continue to keep our prayer list updated. The prayer chain is active, 

we send emails to a list of folks when prayers are requested and needed immediately. We receive 

prayer requests through emails, our church website, by word of mouth and prayer cards in the pews. If 

the requestor would like, we will print the name in the Sunday bulletin prayer list and in our monthly 

newsletter prayer list. 

 

Also part of our communication we do make sure there are articles in the monthly news letter.  Ceil 

had asked folks to submit their favorite recipes for the newsletter as well as asking folks to submit 

their ―Credos‖.   Linda does a super job on her write ups each month from the Deacon’s Corner. 

 

We would like to thank the congregation for all your love and support throughout the year.    

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sherry Robinson, Chair 
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Nominating Committee Report 2015 
 

The Nominating Committee met on November 29.  In attendance were Lauralyn Kolb, Chair; Beverly 

Miller, Deacons; Lora Schilder and Ceil Gilbert, Members-at-large; and Scott Leonard, Pastor. 

 

After opening with a prayer for guidance, our first order of business was to recommend to the Session 

a change in our by-laws so that they conform to our recent practice, and give us flexibility as we move 

forward. 

 

We then discussed the size of the Session and Deacons, and the configuration of the classes.  Patricia 

Joseph and Lauralyn Kolb are finishing their second three-year term, but Pat has agreed to continue 

representing us at Presbytery Meetings if the Session so wishes.  Lauralyn is willing to continue 

managing the Shop.  Emily Hughes is finishing her second three-year term on Deacons. 

 

The committee recommends that the Class of 2018 consist of two Elders and one Deacon.  Sherry 

Robinson has agreed to continue for a second three-year term on Session.  Emily Hughes has agreed to 

come on Session for a first three-year term.  Beverly Miller has agreed to serve a second three-year 

term as a Deacon. 
 

Looking ahead: next year both John and Mary Ann Stiefvater will finish a second three-year term on 

Session.  On Deacons, Hal and Linda Rance, and Judy and Larry LaGasse will finish their second 

three-year terms.  It is thought that a further downsizing will occur at that time depending upon the 

needs of the congregation. 
 

The Nominating Committee recommends the following: 
 

Elders 

   Installed 

Class of 2016: John Stiefvater 853-2923 3/7/10 

  john@sdiparts.com 

  

 Mary Ann Stiefvater 853-2923 3/7/10 

  stiefvaterlivres@gmail.com 

  

 Elizabeth Smith 735-4219; 723-1345 3/2/14 

  eos2@roadrunner.com 

 

Class of 2017: Donna Goodfriend 853-8405; 749-4085 11/12/06 

  chokmol2@gmail.com  

  

 John Menard 853-3893 3/7/10 

  jcmenard51@gmail.com 

  

 Peter Massi 525-6392 2/15/15 

  nedmsae@gmail.com 

 

Class of 2018: Sherry Robinson 841-8102; 794 2080 2/24/13 

  smrobinson@metlife.com 

  SSMROB@aol.com 

  

 Emily Hughes 922-7693 2016 

  emilyhughes14922@gmail.com 

 

mailto:nedmsae@gmail.com
mailto:emilyhughes14922@gmail.com
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Deacons 

   Installed 

Class of 2016: Hal Rance 797-0737 3/6/11 

  halinrance@gmail.com 

  

 Linda Rance 797-0737 3/6/11 

  halinrance@gmail.com 

  

 Brooke Villiere 316-5913 3/2/14 

  brookevilliere@gmail.com 

  

 Judy LaGasse 725-2217 2/24/13 

  jlagasse@roadrunner.com 

  

 Gary LaGasse 725-22171/2015 2/24/13 

  jlagasse@roadrunner.com 

 

Class of 2017: Mary Chamberlain 853-5077 2/15/15 

  mchamberlain6780@gmail.com 

  

 Emily Young 219-7794 2/15/15 

  youngem08@yahoo.com 

 

Class of 2018: Bev Miller 853-2548 2/24/13 

  bevrmill@gmail.com 

 

 

2016 Nominating Committee 

 

Elder: Elizabeth Smith, Chair.  Deacon: Bev Miller. Members-at-large: Ceil Gilbert, Lauralyn Kolb, and Jim 

Gavett.   
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Board of Deacons - 2015 
 

Serving this year: Mary Chamberlain, Judy LaGasse, Gary LaGasse, Emily Massi, Bev Miller, Linda 

Rance, Hal Rance, Brooke Villiere, Emily Hughes, Chairperson 
 

We greeted parishioners at each Sunday service, collected your offerings and hosted a coffee hour in 

the Norton Room. We served communion for 18 services.  A deacon accompanied Rev. Dewey to 

serve communion to our homebound. Scott and Helen Leonard took communion to 6 homebound in 

December. 
 

Deacons visited homebound members throughout the year and provided transportation to services and 

events. A Deacon attended most Session meeting and workshops with the Elders. Bev Miller served as 

the representative to the Nominating Committee. 
 

Linda Rance served as Recording Secretary and liaison to The Corner Stone publication. She authored 

10 impressive essays pertinent to our daily lives. 
 

Hal Rance again served as Treasurer, successfully managing a myriad of receipts. Our balance as of 

December 31, 2015 is $348.10. We all thank Florence Morgan for ―remembering‖ the work of the 

Deacons with a generous gift. 
 

―Courtesy and Care‖ was ably accomplished by Bev Miller.  She makes a selection of cards 

appropriate for many situations and composes thoughtful notes.  Bev requested congregational support 

by your signatures for Easter and Christmas cards.  Members Helen Franz and Mildred Schell and 

friend Jack Price passed away in 2015. 
  

Judy and Gary LaGasse again chaired the liaison job with the Country Pantry (the Food Bank for ht 

western part of our county). By placing a table in the sanctuary your response has increased. Their 

articles and announcements show a greater need for families.  The ―category‖ designations have also 

improved donations.  Thank you all. 
 

The Deacons, under Linda Rance’s direction, encouraged artists to loan works to display in the Norton 

Room.  Two members have exhibited. 
 

The Memorial Committee selected an oil painting from Linda Hale to honor Marjorie Bakos primarily 

as our Church Historian, The Corner Stone editor, and gardener.  
 

Bev, Judy, Grace, and Linda planned the Easter and Christmas sanctuary flowers. Many members 

responded and the display was very beautiful. 
 

A special effort was put forth for the retirement of Dennis Dewey. A plaque recognizing his work, 

along with a crabapple tree, graces our front lawn.  
 

Thank you to my second family. Each Deacon has supported Stone Church in so many ways. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Emily Hughes, Chairperson 

 



21 

 

BOARD OF DEACONS 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

01-01-2015 to 12-31-2015 

 

INCOME: 

   1
st
 Sunday Offering                                               $ 531.11 

   Individual Donations                                            $ 635.00 

   Flowers (Christmas & Easter)                            $ 504.00 

 

                                                                   Total       $1,670.11 

 

EXPENSES: 

   4 Cakes  (Scott-installation,                                $   99.97 

       Steve McVey, Baptism & 

       Consecration Sunday) 

   Flowers (Easter, Christmas,                               $ 529.98 

        Baptism &Palms) 

   Gifts/Gift cards ( Gary LaGasse,                        $ 205.85 

        Adam Blanks, Peter Massi, 

        Peter & Emily Massi, Dave Robinson  

            & Dani Rance) 

   Coffee                                                                     $ 164.00 

   Stamps                                                                   $   19.60 

Supplies  (paper, candles, chair pads etc.)     $ 176.22 

   Dennis’s Retirement (rose bush,                     $ 287.96 

         Tree & outside plaque) 

                                                               Total        $1,483.58 

 

FYI…….Please note that the Deacons supply all the refreshments for coffee hour and food for most of 

the luncheons at their own expense!  Plus… special paper products and decorations are also supplied 

by the Deacons. 

 

Balance on hand as of 12-31-2015  $ 348.10 
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Memorial Committee - 2015 

 

This was the year to refurbish the Pastor’s Study, the Church Office, and the Norton Room. 

 

 A handsome mahogany table and six chairs: $350 

 Repairing and painting the Pastor’s Study: $200 

 Replacing the floor in the office with a laminate product: $560 

 Purchase an oil painting ―Owasco Lake‖ by Linda Hale in honor of Marjorie Bakos.  We 

recognized her work as our Church Historian, The Corner Stone editor, and gardener: $475 

 Total expenses: $1585 

  

We received $267 in memorial monies.  

 

 

In memory of: Given by:     

      
Helen Franz Patricia O’Hara    

 Hal & Linda Rance    

 Peggy Weldon    

       

 

Mildred Schell Mobile Crisis Assessment Team    

 Beverly Miller    

 John & Mary Ann Stiefvater    

 Hal & Linda Rance     

 Ceil Gilbert    

 Germaine Gogel   

 Sylvia & Larry Poppelbaum  

 Judy & Gary LaGasse 

 

 

Balance 12-31-15:  $1895.98 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Emily Hughes, Chairperson 
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Building Stones Fair Trade Shoppe - 2015 

 

Our shop has had another incredible year with sales since January 1, 2015, totaling $30,929.76. This is 

beyond our wildest dreams of a few years ago, and confirms our belief that God continues to bless this 

enterprise and has a purpose for Stone Presbyterian Church to continue in its current location. 

 

Most of our profits this year have gone right back into purchasing more items, but we also hired Jesse 

Miller to renovate half of our storage space and also the former Scout office.  This back room can now 

be used as a dressing room for customers to try on clothing.  We still have the middle storage room to 

renovate, and will do that soon.  This fall, we began making monthly contributions of $500 to the 

church to help with the cost of utilities.  Also, in the planning stages, is the purchase of display items 

so that we can make better use of the shop space. 

 

The shop has become a major mission of our congregation, and this could not happen without the 

dedication of a core group of individuals, with additional help from others as they are able.  Mary 

Chamberlain, does all the scheduling of workers, and keeps the place clean. Ceil Gilbert handles the 

publicity. David and Carol White pack up the shop and take items to various places for off-site sales.  

Mary and Dave also help me keep the computer inventory up to date and items scanned into the 

computer.  Pat and Buzz Joseph, David and Carol White, Ceil Gilbert, Mary Chamberlain, and Emily 

Hughes, are the core group who volunteer countless hours working when the shop is open, and who 

also schlep items across the street to the Village Green for the Farmer’s Market. Scott Leonard helps 

with all the iPad and internet issues, Peter Massi and Shelley Coe with bookkeeping, and Shelley Coe 

handles the taxes.  Donna Goodfriend, Gerry Gogel, Helen Leonard, Scott Leonard, Bev Miller, Grace 

Whittemore, Ann Dunn, Mary Ann Stiefvater, Patty Kloidt, and Julie Rand also volunteer.  Thank you, 

one and all.   

 

Thanks also to Peggy Weldon and Jesse Miller for the extra work we cause them, and to all of you 

who purchase items in the shop and who tell your friends about us.  

 

As I read the year-end greetings from our various suppliers, I am struck by how important this work is.  

The companies we work with do far more than sell products to us.  UPAVIM, for example, runs a 

Montessori Day Care Program in which students are learning to read and do basic addition before 

graduating to kindergarten.  They also have a school for children K-6
th

 and a library.  Four years ago, 

BeadforLife began the Street Business School, which gives entrepreneurial training and mentoring to 

impoverished women.  Not only does this program now serve more woman than does the Bead jewelry 

program, they have begun sharing their model with non-profits worldwide. It is humbling to realize 

how God is using us to make such a difference in the world for so many people.   

 

The purchase of the iPad and the account with Square.com has been well worth the expense.  We can 

now track our inventory, and get reports on the sales.  Listed below is a summary of the year’s 

activity. 
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Category Items sold Gross sales Total purchased 

Uncategorized 51 $456.25 

B4L 293 $2,375.00 $2,150.79 

EE 685 $3,223.37 $3,014.40 

MAGGIES 320 $3,508.98 $2,978.29 

MHANDS 266 $3,175.50 $2,128.31 

PJT 402 $2,084.00 $1,755.94 

SERRV 512 $7, 855.96 $7,034.23 

TTV 577 $6,972.25 $4,351.36 

UPAVIM 94 $727.00 $744.40 

WBP 138 $613.45 $460.48 

Total 3,338 $30,991.76 $24,618.20 
 

Thank you all for an exciting year. 

 

In Christ’s service, 

 

Lauralyn Kolb  

Shop Manager 
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Women’s Association - 2015 
 

The Women’s Association usually conducts its business through E-mail messages or personal contact. 

All women of the church are welcome and encouraged to participate in our activities.  Please contact 

Donna Goodfriend or Ceil Gilbert if you would like to join our group.  

 

In March we purchased tablecloths for the Norton Room.  

 

We held our Annual Pie Sale in May. With the generous donations from folks in our congregation and 

the generous donation of time and supplies by Donna Goodfriend, we were able to generate total sales 

of $668.50.  Our new ―drive-thru‖ pies idea seemed to spur sales this year.   

 

In October we held our Annual Apple Celebration.  Again, we were blessed to have many donations of 

apple pies and many other delicious apple goodies from our congregation, which allowed us to raise a 

total of $670.25.  Again, huge thanks go to Donna Goodfriend who tirelessly baked pies all day the 

Friday before and also on Saturday morning.  Also, our ―drive-thru‖ pies endeavor was again a great 

success.  

 

We continue to support the important work done by the Presbyterian Women of the Presbytery by 

fulfilling our annual pledge to them of $200 for the year.  

 

In October we purchased a new sandwich board sign, so that we may promote our various church 

activities in the front of our church, without having to borrow the Fair Trade Shoppe sign.  

 

In December we spent $700 to buy gifts for our adopted Christmas families, to subsidize for the 

ornaments on the Christmas tree that were not taken by the congregation. We would like to thank 

everyone who did donate gifts and also helped to wrap them.   

 

At year end, we were able to donate $50 each to the Thea Bowman House, the Rescue Mission of 

Utica and the InterVarsity Christian Fellowship/USA, all of which are very worthy causes that had 

expressed need.  

 

We are very grateful for all the help we have received from everyone during our two annual fund-

raisers and hope that we will be as successful in the coming year.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Ceil Gilbert (Secretary/Treasurer)   
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 Women’s Association Treasurer’s Report - 2015 

 

Balance as of 1/1/2015            819.91  

 Receipts   

  Pie Sale    668.50   

 Apple Celebration 670.25   

 Donation for Christmas families      20.00  

 

TOTAL RECEIPTS                     1,358.76  

     

Disbursements  

  Tablecloths for Norton Room   35.59   

Pledge to Pres. Women of the Pres. 200.00   

Sandwich board sign                149.95   

Christmas families                700.00   

Donation to Thea Bowman House  50.00  

Donation to Rescue Mission of Utica  50.00   

Donation to InterVarsity Christian            

   Fellowship/USA   50.00  

 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS                 (1,235.54)   

 

Balance as of 12/31/2015                       943.12   

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Ceil Gilbert (Secretary/Treasurer)  

 


